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in the World. 

IT. In Particular } How al 
Providences inthe Worl 
in ofder to the good 
People. 


By the fate Learned Divine STE P 
CHAR NOCK, B. D. ſometimes: 
of New-Colleds nOoXO N. 


Palm 163. 19+ His Kingdoms raleth over alle. 


LONDON: 


Printed for Fobn Harrss, at the Harrow, over againſt 


che Church in the Poultrey. 1633- 


{#. count of this Life might be gr 


TO THE 


KOT R. 


| Reader 4 


HOU art here preſeiteh 
with a little piece. of a 
_ Great Man; Oats indeed, 
if great Picty, grear Parts, great 


Learning, and great Wiſdom, 
may be admitted 'to claim that 
Title : And we verily belieye 
that none well acquainted with 
him , will 'deny him hs right: 5 


however malevolenc* 'Petic 


may grudge him the hofiour? © 


It hath been expeted, and rag 
fired by: many, that ſome a 


by 


A 2 Ven 


Mat" "I "RY - - 
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To the Reader. 
ven to the world; But we are 
not willing to offer violence to 
his aſhes, by making him /o 
publick now he 1s Dead, who ſo 
much affected privacy while he 

lived. Thou art therefore de- 
fired to reſt ſatisfied with this 
brief account of him ; Thar 
being very young he went to 
Cambridge, where in Immanuel 
Colledge he. was brought up 
under gf Tuition of the - pre= 
ſent Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury. 
What CE workings and 
Evidences of .che New-Birth/aps | 

pearcd 1 1 him while there, _ 

: 6 Fe already been dpoken 
birSermonotec- Of by * one, who 


 --—= os IOY was ar that-time his 


Ed: Fellow C olle iateand 
: Jatimare. . Some time he after- 


_ Ward ipent 2 in a Private Fanulys 
an 


Z ” 
j 
. 
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and alictle more in the exerciſe © 


of 'his Miniſtry in Southwark; 
then removed to New-Colledge 
in 0x02 , where he was Fellow, . 
and fpertt ſeveral years; being” 


_ then taken notice of for his 
_ ſingular Gifts, and had in Repn- 


ration: by the moſt Learned and 


Godly in that Umiverſtty and up- 
on that account the more fre- 
quently put upon Publick work. 
Being thence (the year after he 


| had been Proctor) called over 


into. treland to a_conſtant pub- 
lick Employment, he exerciſed 
his: Miniftry - for 'abour © four'or 
five years; not with'the/approba- 
tion only, butto'theadmnration 


of the moſt Wiſcand Judiciots | 
Chriſtians, and with the COncur- | 


rent apphuſe of ſuch'as were'© 
very different feritiments from 
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him in the things of | Religion ; 
Nay, even thoſe that never lov- 
cd his Piety, yet would com- 
mend his Learning and Gifts, as 
being beyond exception, if not 
abye compare. About the year 
1660. being diſcharged from 
the publick exerciſe of his Mini- 
{try , he returned back .into 
England, and in and about 
London. ſpent the greateſt part 
of fifteen years, without any 
call to his old work in a ſetled 
way 3; bur for about rheſe five 
years laſt paſt þath been more 
known by his conſtant Preach- 
ing, of which we need not ſpeak, 
but let them that heard him; 
Hpeak for him ; or, if. they ſhould 
be filent, hs Works will do it: 

He. was a Perſon of. excellent 
es Rear Judg- 
F | ET ment, 
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ment; and (which do not often 

' go together ) curious Phankie, 
of Iigh Improvements, and ge- 
neral Learning, as having been 
all his days a moſt diligent and 
methodical Student, and' a 
great Redeemer of time, reſcu- 
ing not only | his reſtleſs hours 
in the Night, but his very walk- 
ing time 1n the Streets from thoſe 
impertinencics and fruitleſs vani- 
tics, which do fo cuſtomarily fill 
up mens minds, and ſteal away 
their hearts from thoſe bet- 
ter and more Noble: objects, 
whichdo ſojuſtly challenge fe 
greateſt owls This he did by 
not only carcfully watching (as 
every good Chriſtian ſhould do) 
but conſtantly writing dow his 
Thoughts, whereby he both-g0+ 

yern'd them better, and furniſh: 
A 4 cd 


To the Reader. 
ed himfelf with many materials 
for his moſt elaborate Diſcour- 
ſes. His chief Talent was his 
 Preachung Gift.in which,to ſpeak 
modeſtly, he had few equals. 
To this therefore, as thar for 
which his Lord and Maſter had 
beſt fitred him (neglecting the 


. 


practice of Phyſick , in which 
he had arrived at a conſidera- 
ble meaſure of knowledge) he 
did eſpecially addi&t himſelf, 
and direct his Studies, and even 
when Providence denyed. him 
opportunities,yet he was ſtil] Iay- 
ing in more ſtock, and prepa- 
ring for work againſt he nught 
be called to it. When he was 
in Employment,none that heard 
him, could juſtly blame tus re- 
tiredneſs, he being even when 
moſt private , continually ar 


. work 
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work for the Publick ; and 
had he been lefs in his Study, he 
would have been leſs liked in 
the Pulpit. His Library, furniſh- 
ed (tho not with. a numerous, 
yet) a curious Collection of 
Books, was his Workhouſe , 1n 
which he laboured hard all the 
Week, and on the Lords Day 
made 1t appear he had notbeen_ 
idle; and that tho he conſulted 

his privacy , yet he did not in- 
dulge his Sloth. He was ſome- 
whar reſerved where he was not 
well acquainted; otherwiſe yery 
free, affable and communcative 
where he underſtood and liked 
his company. He aftected nor 
much Acquaintance , becauſe 
he would eſcape Viſitants, well 
knowing how much the ordina- 
ry ſort of Friends were apt t 
take 
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take up of his time , which he 
could 1ll ſpare from his belov- 
ed Studies, mecting with fevy 
that could give him better en- 
tertainment vvith their compa- 


ny , than he could give himſelf 


alone. ' They had necd be yery 
good,and very learned by whoſe 
converſe he could gain more 
than by his own Thoughts and 
Books. He was a truce Son of 
the Church of England, in that 
ſound Doctrine laid down in 
the Articles of Relig 10n, and © 
Taught by our moſt famous 
ancient Divines and Reformers; 
and a real follower of their Pic- 
ty, as well as a ſtrenuous main- 
cainer of the Truth they profeſ[- 

cd. His Preaching was moſtly 
praCtical, yct rational and argu- 

mentative, tO his hearers under- 
ſtandings, 
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ſtandings, as well as affections ; 
and where controverſics came 
in his way , he ſhewed great A- 
cuteneſs and Judgment: 1n dif- 
cuſling and: determining them,” 
and no lefs skill in applying them: 
fo practice: So that he was in- 
deed a workman that needed not 
to be aſhamed,being able by ſound 
Doftrine, both to: exhort and con- 
vince gain-ſayers. Some have' 
chought his Preaching too high 
for oſs Hearers; and it can- 
not be denyed but his gifts were 
ſuited ro the more incelligenc 
ſort of Chriſtians; yer it muſt 
withal be ſaid, that if he were 
ſometimes deep, he was never 
abftruſe; he handled the great 
Myſterics of the Goſpel "wu 
much'clcarneſs and perſpicuity; 
ſo that ft n his Preaching he 
vere 
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were above. moſt, it. was only 


becauſe moſt were below him: 
Several conſiderable Treatiſes 
on ſome. of 'the moſt impor- 
rant points of Religion; he fin- 


ithed in his ordinarycourſe, which 


he hath lefe behind him, in the 


ſame form he uſually writ 


them for - the Pulpit. This 
comes out firſt as a Prodromus 
to ſeveral others deſigned to be 
made publick, as. ſoon as they 


can be with conveniency tranſ- 
cubed, which (1f the'Lord will, 
and ſpare life ) ſhall be atteſted: 


with our hands ; and. whatever 


any cl{e ſhall publiſh, can be but 
umperfect Notes (his: own Co- 


pies being under our. revifal at 
the requeſt of his Friends) taken 
from him mi the Pulpit;n which 
what a do often happen, 


| every | 
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To'the. Reade. 
cvery one knows, and. wE 'have 
found by experience ini ſe 
of this very Author,:more than 
once. Thus 'was thought fit to 
be ſaid, to ſecure the repuration 
of. the Dead, and prevent the a- 
bulſe of the Living. Theſe Ser- 
mons mighthave come out with 
the ſolemn ceremony of large 
recommendations, the Authors 
worth being ſo well known to, 
his Prexchibe ſo highly eftcem- 
ed by the moſt cminent- Minij- 


ſters about; che City ; but it was 


wdged necdlcis, his own works 
being tufftc: CICNTC to praiſe him: 
One thing moxe;:1s/robe: ad- 


de&Thar lack ashe:is here; ſuch | 


KY he is in Tus other Pieces; fo that 


chou haſt bere,: Reader ; a 5 
cimen of;-the-ſtram- and 
of th's Ialy. Man, lis: ang; 


T6 the Reader: 
familiar - and ordinary way: of 
Preaching; and theſe Sermons 
coming out firſt, not as if they 
were the non-ſuch of what he 
teft behind him , but becauſe 
they could ſooneſt be diſpatch- 
cd, and to obvaate the injuries 
might elſe be done by ſpurious 
Treatiſe both to him, and thee; 
and likewiſe by this little taſt to 
gratifie the Appetitesof ſuch who 
having been his Auditors, did 
longeven with greedineſsto fcaft 
themſelves again upon thoſe 
excellent truths, which in the 
delivery were ſo ſweet to them. 
Perhaps too it may quicken their 
appetiteswhoneyer heard him\,it 
may be never yet heard of him. 
If thou like this Cluſter, Fear 
not bur the Vintage will be an- 
fyycrable : If this little carneſt 


be 
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be good Metal, the vyhole ſuni 
yy1ll be no lefs currant. That 
a Bleſſing from Heaven may be 
upon this yyork, and upon thee 
in Reading, and Studying the 
Nature, and Beauty, and Ends 
of Divine Providence, and that 
the Lord of the Harveſt (eſpe- 
cially vyhen ſo many are dayly 
called home) vvould ſend forth 
more and more ſuch labourers 
into the Haryeſt , is the hearty 
prayer of. | 


Thine in the Lord. 


Richard Adams. 
Edward Veal. 


Were 
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Divine Providence: 


2 Chron: 16. 9. 

For the eyes of the Lord run to ana” 
fro throughout the whole Earth, 
to ſhew himſelf ſlrong in the 
behalf of them whoſe heart is 
perfect towards him: 


w'N the beginning of the Chapter you 
| find Baaſha King of 1frae! raifing 
walls about, and Fortifying Ramab, 
a place about twelve miles from Jersſa- 
lem, the Metropolis of Judah, 1ntendin 
by that means to block A/a up, becan 
Ramah lay juſt upon the road between 
Jeruſalem and Samaria, the ſeats of the 
two Kings, ver, I. 
Baaſha was probably afraid of the Re» 
volt of [frae! to Judah, upon that Refor- 
mation of Religion wrought by Aſa, and 
: therefore would Fortifie that place to be 
- a hinderance, and to intercept any that 


B ſhould 
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ſhould paſs upon that account. And to | 


this purpoſe makes great preparation, as 


appears ver. 6. for with the proviſion . 


Baaſha had made for the fortification 
of Ramah;, Aſa,after the ſeizing of theſe 
materials, builds two Towns, Gaba and 
Mzzpah. | 

Aſa ſeeing Baaſha ſo buſte about this 
| Deſign, and fearing the conſequence of 
it, hath recourſe to carnal policy rather 
than toGod : And therefore enters into 
league with Benhadad a neighbour, 
tho an Idolatrous Prince, and purcha- 
ſeth his aſhſtance with the Sacrilegious 
p:iice of the Treaſure of the Temple, 


2. 2, 3. And hereby engageth him to 


invade the King of [ſ-aels Territories, 
that he might thereby find work for Baa- 
ha 1n another part, and ſo divert him 
from that Defign upon which he was ſo 
bent,v. 3. Go, break thy league with Baa- 
ſha, that he may depart from me. 
Benhadad 1s ealily perfwaded by the 


quantity of gold,&@c.to break hisLeague 


and make an Inroad, and proves vicori- 
ous, aud takes many Cities, where the 
Magazines and Stores were laidup, 9.4. 
Baaſha now to ſave his country, and 

| make 


Divine Prouidence. 3 
. make head againſt his enemies, is forced 
to leave Ramah ; whereupon Aſa, who 
watched his opportunity, ſcizeth the 
materials he had left for the fortifying of 
Ramah, and puts them to another ule, 
ver, 5. 6, | 
Hanani the Seer 1s preſently ſent by 
God with a threatningof War, becauſe 
he applies himſelf to a heathen Prince, 
rather than to the Lord of Hoſts, v. 7. 
his fin is aggravated by Gods former kind» 
neſs to him , and experience he had g1- 
ven him of his miraculous Providence in 
his ſucceſs againſt that vaſt Army of the | 
Ethiopians and Lubims, or Lybians, and bs 
that upon his recourſeto, or reliance or 
God. And that he ſhould afterwards have 
recourſe to the arm of fleſh, was a diſpa- 
ragement to Gods providential kindneſs, 
©. 8. He further aggravates his (in by the 
conſideration of Gods general providen- 
tial careof his creatures,and the particy- 
Jar end of it, and of all his providences, 
viz. the good of his Churchand people, 
V. 9, For the eyes of the Lord, Wc, eyes of 
the Lord; in Scripture, (ignifie, 
1. His knowledge, Jobi34. 21. For, ; 
his eyes are npon all the waies of man,and s. 
B 2 he ! 
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be ſees all his goings. Heb. 4. 13. all things 
are naked and opened unto the ezes of bins 
* Tez- with whom we have to do *. 


Xe l&- 29. His Providence, 


ſpinam 1. For good, So it notes his Grace and 
m4 good Will; ſo his Eyes and his Heart 
"is anima are Joyned together, 1 Kings 9. 3. mine 
libus per eyes and my heart ſhall be there perpetually, 
Je” viz. 1n his Temple, the place which he 
apparent had hallowed to put his Name there for 
meer cver. Pal. 32. 8.1 will guide him with 
latere mine eye, that is, I will counſel him, and 
: + direct him in a gracious and a favourable 
Vol. 3. 1. Way. Therefore to be cut off from the 
os. eye of the Lord, isto be deprived of his 
favour, Paz. 31. 22, for none can be cut 
- off from a {tmple knowledge of God : 
So Zech. 3. 9. ſeven eyes upon one ſtone, 
that is, the Providence of God was in an 
eſpecial manner with Chriſt in the midſt 

of his Paſſion, | 
2, For evil, So it notes His anger and 


vindidive juſtice. 1ſa. 3. 8. their doings 


are againſt the Lord, to provoke theeyes of 


bis glory.:, Kindneſs and anger appear 
firſt in the eye, one by 1ts pleaſantnefſs, 
the other by its redneſs. 
(Rr )that notes diligence and care; an 
induſtri- 


Divine Providence. 
induſtrious inſpetion 1nto all things. 
Pſal. 119.32. { will run the ways of thy 
Commandments; noting ſpeed and. id 
hgence. 

[a the Verſe, we havies 


I, A deſcription of Gods Providence. 


Il. The end of it. 

I. The deſcription of Gods Providence, 

I. Thc immediateneſs of it, | his eyes} 
his own eyes, not anothers, Not like 
Princes, who ſee by their Servants eyes 
more than by their own, what is done 1n 
their Kingdoms; his care is immediate. 
Though Angels are the Miniſters of his 
Providence, the Guardians and Watch- 


ers of the World, yet God is their Cap- 
tain, and is alwaies himfelf upon the 


Watch. 

2, Duickmneſs and ſpeed of Providence 
{ran} His eyes do not only walk, but run 
the round; they are not Gumbering eyes, 
nor drowZzy eye-lids, their motion 1s 
quick and nimble. 

3. Extent of Providence | the whole 
Eartþ) all things in the Earth, all the 


| hairs on the Heads of cheſe men 2 


The 'meaneſt Worm as' well as the 
miguticlt Prince; the loweſt Shrub 
Þ 3 _ 
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as well as the talleſt Cedar, every cran- 
ny, corner or chink of the Earth. | 


4- Diligence of Providence| to and fro }. 
His care 1s repeated, he looks this way 


and that way, again and again, his eyes. 


are not confin'd- to one place, fixed on 
one obje&,but are always rouling about 
from one place to another. 

5. The Efficacy of his Providence ; His 
care doth engage his ſtrength 3 he doth 
not only diſcover dangers, but prevent 
them ; he hath eyes to (ee,and Power to 
order all things according to his pleaſure. 
Wile: toſce, and ſtrong to ſaye. 


IT. The end of Providemee [to ſhew him 


ſelf firong, &c.]J 
I. Finis cujus,[ to ſpew hin ſelf ſtrong 7 
Heb? to make himſelf ſtrong: but beſt 


Tranſlated to ſhew himſelf ſtrong. It-is 
not an addition of ſtrength, but an ex- 
ercile of ſtrength that 1s here meant. 

2. Finis cui, or the Perſons for whom, 


{noſe that are perfe in heart. = 


Nel idwes,. 
1. There is a Frevinence wcſ by 
Godin the World, . 
2. al 


$546 MoD DO ABA TERS 77; et 
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2. All Gods Providences in the World, 

are in order tothe good of his people. 

| 3. Sincerity in Gods way gives 4 man 

an intereſt in all Gods Providences,and the 


good of them. 


x. For the firſt, There js 4 Providenti- De 

tial inſpetion and Government of all things 

in the world by God: *Tis not a bare fight 

of things that is here meant by Godseye, 

but a ſight and knowledge in order to 

the Governing and diſpoſing of them. 

View this doftrine atyourleifure, preach- 

ed by God himſelf, with an inconceivable 
elegancy,and three whole Chapters ſpent * job 38. 
in the Sermon, and * by the Pſalmiſt *, . 39,4. 
1 Some obſervethat the ſociety of Angels 147. 148. 
| and Heavenly creatures is repreſented 

: Ez.1.by a quarernarian number, becauſe 


| the World is divided into 4. dimenſions, 

| Eaſt, Weſt, North,and South,as intimating 

| the extention of Gods Piovidence over * Hudfons | 
all parts, ® | vec 

| Things are not ordered in the World Govern- 

| ceco impetu;not by blind fortune, bur an Cw chap 


| alſeeing deity,who hath the management 


Tis Tegriucy TEvTaE v's "agicv 13 yiveTes 5 was 4dCorinth. 
the Theological Maxim of the Stoicks. PS 3+ 
| .B 4 | Beſore 


of all ſublunary affairs. Tis wey4an Iv'raptc * opens - 


5 
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A Diſcourſe of 
- Before I come particularly to explain 
the Providence of God, I ſhall lay down 
ſome Propoſitions as the Foundations of 


this Doctrine. 


I. God hath an inedifutable and peculiar 
Right to the Government of the World : 
None everqueſtion'd Gods Right,nonor 
his a&t, but thoſe that were ſwelled with 
an unreaſonablc ambition, ſuch as Nebu- 
chadnezzar, who for this cauſe unders 
went the puniſhment of a 7 years bani(h- 
ment from the ſociety of men.. 

Nonie indeed that acknowledg a God, 
did or canqueſtion Gods Right, though 


_ they may queſtion his Will, an acual 


exerciſe of his Right. He is the Creator, 
and therefore 'is the. Soveraign Lord 
and Ruler. . The World is his Family, 
and as a Maſter, he hath an undoubted 
Right to govern his own Family. He 
gave all creatures their beings,and there- 
fore hatha right to ena their laws, ap- 
point their ſtations,- and fix their ends. 
*Tis as much his property and preroga- 
tive to rule, as'it is to create. | Creation 
is (0 peculiarly proper to God, . that it is 
not communicable to any creature, no 
Not to MM of a "_ Is 
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in other things, and that becauſe they 
are Creatures themſeives. *T'is as 1m- 

offible for one creature or all togovern 
the World, and! manage all the boyſte- - 
rous paſſions of men to juſt and glorious 
ends, as to create them. 'Tis true, God 
uſcth inſtruments inthe executive part of 
his Providence 'z but he doth not defign 
the Goverment of the world only by 1n+ 
ſtruments. He uſeth them not forneceſſ1- 
ty,but ornament. He Created the World 
without them, and therefore can Govern 
the World without them. 

Virtus Creativa eſt fundamentum provi- 
dentie & argumentunt ad providentiam. 
This right is founded upon that Creation, 
as he 1s the: cfficient. cauſe of it. This 
right is alſo founded upon the excellen- 
cy of his Being. That which is excellent 
having a right torule in the way of that 
excellency,that which is infertor 3 every 
man hath a natural right to rule another®. 
in his own art andskill wherein he excells 
bim : If it be the right of a chief Magl- 
ſtrate to managethe concerns of his King- 
dom, with what reaſon can we deny that 
right to God? | «© 

2. ny A FL qulifed the the avegls 


government 
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government of the World. All Creatures as 
.they were unable to create themſelves, 
ſo are unable to manage themſelves with- 
+ out the Direction of a Superior power, 
much'more unable to manage the vaſt 
body of the world. God 150nly fit in 
regard of | | | 
1. Power : Conſervation 1s continuata 
Creatio;that power which is fit to Create, 
!s only fit to preſerve. A continued Crea- } 
tion belongs as much ro Omnipotency, 
as the firſt Creation. | 
The Government of it requires no Jefs } 
power, both in regard of the numerouſse {| 
neſs of the obje&s, and the ſtrange con- | 
trariety of paſſions 1n rational creatures, | 
and qualities in irrational; conſervation is 
but one continued a& with creation; fol- 
lowing on from an inſtant to duration, as 
FE aline from its Mathematical point *. : 
|! brad 2. Holineſs and righteouſneſs. If he ' 
plar, -- 
preface. 6. that hates right is not fit to govern, Job 
3I- 34. 17. then he that is infinitely Righte- 
ous, and hath an infinite loveto Righte- 
ouſneſs , is the fitteſt to undertake that 
task; without Righteouſneſs there would 
b2nothing but confuſion in the whole 
creation 3 Diſorder is the effect of un- + 
ET RE: righteouſneſs, | 
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unrighteouſneſs, as order is the effe of 
Juſtice, The juſteſt man 1s fitteſt for ſub- 
ordinate Government among men, and 
the infinite juſt God is fitteſt for the unt- 
verſal Government of the World. 

3. Knowledge. An infinite knowledge 
to deſcry all the contrivances and yarious 
labyrinths of the hearts of men, their ſe- 
cret intentions and aims,is neceſſary. The 
Government of the World conſiſts more 
in ordering theinward faculties of men, 
touching the hearts, and tuning them 
to play what notes he pleaſes, than in ex- 
ternal things. No creature hath the skill 
or power to work immediately uponthe 
will of man; neither Angels nor Devils 
can-do it immediatly, but: by propoſing 


_ objects, and working upon the fancy, 


which is not alwaies ſuccesful. He that 
created theheart, knows all the: wards 
of.it,and hath only the skill to turnit, & 
incline it as he pleaſes; he muſt needsknow 
all the inclinations of the creatures, and 
their proper activities,fince he alone con- 
ferred all thoſeſeveral principlesand qua- 
lities upon them. * Known cn 

are all his works from the' beginning 
of the world, viz. the particular natures, 
We Ot inclinations, 


od *A&.15.8. 
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inclinations, - inward motions, which no 
creature fully underſtands 3 he needs no 
deputy toinform him of what is done, he 
is every Where, and fees all things : 
Worldly Governours cannot be every 
_ whereefſlentially preſent. 

God is ſo perfe&t in his knowledge 
of all things, that he cannot be impoſed 
upon by the evil ſuggeſtions and flatte- 
ries of men or Angels. 

[In nature 1t is ſo, the eye guides the 
body, becauſe that is the chief Organ of 
ſenlitive knowledg; the mind, which is 
the ſeat of Wiſdom guides the whole. 

4. Patience. Infinite patience 1s requi- 
ſite to the preſervation and government 
of the World in the circumſtances where- 
in it hath ſtoodever fince the fall : What 


Angel, though the meekeſt, 'or can all 


the Angels in Heaven be Maſters of ſo 
much patience as isneedful for this work 
_ of governing the World, though for 
the ſpace of one day ? Could they bear 
with all thoſe evils which are committed 
in the world in the ſpace of 24 hours ? 
Might we not reafonably conceive that 
they would be ſo tired withthe obliqui- 

ties, diſorders, deformities which they 


would. 
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would ſee in the as of men, (beſides all 
the evil which isin the hearts of men, 
which lye without the verge of their 
knowledg) that they would rather call 
for fire from Heaven to burn the world 
to Aſhes. 


* Averroes thought, that becauſe of Gods * Trap # 
Exo0d.34- 


ſlowneſs to anger, be meddled not with 
ſablunary concerns :This rather fits him 
for it, becauſe he can bear with the 1n- 
juries of wicked men, otherwiſe the 
world would not continue a moment. ' 
Angels, though powerful, holy, wife 
and patient creatures, yet being creatures, 
they want the infiniteneſs of all theſe 
qualifications which are neceflary to this 
government : Though they are know- 
ing, yet they know not mens hearts; 
though they are wiſe, yet they may be 
charged with a folly uncapable of this ; 
though holy, yet not able in this ref 
to manage it to the ends and defigns of 
an infinite holineſs; though nimble, yet 
cannot be 1n all partsof the world at jeve- 
ry turn :but the Providence of God is 
infallible, becauſe of his infinite Wiſdomz 
indefatigable,becauſe ofhis Omnipoten- 
cy; and righteous, bcauſe of his Good- 
nels. 3. There 
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3. There can be no reaſon rendred why 
God ſhould not aFually govern the World, 
fince He only hath a right and a fitneſs. 
It God doth not actually govern it, it is 
either becauſe He cannot, or becauſe He 
will not. 

x. Not becauſe He cannot; this inability 
muſt be either for want of knowledge, 
or want of power. The one if aflerted, 
would deny his Omnipotence, the other 
his Omniſciencez the one would make 
him a weak God, the other an ignorant 
God, and conſequently no God. 

2. Not becauſe He will not. If He can 
and will not, it 1s, ſay ſome, a teſtimony 
of envy, that he maligns the good of his 
creatures. But not to infift upon this 3 
This muſt be either becauſe of the 

_ 1. Difficulty, This cannot be ; What 
difficulty can there be in a ſingle word, 
or one Att of his will, which can be done 


by God without any moleſtation , were 


there millions of Worlds aswell as this ? 


. For (till they would be finite, and fo 


governable by an infinite Superior. 
May we not more reaſonably think 
the forming ſuch a Maſs would re- 
quire more pairs than the government W 
| .t 
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it ? The right ſtringing an inſtrument 1s 
more trouble to a skilful Muſitian, than 
the trippirg over the ſtrings afterwards 
'to make an harmony. What difficulty 
can it be toOmnipotence ? Is it a greater 
labour to preſerve and govern,. than it | 
was to create? Doth not the Soul order 
every part of the body, and all its funQt- 
ons without any pain to 1t? and ſhall not 
the God that made that Soul ſoindefati- 
gable, much more manage the concern- 
ments of the World: without labour to 
himſe]f?[sit not aseafie with God toguide 
all theſe things by one ſingle att of his 
Will, as for me by an act of my Soul to 
do many things without a diſtin&a&of 
cogitation or conſideration before ? Can 
it be more laborious to him, to govern 
the world, than it is to know all things 
in the world? He ſees all things in an'in- 
ſtant by one aQ of his underſtanding,and 
he orders all creatures in a moment by 
one a(t of his will.Can one a& of his will 
be more painful, than one a& of his un- 
derſtanding # Can he with a word make 
this great Ball, and can he not with as 
much eaſe order all toconformto thelaw 
of his own righteous will ? Can a-conti- 
_nual 
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nual eruption of goodneſs be a difficulty 
to an infinite Being, which we find natu- 
ral to the Sun, to the Fountains,- to the 
Sea, tomany works of that Omnipotent 
Goodneſs ? Or, 

2. Diſparagement. Denial of Gods 
Providence over the leſſer things of the 
World, did ariſe from the conſideration 
of the ſtate of Monarchs, who thought 
it an abridgment of their felicity and dig- 
nity to ſtoop to ſuch low conſiderations 
as the rinutula of their eſtates might ex- 
* at from them, but left them to their 
Vicegerents. But they con(ider not, that 
the felicity of God as it reſp=Cts the crea- 
ture,is to commnnicate his goodneſs toas 
many ſubje&ts as he hath made capable 
of his care. If it were his glory to create 
the world , can it be his diſhonour to 
govern it 2 The glorifying his Wiſdom 
Is as honourable to him as the magnify- 
ing his Power; though both are eminent 
in Creation and Providence, yet his Wif- 
dom is more ſignal in the Governing, as 
his Power was in framing of the world. 

Why was it not as much a diſparage- 
ment to God tocreate thingscontemptt- 
ble in our eyes, as ſince he hath created 
them, 


; 
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them-to'rake care: of ee and marſ{Kal 
them for his own glen ous” ends; The 
Surt in the Heavens s/athHfow of God; 
which doth Hot diſdain} td Communicite 


' its natural 'goodneſs, and einit its beams 
to the tneaneſt Creatures, 5nd let theElft- - 


tle flies ſport themſcIVe35t them, as well 
as the gfeateſt Princes: and cranſmits its 
infloenees%pon thi «bfcure and'at#9 
_ diſtancefrotn it, &by. 1 it manifefts ant 
univerſal Yegard: 4M; And 'wobladt 
not-be'a'diſparagerment to an infifite 
goodiiefst6 be outi!t+7 RA a Creates 
which fe hath (eruftor #'naturdlicois 
munfedtion of goo tothe reſk of fb 
World: Fhe 'very'ebn efation of "the 


Sm; -and "the natiire of" ir, gives wha | 


much an account of God, 'as any 1nani- 
mate 'bbithy Wha tiSever: "Tis as much 
rhe$inthouour ro prodnceafmall taſeQ, 
as*the#ts wth of thegreareſt Plarit:” ** 
Havent ll Creitures a natoral'af- 
fe&ion in them' ro preferveand provide 
for their own? hath not God ul more, 


 wh&enduecd all creatures with rhat.d K 


poſition? 'Whatſoever is'x onurd'es 
 Fection/in creatures, iseminently an 

| Hinite= ptrfettion in” God: IF Obs 
therefore a praiſe to you to preſetve 
your 


i7 


A 
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your own, can it be a diſgrace toGod? 
You may as well ſay, it is as much. a dif- 
honour to him to be goad, as to have a 
tender regard to his creatures, Cenſure 
him as well, you may, for creating them 
for your delight, as preſerving and go- 
verning them for rhe Go end. They are. 
all good, for he pronounced them ſo, and 
being ſo, a God of goodneſs will not ac- 
count them unworthy of his care... Ate 
they now the-Products of his Omnipoe 
tent Wiſdom, and ſhall not they. be the 
objcas of his direting wiſdom? If they 
are not unworthy of God to create, 
how can they be unworthy of God to 
govern Exc, It would be as much be- 
(64 him to make them, as to rule them 
when they were made. 
 [4. Therefore,God doth a nally preſerve 
and govern the world ; though Angels are 
in qaauary in ſome particular works of 
his-providence, yet God is the Steerſ- 
. man, who givesout his particular orders 
to them, Les « 
_ .., Facobs Ladder had the top in Heaves, 
| Where God ſtood to keep it firm;Itsfoot 
.on Earth, and the Angels going up and 
down upon ſeveral errands  attheir 
_ Maſters beck. . As 


As God made all things for:himſelf; fo 

he orders the ends of all things made by 
| him, for his own glory. For being the 
moſt excellent.and intelligent agent, he 
doth reduce. all the motions of his Crea- 
tures to that end for which te niade 
them. . 
| This aQual government of the World 
by God, brancheth it ſelf out in three 
things. .. 
TI. Nothing i is ated in the World 1biths 
out Gods knowledge. The viſion of the 
Wheels in Ezekiel preſents us with an ex- 
cellent portraiture of Providence, there 
are eyes round about the wheels +. '* + Fzek, 

The eye of God'is upon the whole Tir+ 70. cher 
cle of the creatures niotion;: In all the Plex 
revolutlons in the world , there is the." ***? 
' Eye of Gods Omniſtiente to ſee them, 
and thearmof his Omnipotenee tofjuide 
them: Not the inoſt retired corner, or 
the darkeſt cell, not the deepeſt cavern, 
_ or rfioſt inward, projet, 'nor the moft 
ſecret wickedneſs, not the cloſeſt goods 
gels, but the eye of the Lord behoſds it; 
+ Prov.15.3.The eyes of theLord are in "hy 
very place, Jcholding the evil and the good, 2. 
He hears the words, ſees the a ions, 
knows the —_ regiſters the grack | 

ous 


+ Þro, 15; 
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ous diſcourſes, bottles up the-penitent 
tears, and confiders all the ways of 'men ; 
not a. whiſpered Oath, not an Atheiſtical 
thought, though but only peeping upon 
the heart,and ſinking down again 1n that 
maſs of corruption; not a diforderly 
word, but he knows and marks it. The 
Soul hath a particular knowledge of e- 
very at, becauſe it is the ſpring of eve- 
ry att in any member; and nothing is 
done 10 this little World , but the Soul 
knows it. Surely, then'there'1s not an 
att done in the- world, nor the motion of 
any creature, but as God doth concur 
to it, he muſt needs know what he doth 
. concur to. The knowledg and ordain- 
10g every thing is far leſs to:the infinite 
being of God, than the knowledg and 
ordaintngevery motion of the body isto 
a finite Soul. 

Or, Suppoſe a Soul cloathed with a 
body of as big a proportion as the matter 
of the whole creation, it would actuate 
this body, tho. of a greater bulk, and 
know every motion of it. How much 
more God, who hath infinity,and exce}- 
lency and ſtrength of all: Angels and. 

_ Souls, muſt needs aftuate thisworld;and 
know every motion of it? There is no- 
| ; thing 
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thing done inthe World, bur ſome crea- 
ture or other: knows it ; he that adts ir, 
doth at leaſt know it: If "God did' not 
know it, the creatures'then 1n that par- 
ticular knowledge would be ſuperioutto 
God, and know -ſomethipg-'more'than + 
God knows: z-can'this be'poſſible ? © -- 
4% Nothing i is atted in theWorld with-” 
out thiiwill of God. His Willeither com- 
mands it, 'or permits t *, © Pſal. 135. 6. Eph. 1.1 
Whatſorver the Lord Pleaſed, that did be - rs ks 
in heaven: and earth. © frer - 
. Even'the fins of the World, his wit Co of 
 permits-then), his power affifts in the a; ry - 
and: big Wiſdom orders” the finfulnefs 
of the” #&'for holy erids. + The Four* 
Chariots" int Lech, 6: 2,” 3, 4, 5: by 
which ſome underſtand Angels, are ſent 
upon commiſſion intotheſeveral part#of 
the-world, and compared "to' Chariots, 
both for: their ſtrength, their Cwifeneh, 
their imployment in a military] way to/ 
ſecure the Church. 'Theſe 'are ſaid 16: 
come*out of thetwo Monritaids of brats, * y, .. 
which ſignify the irreverſible decrees of: | 
God, whicti the "Angels: are t6 execute. Aa: 
Healaryms up the Winds;wherthe would - 
a Jenab” arreſted ih bis flight. He 
C 3 . ſounds 
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ſounds a retreat to them,and locks them 
up 1n- their ' Chambers *. Bread hath: 
natural vertue in it to nouriſh, but it 
ryuſt be accompanied withhis ſecret bleſ- 
fing, Mat. 4. 4- EO Do 207 : 
Virtute prioms aftus apgentia omnia guitquid agunt, 
3. [Nothing dath jubſif ithans: Gods 
care.and power. His eyes running to and 
frq,impliesnot only As wy A care, 
He doth :not carejeſly bebold what is 
done.in.the World, but like a skilful- Pz- 
lot, he fits at the helm,--and ſteers the 
World in what courſe it ſhould Sail. 
YIur being we owe to his power, our 
well being to his care, our motion and. 
exerting of every. faculty,tohismerciful 
providence and concurrencez ## bir wt 
Live; 4nd move,end have our being *. He 
frames our. being, preſerves our-life, con- 


curs. with our motion.- This is'an [deg 


that bears-datein the minds.of men, with 
the very notion-of a God, -Why-elſe did 
the Heathen in all their.ſtreights fly to 
their altars,: and. fill their -Femples with 
cries and ſacrifices? To. what purpoſe 
was this, if. they.had not acknowledged 
Gods ſuperintendency, his taking notice 


of their cauſe , hearing theic- prayers, 


TOS, 'confi-; 
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conſidering their cries? Why-ſhould they 
do this,if they —_— tharGod did- hoe 
regard humane affairs, -but ſtood'un- 
touched with a ſenſe:of their miſeries? 
If all things were done by | chance, 
there could be = noaarsr ww future 
things, whichwe frequent in Scrip- 
renal by har ways: -aecomplifhed. 
| Impoſlible it'is that —_— xcan be con- 
rinued without his care. If God ſhould 
in the leaſt moment withhold the influ- 
ence of his (haters, ſhould ely 
mto nothing, as the i on of a'Sea 
upon eres - ug zone as ſoon as the 
Seal is removed , or'as the” reflection of 
the face inthe glaſs diſappears upon-the 
firſt inſtant of our removal from'it.” Phe 
light in the air is by participation of the 
hgh of 'the Sun | The light in theater 
thdraws upon 'the departure of the 
Sun. The:Phyſical and moral goodnefof 
the Creature would vaniſh apor theire» 
-moval of God from it; who | is the Foun- 
tain of both. « 
What an Artificer doth work ,may con- 
ticiue, tho (the workman dies, becauſe 
what he doth is materially, asto the mat- 
ter of 1 It, ready to his hands, he creates 
C 4 - not 
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not:the'matter,but:only ſets ps 


gether, and diſpoſeth: them 10to- ſuch a, 


formand, Figure ;-But God gives abeing 
to the matter,ggdarm of: allthings;and 
thergfore the;gefttiguance of that being 
depends'upon tis preſerving ipfluence *. 
Gad- wpholds the World, ant}; confes all 
thaftlaws.wbich habathiopreſſed-u Pon 
every-creatuees;tqibe:put inrtxecution;s 
n9t asſa' manithajy makes-yW atch, and 
wings 1 it-vp,/.andihen-feffers jt-to go:af 
it {e|f;Or that turpsa Riveriinto aporher 
Channel, .ariJetnit alone toravingn the 
graft he hath-rpadeori itz- but thtre is a 
continual concurrence of God. to this 
goodly- frameq';(For-they donhot.enly 
lize,: but-move in-himg or by:chiw4 bis 
hying and - 'Qmojpotent ipower. runs 
through ceveryivein.of- theCreation, gi- 
ving it life and>niotion,and orderingthe 
atts of every--part of this great ibody. 
All-the motions: of ſecond: cauſes} are 
ultimately refalved-into the Providence 
of God, who holds the firſt-lipk afchens 
10 His hands* - More'ſparticulatly:the na» 
ture of Providenee may be Ng by 
Two propofitions. 

The univerſality of FT His eyes. runto 
and 


— 
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and fro throughout the whole Earth. 
'Tis over all Creatures, 1. The high- 
eſt. 2. The loweſt. | 
I. The higheſt and moſi magnificent pie- al | 


ces of the Creation. cteti 2: 
x. Over Jeſus Chriſt, the firſt-born-of 


every creature: Gods :-providence: was 


1n an eſpecial manner=converſant about 


him, and fixel upon him. It was. by the 
determinate counſel of God, that he was 
delivered up*: -His providence:was di- *4#-s.2, 
Iigently exerciſed about him 1r-his whole 3: 
courſe. Chriſt anſwers his- Mothers fo- - 
I;citouſneſs with.the care hisFather took 

of him *. Do you-not know: that I am * uk: - 
about thoſe things my Father. takes care Wt you 
of?* T his expoſition beſtagrees\with his no: char T 
reproof, who blames them for creativgſo __ _—_ 
much trouble to themſelves upow their Fathers 
miſting him in the-Town.'Tis nog why 2/7 5 


gr Tolisg Ts 


do you interruptime"in my difpute with wares. 
the Jewiſh Doors? Bur | How is it chat Ham- 
you ſought me?/Do you think:F am not _ 
under the careof my Father? }] Tr was 
particuJarlyv-exercifed on him inthe mid(t 6798 
of: his *paſſion. '* Sever eyes were upon * >ach, 
the Seoxe. Seven, a number of perfetti- 2.9. + 
00, a perfe(t and peculicr care of God at- 

tended him. '. "27. _— 
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2. Over Angels and Men. The Soul of 
the leaſt Animal, and the ſmalleſt plant, 
1s formed and preſerved by God, but the 
breath of Mankind is more particularly 
in his hand : Fob 12. 10. In whoſe hand 
7s the Soul of every living thing, and the 
breath of all Mankind. f 
I. Over .good Angels and Men. He 
charges his Angels with folly and weak- 
neſs, They cannot dire themſelves with- 
out his wiſdom, nor preſerve thermſelves 
without his power. God hath a Book of 
Providence wherein he writes down 
who ſhall be preſerved, and this Book 
Moſes underſtands, Exod. 32.33. Who- 


ſoever hath ſinned againſt me, him will I 


blot out of my Book.z not the Book of E- 
letion; no names written there are 
blotted out; but out of the Book of.Pro- 
vidence.. As it is underſtood, I1/a.4. 3: 
[every one that is writtin among the li- 
ving in Jerefalem)] 7.e. every one whom 
God deſigns to preſervation and delive- 
rance. * That God, ſurely, that hath a 


| Serm. Pſ.care of the mean animals, will not be 
; | 87.P. 56. 


careleſs of his affetionate Worſhippers. 
He that feeds the Ravens, will not ſtarve 
his Doves.. He that ſatisfies the Raven- 
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ing Wolf, will not famiſh his gentle 
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Lambs and harmleſs Sheep. He ſhelters, ET 


Jacob from Labans fury, and * tutors bim ,, 


w he ſhould carry himſelf towardsthe 
man. He brought Hamar out 

of favour, and ſet Mordecai in his place, 

for -the deliverance 'of the: Jews which 
were delign'd for flaughter.. * 

' 2. Over evil Angls and Men. Gods 
power preſerves them, his patience ſuffers 
them, his wiſdom orders them and their 
evil purpoſes and performances / to his 

own glory. The Devil cannot arreſt 
" Fob, nor touch a Lamb of his Flock, nor 


a hair of bis-head, without a commiſſion 


from God: He canriot-enter into one fi]- 


thy Swine in the Gaderens herd, with- 


out askingourSaviour leave. Whatever he 
dotb, he hath agrant or permiſſion from 
Heaven for-it, Gods ſpecial | providence 
15 over his people, but his general provi- 
dence over all Kingdoms and Countreys. 
.. He takes care :of Syria, as well as of 
Judza, and ſends Eſha toanoint Hazael 
King of Syria, as well as Fehu King of 1 


rael*, Though Iſmael! had mocks for » , xiag, 
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Iſaac, yet the God-of Iſaac provided for 19. 15. 


the wants of Ihreel *. He canſeth his Sun s 


' ; Js 


Gen. 
25. 16, 
i0 I7 , 13, 
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toſhine pon the unjuſt as'well-as the juſt x 


_ to produce: Fruits and Plants for their 


Fen. I. 
- PR 


* Neh. 
9.6. 

* P{.104. 
2TI. 
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147.9: 


. preſervation. , 


II. Over the meaneſt Croldnrat As the 
Sans light; fo Gods Providence difdains 
not the meaneſt worms. *'Tis. obſerved, 
that inthe:enumeration: of the works of 
Creation *, only. the great Whales:and 
ſmall creepingithings are mentioned, and 
not the intermediate creatures, to ſhew 
that the leaſt-as: well as the greateſt are 
under his care:::Tis one 'of: his: Titles to 
be the preſerver of Beaſts:as well as _ 
He 1s ens. ng (Caterer for all creatures*. 
The young Lyons ſeek their meat from God. 
They attend himfortheirdaily/portion 5 
and what they:gather and meet within; 
their purſuir,is Gods gift-tothem, 'ver/. 
27, . 28. He: liſtens to':the cries of the 
young Ravens, though they are Birds of 
Prey. : He» gives. #0: the: Beaſt big food, 
_ to the young Ravens which cry, ''In 
Pſalm 104. David” throughout (the 
whole readsa particular Le&ture of -this 
Doftrine, wherein you may- take a pro- 


- pet of Gods providence: all over the 


_ »: world. He atts them/by a Command- 
©, ment and imprinted Lawupon their na- 


eUrEs, 
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tures, and makes them | obſerve exaly 
thoſe ſtatufes'heerfatts for the guidance 
of themintheirproper operations. P/Al. 
147. 15. [he ſendeth forth- -his Commund- 
ment upon earth, and bis word rits othy 
ſwiftly,] vis. his word of *Providetice. - _ 
God keeps thein"in the dbſctvatiofdf 710 con- 
their firſt! ordinance *.* They" obſerve _ this 
their (tations, theLaw God hath ſet therh, Cn 
as if they had a rational knowledge of to thine 
their duty t-their particular” motions, kg 
Pſ. 104.19, the'Sin knoweth” his gobig a - 
"down, Sometiines he makes them” inſtru- Servants, 
'menrs of his * Miniſtry 'to is; Tometimes SL 
executioners of his judgment }Lice'frfd and what 
Frops arm thetnſelves at his'comthand'to ** #2925 
puniſh Egypt. 'H& makes's While to'at 
tend Jonas dropping into the Sea,tob>an 
inſtrument both''to puniſh andpreſerve 
him; Yea, and which is more *Woridey- 
fat; the mukirude of the” very" Cattle 
Ts brought among" others"'as's reaſon of 
# peoples preſervation from deſitfattior, 
4- rt;'the'multitude'sf the Cattle _ 
ate5oyned with'the multitade of the iti- | 
fatits, as ani-argument'to ſpare Nineveh.. 
He'remembersNo2h's Cart] as well as his 
Sons, Ge#8. 1: God'remerhbreaNoab/and 
every living thing,and allcheCartel'thi 
S were 
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were with him in.the Ark. He numbers 
the very hairs of our heads, that not one 
falls withouthis Will, Not. only the im- 
mortal Soul, but thedecaying body 3 not 
only the vital parts of that, body, but 
the inconfiderable hairs of, the head, 
areunder hiscare. Aparticularadt of re« 
membrance is exerciſed by God for the 
very Cattle. 
I. This is no diſhonour to God, to rake 
care of the meaneſt Creatures. Tis as.ho- 
nourable for his power to fpteſcrvethem, 
and his Wiſdorh to govern them, asfor . 
beth to treate them. *Tis one part of 
a mans righteouſneſs tobe merciful to his 
beaſt which he never made; and is it not 
a part of Gods righteouſneſs as the Recs 
tor of the World, to take care of thoſe 
creatures which "bedid not diſdain to 
"ou a beingto? 
II. It rather conduteth to his howent: 
x. The honour of his goodneſs. It tbews 
the comprebenfiveneſs of his 
which embraceth in the arms of his Pro- 
vidence, the loweſt Fas well as the 
' bigheſt Angel. Shall infinite goodnefs 
_ a cdacd make no proviſionfor 
its ſubfiſtence? At the firſt *nodtion he * 
acknowledged whatever he had created, 


good 
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pood in his kind, good in themſelves, 
good in order to the end for' winch he 
created them) 'ris therefore an honoura- 
ble thing for his goodneſs to conduct 
them to that end,which inthejr creation 
he deſign'd them forz and not leave then 
to wild diſorders unſatable tothe end of 
that goodneſs which firſt called them in- 
to being. If he grow out of love with 
the operations of his hands, he would 
ſeem to grow out of love with his own 
goodneſs that formed them. , _ 
' 2. The honourof his Power and Wiſdom. 
The Power of God is as, much ſeen in 
making an inſect full of life and fpiritin 
all the partsof it, to performalt the ai- 
ons ſuitable to its life and nature, as m 
making creatures of a greater bulk; and 
is it not for the honour of his power to 
_ preſerve them, and the honour of his 
Wiſdom to.diret theſe little animals to 
the end he intended in their creation ? 
for as little as they ſeem to be, an end 
they have, and glorious too, for natu- 
#@ nihil facit fruſtra, It ſeems not tocon- 
fiſt with his wiſdomtonegle@that which 
he hath vouchſafed to create. And 


though the Apoſtle feems to deny Gods 


 eare of Brutes, 1 Cor.g, Doth God taks 
<7 care 


* An. 
drews 
Catechi-- 
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care for Oxen? *Tis true God did not ir 
that 'Law*' only take care of Oxen, i.e. 
with a legiſJaeive care, as making a Law 
only'for them, though with a providen- 
tial care he doth ;'but the Apoſtle there 
doth not deny Gods care for Oxen, but 
makes an argument a minori ad majns. 

2. Providence extends to all the a@ions 
and motions of the Creature. Every ſecond 
cauſe implies a dependance upon a firſt 
cauſe 1n its operation. If God did 'not 
extend his providence over the ations of 
creatures,he would not every where;and 


inall things and beings be the firſt-cauſe. 


1: To natural afions, What an orderl y 
motion 15 there in the natural ations of 


Creatures, which evidenceth a guidance 
by an higher reaſon, fincethey have none 


of their own? How do fiſh ſerve ſeveral 


- coaſts at ſeveral ſeaſons, -as if ſent nv 
a particular meflige. by God? This can- 


not be by any other faculty thanthe 1n- 
ſtint their Maker hath put into them. 
Plants that grow between.a barren and 
fruitful Sofl, ſhoot all their roots towards 
the moiſtand fruitfulground;by what'o- 
ther cauſe then a ſecret dire&ion of Pro- 


ical Do- videritial Wiſdom®*2- There is a Law tm- 


frane,P, 
Go, 


'prelt 


+ 
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preſt upon them and their motions, that | 
are ſoorderly,asiftheywereaCted accord- 

ing to a covenant and agreementbetween 

them and their Creator, and therfore Cal- _ 

led the Covenant of the day and right*. $00 IÞ 
What avails the toy! and labour of man 8 
in plowing, trading, watching, unleſs God 
influence, unleſs he bleſs, unleſs he keep 

the City ? The proceed of all things 
 Yepends upon his goodneſs in blefling, 

and his power in preſerving. God ſignt- 

fied this, when he gave the Law'froqm 
Mount Siz4#, promiſing the People; that 
if they kept his Commandnients , he 

would give them rain indue ſeaſon, and 
that the Earth ſhould bring forth her 
Fruit *. Evidencing thereby, that thoſe * Leyit: 
natural cauſes can producenothing with- dn 
out his bleſfing 3 that though they have 7g;ve ou 
_ natural principles to produce ſuch Fruits 745, and 
according to their natures, yet hecan put v5 all yield 
a ſtop to their operations, and make all her n- - 
their Fruits abortive. He weighs the 7:46.24 , » 
waters, how auch ſhall be poured out! in 24cho fel © 
ſhows bf rain upon the parched earth. /2a// yi2!d 
He makesa decree forthe rain; and pives 5... 
the Clouds a Commiſſion to diflolve 
themſelves ſo much and no more*. Yea, *)-b 


28. 23; 
D he 24, 255 
"26. 
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he doth order the condu@ of them by 
counſel, as imploying his wiſdom about 
theſe things which are of concern to the 
World. Job 37. 11, 12. He ſeattereth his 
bright cloud, and it # turned round about 
by is coun ſels, that they may do whatſoever 
he commands them upon the face. of the 
world in the earth, \ 
2. To Civil ad1ons. Connſels of men 
are ordered by him to other ends than 
what they aim at, andwhich their Wiſ- 
dom cannot diſcover. God ſtirred up 
Senacherib to be the Executioner of his 
Juſtice upon the Jews, and afterwards 
upon the Z#gyptians, when that great 
King defigned onlythe ſatisfaction of his 
ambition in the enlarging his Kingdom, 
and ſupporting his greatnefſs.. Iz; 10. 6, 
7. T will ſend him againſt an hypocriti» 
cal nation,@& againſt the people of my wrath : 
howbeit he means not ſo, neither doth bis 
heart think ſo, ( He deſigns not to bean 
inftrument of my juſtice} but its iz bis 
heart to deitroy and cut. off- nations. wot 
afew. His thoughts and aims were far 
different from Gods thoughts. The 
hearts of Kings are in his hands, as wax 
in the handsof a man,which he can work 
into 
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into what form and ſhape he pleaſes, He 
bath the ſoveraignty over, and the or- 
deringthe hearts of Magiſtrates, P/2.47. 
9.the ſhields of the earth belong unto God. 
Counſels of men for the good of ttispea- 
ple, are his'a&t. The Princes adviſed -Fe- 
remiah and Beruch, Jer:. 36. 19. to hide 
themſelves, which they did yet per. 26. 
it is ſajd the'Lord hid them. ' Though 
they followed the advice of their Court, 
friends, yet they could-not have beenſe- 
cured; had not God ſtept:inby his pro- 


videatial care, and'covered them with\. 


his hand... Itiwas the Courtiers counſel, 
but God challenges the honour of the 
ſucceſs: 7 7h 75 fo dro 3s - 

Military actions are' ordered by him. 
Marſhal:employments areordered by his 
Providence; He is. the great Generalof 
Armies. - 'Tijs; obſerved that-in-the two 
Prophets, 1ſaiahr and Jeremiah, God js 
called the Lordiaf Hoſts no! leſs thay a 


Hundred avd Thirty times, : © Arrow 
3- To priernatural aFions. God doth gy1) ,; 

command: creatures ito do thoſe things Prixc:- 

which arenoway ſuitableto their incli» pies 


own ſervieea writof caſe from theper- 
D 2 formance 


Evers 


+.1.Se(, 


Dationszand'giyes them iometimes for his p70 


* r King 
17* 4 


+ Jonah 


2. [0 


+ Dan. 3; 
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formance of the natural Law he hath im- 
prefled upon them. A devouring Ra- 
ven is made, by the Providence of God, 
the Prophets caterer in a time of Fa- 
mine *. God inſtrudts a ravenous Bird in 
a leſſon of abſtinence for Eljjah's fafety, 
and makes it both a Cook and a Serv- 
10g-man tothe Prophet. The Whale that 
delights to play about the deepeſt part of 


the Ocean, approaches to the ſhore,and 


attends upon Jozah to tranſport him to 
the dry land +. The fire + was ſlaked by 
Gad, that it ſhould not finge the leaft 
hair of the three childrens heads, but was 
let looſe to conſume the Officers of the 
Court. T he mouths of the ravenous Lions 
which had been keptwith anempty ſto- 
mach, were muzled by God, that they 


ſhould not prey upon Dariel in a whole 


- Dightsſpace, God taught them an Heroi- 


cal temeperance with ſo dainty a diſh at 


their mouths 3 and yet they tore the ac- 

cuſers in a trice. | 
4. To all ſupernatural and miraculous 
aFions of the creatures which are as ſo 
many new creations 3 as when the Sun 
went backward in Hezekgih's time;when 
it ſtood (till in the valley of Ajalor, that 
—_ 


S., 
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oſbuah might compleat his Victory on 
Ty Cons The boyſterous vi 
ſtood on a heap like Walls to ſecure the 
Iſraelites paſſage; but returning to their 
natural motion, were the /Eg yptians Se- 
pulchre. When creatures have ſtept our 
of their natural courſe, it could not be 
the at of the creatures, it being ſomuch 
againſt and above their natures, but it 
muſt be by the order of ſome Superior 

5. To all fortuitons ations, What is 

caſual to us, is ordained by God as 
effes ſtand related tothe ſecond cauſe, 
they are many' times contingents but as 
they ſtand related to the firſt cauſe;they 
are as of his Counſe},and directed by | 
his Wiſdom, God never left ſecond 
cauſes to ſtraggle and operatein a Vaga- 
bond way 3 tho the effe& ſeem tous to 
be a looſe att of the creature,yet it is di- 
rected by a Superior cauſe to ahigher 
end than we can preſently 1magine. :The 
whole diſpoſing of the lot which iscaſt 
intothelap,isfrom the Lord*.A Souldier P-o. 16. 
ſhoots an.arrow at random , and God 33: 

uides it to be the Executioner of Ahab RO 
Ge his Sin* ; which death was foretold, , 4... 2 
2; D 3 by 2: 24. by F*- 
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by, Micajab, %. 17: 28, -God gives us 4 
certain Rule tojudge of ſucheontingen- 
cies, Exod. 21..13. Andiif a ma#lie not 
in wait, but God deliver him into his hand. 
A man accidentally kills another, bur ic 
is done by a ſecret commiſſion from God. 
[ God delivered him into hit hands. JPro- 
yidenece is the great Clock, keeping time 
__ andotder, not only hourly, but inſtantly 
* Fuller to ts own honour *. 3 
- "i 6. To all voluntary ations. 
Cent. 6. t.' Ty good ations. Not by compel- 
book 2. P: Jing, but ſweetly inclining, determining 
J'- the Will, ſo that it doth that willingly, 
which by an unknown and unſeen neceſ- 
fity-cannot be omitted. It conſtrains not 
a manto good: againſt his wilbut-pow- 
erfully movesthe will to do'thatby con- 
ſent, which God hath determined'ſhall be 
done. The way of man is not ini bimfelf; 
the motion is mans, the aaion is mans, 
but thedirection of his ſteps is from God. 
2r. 10.23: Tis not in manthat walketÞ, 
jo dared bis ſteps. PA EOACF Rt | 
2. Toevil ads0ns, 3450. $46. 
r. {n permitting them tv be done. ' 1d0o- 
latries and follies of the Heathert were 
permitted by God. He checked''themn 
| -” , not 
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not in their courſe, bur laid the reins up 
on their necks, and fuffered them to run 
what racethey pleaſed, A&s 14. 16. Who 
in times-paſt ſufſered all nations to-walk. in 
their own wajes. Not the-moſt execrable 
villany that ever was committed fd the 
world, conld have been 'done without 
his permiſſion. Sin isnot-awabile propter ſe, 

and therefore the permiſſion of it is:not 


deſirable in it ſelf, but the permiſſion of 


It is only defirable, and horitſtaturex- fine. 
Godis good and wiſe ad righteous 1n all 
his afts; ſo likewiſe in'his a&of permit- 


tivg fin: and thereforehewillsit out'of 


ſome good and righteous end,whichbe- 
longs to' the manifeſtation of his plory, 
-which-is-that he intends in all theadts of 
his will; of which thisis'one. Wicked 
-men are aid to be a ſtaff in-Gods hatid; 
-AS.2 mic} inans es a ftaff- which is iy his 
Own powerz" doth God wahage wick- 
ed mentor” his wer holy putpoles, and 
they cargo no further ez: God gives 
them hcenſe!' 
2, In ordering them. - God coverns 
them by his own unſcarchable Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs{/ and diredts'them to the 
belt and holieft ends. -Contrary tothe 
| D 4 natures 
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natures of the fins, and the intentions of 
the finner. Foſe pb s brothers ſold him 
to gratifie their revenge,and God order- 
ed it for their preſervation. in a time of 
famine: Pharaohs hardneſs is ordered 
by God for bis own-glory,and that Kings 
deſtruQion : God decrees the delivering 
up Chriſt to death , and Herod, Pilate, 
the Phariſees and common rout. of Peo- 
ple in ſati:fying their own paſſion, do 
but execute what God had plain. 
ed. AQ. 4. 28. For to do whatſoever thy 
band aud thy counſel determined before to 
be dove. Judas his. covetouſneſs and 
the Devils malice are ordered by God to 
execute his decree for theredemption of 
the World. Titus the Emperour ,- his 
ambition led him to Jeraſalew,but Gods 
end isthe fulfiling of bis threatnings,and 
theraking revenge upon theJews for their 
murdering, of Chriſt. The aim of the 
Phy fician is the Patients health, when the 
1ntent of the Leeches is holy toſuck the 
blood. God bath holy ends in permit- 
tivg ſin, while man bath unworthy ends 
-za cotymitting it. The rain which makes - 
the Earth fruitful, is exhaled out of the 
Salt- Waters, which would of themiehygs 
pou 


4 
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ſpoil the ground, and make it unfruitfa]. 

The deceiver and the deceived are his, Fob 

12. 16, Both the ation of the Devilthe 
Seducer,and of wicked menthe ſeduced, 
are reſtrained by God within due bounds, 

in ſubſerviency to bis righteous will [for 

with himis ſtrength and wiſdom] © _ 

'. 2. As Providence is univerſal, ſo it is Second 
myſterious." Who, can 'trace the motions ©” cy or 
of Gods eyes in their race ? He + makes + Pal. 
the Clouds his Chariot in his motions a» 1943» 
bout the Earth, and his throne isjin the ' 

dark. He walks upon the wings of the 
wind.His providential ſpeed makes ittoo 
quick for our underſtanding. His wayes - 
aremyſtcrious,and put the reaſon & wi- 
dom of men to a ſtand. The cleareſt fight- 
edServantsof God donot ſee the bottom 
_of his works; the motion of Gods eyes is 

= quick for ours. 

Jobn Baptifs is. ſo atoniſhe at the 
Going condeſcention of his. Saviour to 

be baptized of bim, that he forbids it * 5 Mae. 2. 
Man :is a weak creature , ang cannot 14 
race or (cent.out.the wiſdom of God. 
; But this myteriouſneG and darknes 
| as Providence adds aluſtre to. it. As 
ſtones ſet in Ebony, thoughcthe grow ds 
FS" oo er T7 0 32s DB, £ be 


7 


42 


1:21. After that' the world by wi 
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be dark, make the beauty and ſparkling 
the clezrer. 

1. His wayes are above human methods. 
Dark Providences are often the ground- 
work of ſome excellent piece he is about 
to diſcover to the world. His methods 
are like a plaited Pifture , which on the 
one fide-reprefents a Negro, on the o- 
, thera Beauty. He lets'Sarahs womb'ibe 
* dead, and then brings out the root of a 
| Humerous Progeny. He makes Facob a 
Crippte,” and then a- Prince to prevail 
with God He gives him a wound, ' and 
then a Bleſſing g, Heſendsnot the Goſpel 
ill reafon was nonpluſt, and that -the 
world it 'that higheſt wifdom it th&at 
that tine attained unto, was not abJe'to 
'#rrive tothe knowledge of God; | *+Odp. 


knew not God,it pleaſed God bythe foolsh- 
neſs of preacting to ſave thet#hat believe. 
i 2. His ends are of a bigher' ſtrain _ 


* the aimsrof mer, Who would have though 
that theforces Cyrvs raiſed- againſt Be 


bylon to ſitisfie his own atnbition, ſhould 


bea means to deliver the: Tfaelites, 'and 


reſtore the Worſhip of God inthe Tem- 
ple? God had this end, which T/azab 
prophecyed 
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prophecyed of, and Cyrzs never 'dreatnt 
of, [ja. 44.28. That ſaith of Cyrus, thou 
art my Shepherd, and ſhalt perform 'all my 
pleaſure, even ſazing that Jeraſalem'ſball be 


bnilt, &c.* And this a long time before #16. 45- 
Cyrus was born : Pharoah ſent Iſrael a< * 


way in the very night, at the end of the 
four hundred and thirty years, the time 
prefixt by God; he could not keepthem 
longer becauſe of Gods promiſezhe would 
not becauſe of Gods Plagues. God aims at 
the glorifying his truth, in keepingtonch 
with his word. ; Pharaoh deſigns” not the 
accompliſhing Gods will, but his deli- 

verance from Gods judgertents: © = 
| There is an' obſervable cotifideration 
ro this pttrpoſe, how Gods ends are far 
different from mans. Lzke 2.1, 4. Inthe 
taxing the whole World by Auguſtus. 
Avon lus out of prideto ſee what a nu- 
merous people he was Prince of” would 
rax the whole world : Some tel} us he 
had*apointed the enrolling *the' whole 
Empire Twenty Seven years Before the 
Birth of our Saviour, and had proclaim- 
ed itat Zarracoz 1n Spain: But ſoon after 
this proclamation', Azg»finus found a 
breaking out of ſome ſtirs, and thereup= 
| | ON 


one deferred his reſolution to ſome other | 
fit time, which was the very time of the 
bicth of Chriſt. Sce now Gods wile 
diſpoſal of things, in changing Auguſtus's 
reſolution, and deferring it till the Forty 
- fourth year of his Reigo, when Chriſt 
was ready to come into the World | And 
this by giving occaſion, yea neceſſitating 
Mary to come from Nazareth, where | 
Joſeph and Mary dwelt, who perbaps 
being big with Child, without this ne- 
ceſiity laid upon herby the Emperors E- 
dict, would not have ventured uponthe 
Journey to Bethlehem : there ſhe fallsin }. 
travel, that ſo Chriſt the ſeed of David 
being conceived in Nazareth, ſhould be | 
born at Bethlew, where Fefſe lived, and 
David was born. How wiſely doth God 
order the. ambition and pride of men to 
fulfil his own prediQions, and to publiſh 
the truth of Chriſts birth of the ſeed of |} 
David?for the names of Joſeph and Ma- 
ry were found in the Records of Rome 
in Teriallians time? | 
-. 3. God bath ſeveral ends in the ſame 
aFiov. TJacob 1s oppreſt with Famine, 
Pharaoh enficht, with plenty, but Jo- 
feph's impriſonment is in order to vio a- 
| | | | : tancrs 
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Fathers telief, and: Pharaohs wealth 3 
his Miſtreſſes anger flings him into a pri- 
ſon. Foſeph is wronged, and hath Cap- 
tivity for a reward of his chaſtity. God 
makes it a ſtep to his advancement, and 
by this way brings him from a Captiveto_ - 


be a favourite. What is Gods end ? Not 


only to preſerve the Egyptian Nation, 
but old Facob and his Family, Was this 
all that God aimed at? No. He hath a 
_ farther deſign, and lays the Foundation 
of ſomething to be acted in the future 
age. By this means Jacob is brought into 
Egypt, leaves his poſterity there, makes 
way for that glory in the working ofthe 
future miracles for their deliverance,ſuch 
an ation that the world ſhould continu- 
ally ring of, and which ſhould be atype 
of the ſpiritual deliverance by Chriſt. 

4. God has more remote ends than fhort 
ſighted Souls are able to eſpy.God doth not 
eye only the preſent advantage of himſelf 
and his Creature, but hath an eye to his 
own glory in all, yea, in the very laſt 
ages of the world. In ſmall things, there 
are often great deſignslaid by God, and 
myſteries 1n the leaſt of his afts. Iſazc 
was delivered from his Fathers __ 
| Ww 
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when he was intentionally dead, to ſet 
forth to the World atype of Chriſts re- 
ſurredq1on, and a Ram is conducted thi- 
ther by God,and entangled in thethickets 

| and apointed to ſacrifice, whereby God 

+ Halls ſets forth a type of Criſts death *. He 

Contempl. zſeth the captivities of the people toen- 

ha large the bounds of the Goſpel, 

The wiſe men were guided by a Star 
to Chriſt as King of the Fews, and come 
topay homageto himin his infancy;when 
was the foundation of this remarkable 
event Jaid? Probably in Balaams pro- ' 
phecy (Numb. 24. 17. 1 ſhall ſee him, but 
ot now : Þ ſhall behold ham, but not nigh. 
There ſhall come aStar out of Jacgb, and a 
Scepter ſhall riſe out of Iſrael, 8&c.) tranſ- 
mitted by traditionto thoſe Wiſe men, 
and perhaps renewed by Sybylla Chaldea, 
and confirm'din their minds by. the Jews, 
whilſt 1n the Babyloaiſh captivity. they 
converſed with them. Thus God many - 
ages before, in this prophecy had anend 
in-promotiog the readier entertainment 
of Chrit among this people, when he 
ſhould be born; whar the wiſe mens end 
was,the Scripture doth not acqualat us 
but however, their gifcs were a means £- 

_ preſerve 


- * "97. "© 
ONE IEP ooo TEST ab — 
7 p 


Divine Providence. 47 
preſerve our Saviour, Joſeph and Mary, 
from the rage of a Tyrant, and affording 
them wherewithal to ſupport : them in 
Egypt, whither they were ordered by | DE] 
God to fly for ſecurity. So* God threat- = IP 
ens by the Prophet the Noble-man for * ** 
his ſcoffing unbelief, that though he 
ſhould ſee the plenty, that he ſhould not 
taſte of it. See how God doth order 
Second cauſes, naturally to bripg about 
' his own decree | The Kipg gives this 
perſon charge of the gate » whilſt the 
- peoplecroud for proviſion toſatisfie their 
hunger, they accqmplilh the threatning 
- which they had. no. intentions to do, 
and trod him to death. Now I cometo- 
ſhew, That there is a Providence, 
I. The Wiſdom of (God would not be ſo 
per/picuous, were there. not a providence to 
the world. "Tis eminent in the creation, 
but more illuſtrious 1n the Government *T(a.o8, 
of the creatures. .,A Muſician. diſcovers 29. This 
more skill io the touching an inſtrpment 4 Y_ 
_ and ordering the ſtriogs, to ſound what75"4 of 
notes be pleaſeth, | than he doth.in. the ſs, 2 
firſtframiog and making of it. * All-Gods wonderful : 
rovidences are but his rouchofthe ſtring i» Counſel 
of this great inſtrument of the World, #14<*- 


cellent in 


And wor king. 


43 


_ be 
And all his works are excellent, becauſe 
they are the fruit of his wonderful couns 
ſel and unſearchable wiſdom, which is 
moſt ſeen in his providerice, as in read- 


-Ing the verſes before. His power is glo- 


rified in creating and upholding this Fa- 
brick. How ſhall his wiſdam be glorified 
but in his government of it? Surely God 
will be no leſs intent upon the honour of 
his wiſdom,thai upon that of his power. 


For if any Attribute may be ſaid to exce] 


another, it is his Wiſdom and Holineſs; 
becauſe thoſe are perfetions which God 
hath ſtampt upon the nobler part of his 
Creation. Inferior creatureshave more 
power and ſtrength than man z but Wiſ- 
dom is the perfe&ion of a rational crea- 
ture. Now it is Gods wiſdom to diret 
all things to their proper end,as well as to 
appoint them their eads,which direction 
muſt be by a particular providence, e- 
ſpecialy in thoſe things which knownot 
their end, and have no reaſon to guide 
them. We know in the World it is 
not a part of wiſdom to leave things to 
chance, but to ſtate our ends, and lay a 
platform of thoſe means which dire& tg 
an attaining of then, And Wiſdom 4 
mor 
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moſt ſeen in drawing all things together, 
and making them ſubſexvient to theend 
he hath fixed to himſelf; and therefore 
one of the great things that ſhall be ad- 
mired at laſt, next to the great work of | 
redemption, will be the harmony an 
- conſentofthoſe things which ſeem'd con- 
trary, how they did all conſpire for the 
bringing about that end which God 
aimed at. 

2. The means whereby God a&s, diſcc« $: condly 
wer a providence. He ads 
 : I. By ſmall means. The confi Jera- 
ble afticns in the World haveuſually ve- 
ry ſmall beginnings. As of a few letters, 
how many Thouſand words are made? 
of Ten figures, how many Thouſand 
Numbers? And a point is the beginning 
of all Geometry. A little ſtone flung in- 
toa pond, makes a little circle, then a 
greater,till it in largethit ſelf to both the 
fides. So from ſmall beginnings, God 
_ doth cauſe an efflux through the whole 
World. 
. 7. He uſeth ſmall nieans in his ordinary 
peu The common works of nature 
ſpring from ſmall beginnings. Great, 
Jants are formed from ſmall ſeeds. The 
E Clouds 


* John. 
I4. 12. 
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Clouds which water the great Garden of 
the World, are but a ColleCtion of Va- 
pours. The nobleſt operations of the 
Soul are wrought in an Organ, 7s. the 
Brain, compoſed of coagulated Phlegm. 
Who would imagine that Sazlin ſeeking 
his Fathers Afles,ſhould find a Kingdom? - 
| 2, In bis extraordinary works he nſeth 
ſerall means, Eliſha that waited upon E- 
lijab, and poured water upon his hands, 
ſhall do greater miracles than his Maſter. 
And the Apoſtles ſhall do greater works 
than Cariſt * ; that the world may 
know that God is not tyed to any means 


that men count excellent; that all Crea- 


tures are his, and aft nor of themſelves, 
but by his Spirit and power. 

[n his extraordinary works of Juſtice. 
He makes a Rod in the hand of Moſes to 
confound theskill of the /Egyptian Ma- 
gicianss He commiſtioned Froggs and 
Flyes to countercheck a powerful and 
mighty people. When Benhadad was ſo 

roud as to fay,the duſt of Samariaſhould 


* 1 X! 2 not ſuffice for handfals for his Army, God 


20.14. 
The young "= 
me2n of the Princes 


Princes of 
the Pro- A 


INces. 


ſcattered hisarmy by the Lacquies of the 

*#, about two hundred thirty 

The little fliog inthe hand of EF 
wi 
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vid a youth , guided by Gods eye and 
hand, is a match fit enough for a blaſ- 
phemous Gyant, and defeats the ſtrength 
of a Weavers beam. 

In his extraordinary works of mercy, 
I. In the deliverance of a people or per- 
ſon. A dream was the occaſion of Joſephs 
greatneſs and Jacob's preſervation. He 
uſed the Cacklings of Geeſe to ſave the 
Roman Capitol from a ſurprize by the 
Ganls. He picks out Gideon to be a Gee 
neral, who was leaſt in his fathers e- 
ſieem *. and what did his army confi t 


of, but few, and thoſe fearful *; thoſe , * Fude 
that took water with their hands, (which * 3,4. 
as Joſephus ſaith, is a natural ſign of fear) 7: 6, 7- 


did GoJ chooſe out to overthrow the 
Midianites, who had overſpread the 
Land as Graſhoppers, to ſhew that he 
can make the moſt fearful men to befuf- 
ficient inſtruments againſt the greateſt 
Powers, when the concernments of his 
Church and people lye at ſtake, 

God ſodelights in thus baffling the 
pride of men, that Aſa uſes it as an argu - 
ment to move God to deliver him inthe 
ſtrait he was in, when Zerah the /Ethio- 
Pian came againſt him with a great muſti- 

E 2 | tude; 
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tude, when he was but a ſmall Point and 
center 1n themid(t of a wide circumfes 


* 2 Chron. TEINCE " Hereby God ſets off his own 


14. II. 


Lord gt 35s 


nothing 


power, and evidenceth his ſuperinten- 


dent care of his People. It was more 


with thee (ignally the arm of God for Moſes to cone 


to belp 


with ma- 


found Pharaoh with his Lice and Frogs, 


»y 0-with than if be had beaten him in a plain field 


few: 


* P/al. 
22. 6. 


with his Six Hundred Thouſand Iſraelites. 
2, In the Salvation of the Soul, Our 
Saviour himſelf, though God, the great 
Redeemer of the World, was ſo mean in 
the eyes of the World, that he calls him- 
ſelf a worm, and zo man*. He picks out 
many times the moſt unlikely perſons 'to 
accompliſh the greateſt purpoſes for 
mens Souls. He lodgeth the Treaſures 
of Wiſdom in veſlels of Earth. He 
choſenot the Cedarsof Lebanon, but the 
Shrubs of the valley 5 not the learned 
Phariſces of Jers/alerr, but the poor men 
of Galilee; out of the mouths of Babes and 
Sucklings he ordains praiſe to himſelf 
The Apoltles breeding was not capa- 
ble of ennobling their minds, and fitting 
them for ſuch great ations as Chriſt em- 
ployed them in. But after he had new- 
moulded and enflamed their Spirits, he 
made 
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made them of F i{hermen, greater con- 
uerors of the World, than the moſt 


magnified Grandees could pretend to. 


Thus Salvation ts wrought by a cruci- 
fied Chriſt 3 and that God who made 


the world by wiſdom, would fave it by - 


the fooliſhneſs of preaching ; 3 andmake 


Parl,the leaſt of the Apoſtles,as he terms © 


himſelf more ſuccesful than thoſe who had 
been inſtrudted at the feet of Chriſt *. 

2. By contrary means, God by his 
Provideuce makes contrary things con- 
tribute to his glory, as contrary Colours 
in a picture do' to the beauty of the 
piece. Nature is Gods inſtrument to do 
whatſoever he pleaſesz and therefore 
nothing ſo contrary, but he may bring 
to his own ends. As in ſome Engines 
you ſhall ſee wheels have contrary moti- 
ons, and yet all in order to one and the 
ſame end.; God cured thoſe'by a Brazen 
Serpent, which were ſtung by the fiery 
ones:3 whereas Braſs is naturally hurtful 
to thoſe that are bit by Serpents *. 

I. Aﬀicdions. F oſeph' is fold for a 
ſlave, and: God ſends him asa' Harbin: ; 


Y 2 Cor. 


15.9, 10: 


* Groti- 
$. Mat: 


>: £0-i6cls 


ger; his Brother ſold him to deſtroy narurali- 


him, and God ſends him to fave them. 
| E 3 Pants 


rer nocet 
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Pauls bonds inthe opinion of ſome might 
have (iiflcd the Goſpel, but he- tells us, 
that they had fallen out to the furtherance 
of the Goſpel, Phil. r. 12. 

2. $ins. * God doth often effef his 
ſt 11 by our weakneſs, neither-there- 
- by juſtifying our infirmities,nor blemiſh- 


806, 807. ing his own action. Facob gets the 


bleſing by unlawful means, telling no 
leſs then two hes to attain it; [I am E- 

ſau, and this is veniſon JBut hereby God 
brivgs about the performance of his pro- 
miſe, which 1ſaac's naturalaffeQion to E- 
fan would have hindred Jaceb of. 

The breach of the firlit Covenant was 


an  occalion of introducing a. better. 


Mans inning away his firſt ſtock, was an 
occaſion to God'to enrich bim. with a 
ſurer. The loſs of his original righte- 
- ouſneſs made way for a clearer and more 
durable. The folly of man made way 
for the evidence o* Gods wiſdom; and 


the ſin of man for the ' manifeſtation of 
his grace , and by the wiſe diſpoſal of 


5 God,openis a way for the honour of thoſe 


. Attributes, which would not elſe have 
+ been experimentally known by the Sons 


*l of men. 
| 3, Caſual 
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The Viper which 


3. Caſual means. 


 Jeapt upon Pals hand. out ofthe bun- 


dle of ſticks, was a caſual aft, but de- 


ſigned by the providence of God for the 


propagation. of the Goſpel. Pharaob's 
Daughter comes caſually to waſh her 
ſelf 1n the river, but indeed conducted 
by. the ſecret influence of God upon her, 
to reſcue Moſes expoſed to a forlorn 


_ condition, and breed him up in the Z&- 


gyptian learning,that he might be the fit- 
ter to be his Kindreds deliverer. Saul 
had been hunting Dazzd, and at laſt had 


lodged him in a place whence he could . 


. Not well eſcape, and being ready tole1ze 
upon him, 1n that very inſtant of time a 


Polt comes to Saxl and brings the new? 
that the Philiſtizes had invaded the 
Land, which cut out other work for 
him, and David for that time eſcapes *. 

3. Reaſon. Such aFions and events of 
things are in the world, which cannot ratio- 
zally be aſcribed to any other canſe than a 
ſupreme providence. 'Tis ſo loin common 
things, Men have the ſame parts, the 
ſame outward advantages, the ſame in- 
duſtry, and yet proſper not alike. Ope 
labours much, and gets littlez another u- 
E 4 {cs 


* i Sam 
23.26, 
27. 28: 
Th.rdly. 
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ſes not altogether ſuch endeavours, and 
bath riches flowing in upon him. Men 
lay their projets deep, and queſtion 
not the accompliſhment of them; andare ' 
diſappointed by ſome ſtrange and un- 
foreſeen accident. And ſometimes men 
attain what they deſire in a different 
way, and many times contrary .to the 
Method they had proje&ed. This is e- 
videnced, | 

1. By the reftraints upon the paſſuons of 
21en. The waves of the. Sea, and the tu- 
mults of the People are much of the 

* p/al. ſameimpetuous natures, and are quelled 
37; by the ſame power *. Tumults of the 
fiille:hthe People could no more be (tilled by the 
” Y _ . force of a man, than the Waves of the 
zndtu- Sea by a puff of breath, How ſtrangely 
mule of did God qualify the hearts of the /Eg yp+ 
” Sk tians willingly to ſubmit to the fale of 
' their Land, when they might haveriſen 

* Gen- 47-1n a tumult, broke open the Granaries, 

. 392%: and ſupplied their wants *. Indeed, if 
the World were left to the conduct of 
chance or fortune, what work would 
the ſavage luſts and paſſions ofmen make 
among us? How is it poſſible that any 
but an Almighty Power - can temper ſo 
: RE PE, many 
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many jarring Principles, and rank ſo ma- 

ny quarrelſom and turbulent Spirits1n a 

due order ? If thoſe brutiſh paſſions 

- which boyl in the hearts of men, were 

let looſe by that infinite power that bri- 
dles them, how ſoon would the World 
be run headlong into unconcetvable con- 
fuſions, and be rent 1n pieces by its own 
diſorders ? 

| *2, By the ſudden, changes which are 
made upon the Spirits of men for the pre- 
ſervation of others. God takes off the 
Spirit of ſome as he did the wheels from 
the Egyptian Chariots, in the very act of 
their rage. Paul was (iruck down, and 


changed while he was yet breathing out 
threatnings,@&c. God ſces all the work- | 


ings of mens hearts, all thoſe cruel inten- 
tions in Eſa againſt his Brother Jacob ; 
but God on 'a ſudden turns away that 
torrent of hatred, and diſpoſeth E/ax for 


a friendly meeting *. And he who had £ 


beforean exaſperated malice by reaſon of 
the loſs of his birth-right and bleſling, 
was 1n a moment a changed. man. Thus 
was Sauls heart changed towards David, 
and from a Perſecutor, turns a juſtifier 
of him, confeſſeth Davids innocence, 
(7 pH | poo and 
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and his own guilt, 1 Sam, 24. 17, 18. 
thou art more righteous than I, for thou haſt 
rewarded me good, whereas I have reward- 
ed thee evil, &c. What reaſon can be ren- 
dred for ſoſudden a change in Saxl's re- 
, vengeful Spirit, which had all the force 
of intereſt to ſupportit, and conſidered 
by bim at that very time? For wver/. 24. 

' he takes ſpecial notice that his Family 
: ſhould be difinhesited, and David be his 
Succeſſor in the Throne. How {uddenly 
did God turnthe Edpe of rhe Sword,and 
the heart of an Enemy from Fehoſaphat? 
2 Chron, 18. 31. Jehoſaphat cried out, 

and the Lord helped him, and God mov- 
ed them to depart from him. The Holy 
Ghoſt emphatically aſcribes it to Gods 
motion of their wills, by twice expreſſing 
.1r. But ſtranger 1s the preſervation of 
the Jews from Humans bloody deſigns, 

after the decree was gone out againſt 
"ther. Mordecai the Few is made Aha- 
ſuernss Favourite by a ſtrange wheeling 
of Providence: Firſt, The Kings Eyes 
are held waking, and he is inclined to 
paſs away the ſolicarineſs of the night 
with a Book rather than a Game,or ſome 


other Court paſt- time 3 no book did = 
| » 
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fix on but the Records of that Empire, 
no place in that voluminous Book, but the 
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Chronicle of Mordecai's ſervice *in the Eftiers . 


diſcovery of a treaſon aganiſt the Kings 
life; he doth not careleſly paſs it over, 
but inquires what recompence had been 
beſtowed on Mordecai for ſo conſidera- 
ble a ſervice, and this juſt before Morde- 
cai (ſhould have been deſtroyed had A4- 
haſuerus (lept, Mordecai and all his 
Countrey-men had been ſacrificed not- 
withſtanding all his Loyalty. Could this 
be a.caſt of blind chance which had ſuch 
a\concatenation'of evidences in it for a 
ſuperior Power ? 

3. In cauſing Enemies to do things for 


x, 2: 


others,which are contrary to all rules of po-_ 


licy. Tis wonderfal, that the Fews, a 
People known to be of a ſtubborn na» 
ture, and tenacious of their Laws,where- 
4n they differed from all the Nations, 
ſhould 1n the worſt of their captivities be 
ſo often befriended by their Conquerors 
not.only to rebuild their City, and re- 


.edify their Temple, but at the chargeof 


their Conquerors too. The very Ene- 
mies that had captived the Jews, though 
they knew them to bea People apt to re- 
; bel : 


« A Diſcourſe of 
bel: That the People whoſe Temple 


they helped to build, would keep up a 
diſtin worſhip and diff-rence in Reli- 


gion, which is uſually attended with the 


_ animoſities; and when they 
new It to be lo ([trong in ſcituation ag 
tobe a Fort as well as a place of worſhip. 


That for this, their Enemies ſhould 


furniſh them with materials, when they 
were not in a condition to procure any 
for themſelves, and give them money out 
of the publick Exchequer, and timber 


* Ezra 1! out of the Kings Forreſt, as we read *., 


T, 2,4,]- 


Ezra "pe 


And all this they look upon as the hand 


12, 15,19. of God. Ezra 6.22. | The Lord had turn- 


Ezra 6. 
4:5-5,9, 


ed the heart of the King of Aſjyria unto 
them, to ſtrengthen their Sands inthe work 


Nehem: 2- of the houſe of God. And the Heathen 


Artaxerxes takes notice of it. Cicero tells 
us, that in his time Gold was carried out 
of Italy for the ornament of the Temple. 
They had their rites in Religion preſerv- 
ed intire under the Roman Government, 
though more different from the Rowan 
cuſtoms than any Nation ſubdued by 
them. Dzor: and Sexeca, and others, ob- 
ſerve, that whereever they were tranſ- 
_ they proſper'd and gave Laws 
to 
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tothe vitors. And this was ſo general- 
ly acknowledged, that Hamans Cabinet 
councel (who were ſurely none of the 
meaneſt States-men) gave him no hopes 
of ſucceſs, when he appeared againſt 
Mordecai, becauſe he was of the race of , 


the Fews*; ſo much did God ownthem by E/tb. 6. 


his gracious Providence : They were al- '*: 
ſo intire ſoin all their Captivities before 
their crucifing of our Lord and Saviour, 
that they count their genealogies. 
4. In infatuating the Counſels of men. 
God ſets a ſtamp of folly upon the Wiſ- 
dom of men, 1/2. 44. 25. That turns the 
wiſe men backward, and makes their know- 
ledge fooliſhneſs: And makes their Counſels 
as Chafſ and Stubble. Iſaiah 33. 11. [Te 
ſhall conceive chaff, and ſhall bring forth 
ſtubble. Herod was a crafty perſon, inſo- 
much that Chriſt calls him Fox. How 
fooliſh was he in managing his proje& of 
deſtroying Chriſt, his ſuppoſed competi- 
tor in the Kingdom?When the wiſe men 
came to Feruſa/em, and brought the news 
of the birth of a King of the Jews, he 
calls a Synod of the ableſt men among the 
Jews. The reſult of it is to manifeſt the 
truth of Gods prediCtion 1n the place of 
our 
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our Saviours birth, and to dire the 
wiſe men in their way to him. Herod 
had no reſolutions, but Bloody, concern- 
10g Chriſt *. God blinds his mind in the 
mid(t of all hiscrafr,that he ſeesnot thoſe 
rational waies which he might make uſe 


of for the deſtruction of that which he 


feared; he ſends thoſe wiſe men, meer 
ſtrangers to him, and intruſts them with 
ſogreat- a concern; he goes not himſelf, 
nor ſends any of his Guard with them to 


cut him off immediately upon the diſco- 


very, but Jeaves the whole conduft of 
the buſineſs to thoſe he had no acquain- 
tance with, and of whoſe faithfulneſs he 
could - have no aſſurance. God croſles 
the intentions of men. Foab flew Abzer 
becauſe he thought him his rival in Da- 
vids favour, and then imagined he had 
rid his hands of all that could ſtand in his 
way 3 yet God raiſcd up Benajah, who 
drew Joab from the horns of the Altar, 
and cut him in pieces at Solomons com- 
mand. God doth ſo order it many times, 
that when the moſt rational Counſel is 
given to men, they have not hearts to fol- 
low it: Achitophel gave as ſuitable Counri- 


ſel for Abſalozs defign, as the beſt States- 
| man 
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man in the World could give *. To ſur- * 2 San. 
_ prize David while he was amuz'd at his *7 > © 


Sons rebellion, and dejected with grief 
at ſo unnatural an aCtion, and whillt his 
forces had not yet made their Rendez- 
vouz, and thoſe that were with him 
were tired in their march. Speed was 
beſt ig attempts of this nature. David 
in all probability had been cut off, and 
the hearts of the people would have melt- 
ed at the fall of their Soveraign. But 
Abſalom 19clines rather to Huſhai'sCoun- 
ſc], which was not ſo proper for the bu- 
fineſs he had engaged in, v. the 77h, to v. 
14. Naw this was from God. For the 
Lerd had appointed to defeat the good conn- 
ſel of Abithophel,to the intent that the Lord 
might bring evil upon- Abſalom. So fool- 
iſh were the Egyptiansagain(t reaſon, in 
entring into theRed Sea after the 1ſrael- 
ites;for couldthey poſhibly think that that 
God who had by a ſtrong hand, and an - 
Army. of Prodigies brought ſrae/out 

their Captivity, and conducted themthts 
far,and naw by a miracle opened the Red 
Sea, and gave them-paſlage through the 
bowels of it, ſhould give their Enemies 
the ſame ſecurity in purſuing them, and 
_ullÞ 
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unravel all that web he had been ſo long 
a working 


5. 1 making the Counſels of men ſubſervie 
ent to the wery ends they deſign againſt. 
God brings a Cloud upon mens under« 
ſtandings, and makes them the contrivers 
of their own ruin, wherein they intend 
their own ſafety ; and gains honour to 
Himſelf by outwitting the Creature, The 
Babel-projettors fearing to be ſcattered 
abroad, would erect a tower to prevent it 
& this proved the occaſion of diſperſing 
them over the World in ſuch a confulien 
that they could not underſtand one ano- 


. . ther *. God ordered Pharaohs policies 
to accompliſhthe end againſt which they 


were diretted ; He is afraid Tſrae/ ſhould 


- grow too mighty, and ſo wreſt the King- 


dom out'of his hands, and therefore he 
would oppreſs them to hinder their 1n- 
creaſe, which made them both ſtronger, 
and more numerous. | Exerciſeſtrength- 
ens men,and Luxurie ſoftens the Spirit. ] 
The Fews fear, if they ſuffered Chriſtto 
make a farther progreſs in his Doctrine 
and Miracles, they ſhould loſe Ceſars fa- 
vour, and expoſe their Countrey as a 


preyto a Rowan Army 3 this cauſed their 
deſtruQt- 
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deſtruction by thoſeetemiesthey thought 
by this means to prevent : Godordering + 
it ſo, that a Roman army was poured in 
upon them, which ſwept them into all 
corners of the Earth. Prieſts and Phari- 
ſees fit cloſe together in Counſel, haw td 
hinder mensbelieving in Chriſt, and the 
reſult of their conſultation was to put 
| him to death, and no man then would _ 
believe in a dead perſon, not capable of 
working any miracles, *for the amuſin * 74h, TY 
of the People; and by this nieans there 47:48;45, 
were a greater number of believers on 3” 
| him, than in the time ofhis life, accord- 
ing to his own prediction, Ph. 12.32. 
and I, if I be lified up from the earth, will 
| draw all men unto me. 4 

6. [n making the fancies of men ſubſervi- 
ent to their own ruine. God brings about 
ſtrange events by the nicer imaginations 
and conceits of men, which are contrary 
to commonand natural obſervation;and 
the ordinary courſe of rational conſe- | 
quences*, The Army of the Moabites 2 ©... 
which had invaded Tjrazl, thought the ,, 22K 
two Kings of Judah & 1/rael had eurned 
their Swords againſtone another, becauſe: 
the riſing Sun had coloured thoſe finex- 
F pected. 
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pected waters,and made them look red, 
which they took for the blood of their 
Enemies, and fo diſorderly run withour 

, examination of the truth of their con- 
celt ; but inſtead of dividing the ſpoil, 
they left their lives upon the points of 
the Iſraelites ſwords. So the Syria 
Army are ſcared with a panick fear,and 
ſcatter themſelves upon an empty ſound. 

2%: Thus a dream ſtruck a terror into the 

1 Midianites, and the noiſe of broken 

pot-ſheards made them fear ſome treaſon 

in their Camp, and cauſed them to turn 
their {words into one anothers bowels, 
Judg. 7. 19, 22. The Lord ſet every 
mans word againji his fellow. 

Queſt. But here | (hall anſwer 3 9zeſtions 
w hich way be propoled as objections 
againſt Gods Providence. 

Firſt @weſtion. If Gods Providence 
orders all things in the world, and can- 
currs to every thing, how will zou free 
God from being the Author of ſon? 

Anſi. | Anſwer 1n ſeveral propoſitions. 

J 290- I. 'Tis certain, God hath a hand about © 

Feſor s 41 the ſinful ations in the World. The 

To y—_ ſelling 7 /eph to the 1ſbmalites, was the 

Joſeph, aCt of his Brethren; The ſending him jn- 


who w4% to Egyp!, was the at of God?*, Ger. 45. 
ſold for a EP": 8. 1t 


Servant. 
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9. It was not you that ſent me hither, bat 
God. Where Foſeph aſcribes it rnore ta 


God than to them. Their wicked in- 
tention was to be rid of him, that he 


might tell no more tales'of them to his 
Father ; Gods gracious intention was to 
advance him for his honour and their 
good;& to bring about this gracious pur« 
pole, he makes uſe of their ſinful pra- 
Ctice, Gods end was righteous, when 
theits was wicked. *Tis ſaid, God moy- 
ed David to number the People, 2 $4. 
24.1. the anger of the Lord ws kindled 
againſt Iſr1el, and he moved D jvid ag all 
them to ſay, Go number Iſrael and Judah, 
Yet Satan is ſaid to provoke Davzd to 
namber the people, x Chron. 21.1, 
And Satan ft 'vd up againſt 'ſrae!, atid pro» 
v)ked Divid to number Iſrael. Here are 
two agents; Bur the text meritiqns 
Gods hand in ' it put of Juſtjce to 
puniſh” 7/-act ; Satans end, no queſtion, 
was out of malice to deſtroy, Six in 
wills it as a fin, God as a puniſhm-nr, 
God, lay ſome, prrm/[ſpve, Satan effica- 
citey. Inthe moit villauous and un 1zh- 
teous ation 'that eyer was done, Got 
is ſaid 40 have an influencs on Yr, 

EA Gad 
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God is ſaid to deliver up Chriſt, 4@F.2. 
23. Him, being delivered by the determi- 
nate counſel and foreknrowledge of God, ye 
have taken, and by wicked hands have cru- 
cificd aud ſlain. Ads 4. 28. for to do 
whatſoever thy hand and thy counſel deter « 
mined before to be done, Not barely as an 
at of his Preſcience , but his Counſel, 
and that determinate, 7. e ſtable and 
irreverſible. He makes a diſtinion be- 
tween thoſe two afts.In God it was an 
att of Counſel, inthem an a& of wick- 
ednſes[ by wicked hands: there was Gods 
counſel about it,an aQual tradition. Rom. 
8. 32. He that ſpared not his own Son, but 
aelivered him up for us all. All the Agents 
hed ſeveral ends. Godin that a& aim- 
edatthe redemption of the world; Satan 
at the preventing it 3 Judas to ſatisfie his 
covetoutſneſs; the Jews to preſerve them- 
ſelves from the Roxraz invalion, and 
out of malice to him for ſo ſharply re- 
proving them. God had a gracious 
principle of love to mankind, and ated 
for the Salvation ofthe World 1n-it ; the 
inſtruments had baſe principles and ends, 
and moved freely in obedience to 
them. So in the afflition of Job, yy 
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God and Satan had an hand in it. Fob 1. 
12. The Lord ſaid unto Satan, Behold, all 
that he hath is in thy power,verſ. 11. touch 
all that he hath , and he will curſe theeto 
thy face ; their ends were different, the 
one righteous for Tryal, the other mali- 
cious againſt God, that he mightbe car- 
ſed, and againſt Job that he mighr be 
damned. Gods end was the brightning 
of his grace, and the Devils end was the 
ruin of his integrity, and deſpoilng bim 
of Gods favour. 

2. In all Gods as about ſin, there is n0 


ftain to Gods holineſs *. In ſecond cau- * Senguer. 


Metaph. 


ſes, one and the ſame aftion proceeding 1b. 2. cap 
from diverscauſes,in reſpeC& of one cauſe 15.5: 5: 


may be ſinful ; in reſpe& of the other, 
righteons. As when two Judges con- 
demna guilty perſon, one condemns him 
out of love to juſtice,becauſe he is guil- 
ty ; the other condemns him 'out of a 
private hatred and fpleen : One reſpeQs 
himas a MalefaQor only, the other as a 
private Enemy chiefly. Here is the 
ſame ation with two concurring cauſes, 
one being wicked in it, the other righte- 


ous. Much more may we concetveit in | 


the concurrence of the Creator, with 
F3 the 
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the aCtinn of the Creature 

1. God moves every thing inhis ordinary 
providence according to their particular 
#aiures. God moves every thing ordinari- 
ly according to the nature he fiads it in. 
Had we ſtood in innocency, we had 
been moved according to that originally 
righteous nature; but ſince our Fall we. 
are moved according to that nature in- 
troduced by us withthe expulſion of the 
other, Our firſt corruption was our 
own act, not Gods work; we owe our 
creation to God, our corruption to our 
ſelves, Now, fince God will govern 
his creature, I do vot ſee how it can be 
otherwiſe, than according to the preſent 
nature of the creature, unleſs God be 
pleaſed to alter that nature, God forces 
no man againſt his nature; he doth not 
force tte willin conver fion, but gract- 
puſty and powerfully inclines ir, . He 
doth never force nor incline the will to 
ſin, but leaves it to the corrupt habits it 
hath ſettled in it ſelf, Pſal. 8x. 12. $0 T 
gave them rp to ibeir own hearts luſts,and 
they walkg4 inthcir own counſels ; z Coun- 
jels of their own framing, not of Gads. 
Fe! Moves the wil whych 1 Is /ponte mala, 
according 


TONER TIES 
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according toits own nature & comme 
As a man flings ſeveral things out of hi 
hand, which are of ſeveral figures, Give 
ſi pherica], tetragons, cylinders, conicks, 
ſome round, and ſome ſquare though 
the motion be from the agent, yet the 
variety of their motions is from their 
own figure and frame ; and if any will 
hold his hand upon a ball in its moti- 
on, regularly it will move according to 
its nature and figure: and a man by calt- 
ing a boul out of his hand, is the cauſe 
of the motion, but the bad biaks is the 
caule of its irregular motion. The power 
of ation is from God, but the viciouſneſs 
of that aftion from our own nature. As 
when a Clock or Watch hath ſome fault 
inany of the wheels, the man that winds 
it up, or putting his hand upon the 
wheels moves them, he is the ciuſe of 
the motion, but it is the fliw in it, or 
deficiency of ſomething is the cauſe of its 
erroneous motion; that error was not 
fromthe Perſon that madeit,or the per- 
ſon that winds it up, and (ſets it on go- 
10g, but from ſome other cauſe, yet till 
it be mended it willnot go otherwiſe, ſo 
long as It is ſet upon motion. Our moti- 
F-4 On 
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anis from God. [ Ads 17. 28. I» him we 
move ] but not the diſorder of that mot1- 
on. *Tis the foulneſs of a mans ſtomach 
at Sea is the cauſe of his ſickneſs,and nat 
the Pilots government of the ſhip. 
| 2. God doth not infuſe the luſt,or excite 
7t, though he doth preſent the obje(t a- 
bout which the lult is exerciſed. God 
delivered up Chriſt to the Jews, he pre- 
ſented him to them; but never command- 
'ed them to crucifie him, nor infuſed that 
malice into them, nor quickned it ; but 
he ſeeing ſuch a frame, withdrew his 
reſtraining grace , and left them to the 
condutt of their own vitiated wills, All 
the corruption in the World ariſeth from 
luſt in us, not from the obje& which God 
in his providence preſents to us. 2 Pex. 
'T. 4 the corruption that is in the World 
throngh luſt, The Creature is from God, 
but the abuſeofit from corruption. God 
created the grape , and filled the Wine 
with a prightlineſs x ; but he doth never 
infuſe a drunken frame into a man, or 
excite it. Providence preſents us with 
the Wine, but the precept is to uſe it ſo- 
berly. Can God be blamed, if that 
which is good | in It {, be turned into 
| Poyſon 


Divine Providence. 


Poyſon by others ? No more than the 
flower can be called a crimina), becauſe 
the Spiders natureturns that into venome 
which is ſweet in it ſelf. Man hath ſuch 
a nature,not from Creation, wherein God 
is poſitive ; but from corruption, wherein 
God is permiſſive, Providence brings a 
man into ſuch a condition of paverty, 
but it doth not encourage his ftubborn- 
nels and impatience. There 1s no ne- 
\ceſſity upon thee from God to exerciſe 
| thy ſin under affliction, when others un-. 
der the ſame exerciſe their graces. The 
Rod makes the Child ſmart, but it is its 
[1 own (tubbornneſs makes it curſe. In ſhort, 
| though it be by Gods permiffion that 
we car do evil, yet it is not by his inſpi- 
ration that we will to da evil, that is 
wholly from our ſelves. 

3. God ſupports the faculties mherewith a 
man ſrerneth, ard ſupports a man inthat at 
wherein be ſtnneth, but concurrs not to the 

ſenfulneſs of that af. No fin doth pro- 
perly confiſt in the a& it felf,as anaQt; but 
1n the deficiency of that a& from the 
rule, No aCtion wherein there is (in, bur 
may be done as. an,action, though not as 
an irregular ation. Killing a man * 
is 
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is not in it ſelf unlawful, for then no 
Magiſtrate ſhould Execute a MalefaQtor 
for murdering another, and juſtice 
would ceaſe in the World; man alſo 
muſt diveſt him(eIfof all thoughtsof pre- 
ſcrving his Lite againſt an invader ; but 
ro kill a Man without juſt cauſe, without 
authority, without rule, contrary torule, 
oat of revenge, is unlawful. So that it 
is not the a, as an acl, is the fin, but the 
{werving of that at trom the rule, makes 
it alioful a& : So ſpeaking, as ſpeaking, is 
not a lin, for it is a power and a(t God 
hath endued us with ; but ſpeaking irre- 
verently and diſhonourably of God, or 
fallly and {landerouſly of man, or any o- 
therwiſe irregularly,therin the ſ1n lyes. 
So that it ts eafie to conceive that an act 
and the viciouſneſs of it are ſeparable. 
That a& which is the ſame in kind with 
another, may be laudable, and the other 
baſe and vile in reſpe& nf its circumſtan- 
ces- The mind wherewith a man doth 
this or that aCt, and the irregularity of it, 
makes a man a criminal. There1s a con- 
currence of God tothe a& wherein we 
fig, but the fintulne(s of thar aQtispurely 
' fromthe inherent corruption of the crea- 
tUreE, 
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ture. As the power and att of ſeeing 
is communicated totheeye by the Soul, 
but t he ſeeing doubly ordimly, is from 
the vitiouſacſs of the Organ, the eye. 
God hath no manner of immediate effi- 
ciency in producing fin : as the Sun is 
not the efficient cauſe of dirkneſs, tho 
the darkneſs immediately ſucceeds the 
ſetting of the Sun, but it is the deficicnt 
_ Cauſe. So God withdra ws his grace, and 
leaves us to that luſt which 1s 1n, our 

wills. 47 14. 16. Who in times paſt ſuf- 

fered all Nations to walk in their own 

wayes. He beſtowed no grace upon 

them, but left them to themſelves. As a 

man wholets aglaſs fall out of his hand is 

not the efficient cauſe that the glaſs 

breaks, but its own brittle nature,yet he 

is the deficient cauſe, becauſe he with- 

draws his ſupport from ir. God is not 

obliged to give us grace, becauſe we 

have made a toral forfeiture of it. He is 

not a debtor to any man by way of me- 

rit, of any thing but puniſhment. He 

is indeed in ſome ſence a debtor to thoſe 
that are in Chriſt upon the account of 

Chrilts purchaſe, and his own pra- 

miſe, but not by any merits of theirs. 
4.Gods 
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4. Gods providence is converſant about 
ſun as a puniſhment , yet in a very righte- 
ous manner. God did not wil] the firſt 
fin of Adam as a puniſhment, becauſe 
there was no puniſhment due to him be- 
fore he ſinned 5 but he willed the conti- | 
nuance of it asa puniſhment tothenature | 
ſub ratione boni, This being a judicial at 
of God, is therefore righteouſly willed 
by him. Puniſhment is a moral good. 
'Tis alſo a righteous thing to ſuit the 
puniſhment tothe nature of the offences 
and what can be morerighteous than to 
puniſh a man by that wherein he offends? 
Hence God is ſaid togive up men toſin. 
Rom. 2. 26, 27. for this cauſe God gave 
them up unto vile affeFions, And to ſend 
ftrong deluſions that they may believe a lye. 
And the reaſon is rendred 2 Theſ.2. 12. 
that they all might be damned, who beliew- 
ed not the truth,but had pleaſure in unrigh- 
teouſneſs, What more righteous than - 
to make thoſe vile aftetions, and that un-  * 
righteouſneſs their puniſhment, which 
they made their pleaſure, and to leave 
them to purſue their own finful inclinati- 
ons, & make them (as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks) 
P/al. 5. 10. fall by their own counſels ? A 
Drunkards 
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DrunkardsBeaftlineſs is bis puniſhment as 
. well as his Sin. Thus God delivers up 
ſome to their own luſts as a puniſhmene 
both to themſelves and others. As he 
hardened Pharaohs heart for the deſtru- 
Qion both of himſelf and his People. 

5. God by his providence draws glory to 
himſelf,and good out of ſin. * Tis the high- 
eſt excellency to draw good out of evil; 
and it is Godsright to manifeſt his excel- 
lency when he pleaſes, and to dire& that 

'to his honour, which is a&ted againſt his 
| Law. The Holineſs of Gol could never 
intend Sin as Sin. But the Wiſdom of 
God foreſeeing it, and decreeing to-per- 
mit it, intended the making it ſubſervi- 
ent to his own honour. He would not 
permit it but for ſome good, becauſe he 
1s infinitely good, and could not by rea- 
ſon of that goodneſs, ſuffer that which is 
purely evil, if by his Wiſdom he could 
not raiſe good out of it : 'Tis purely e- 
vil as it is contrary to Law; It is good 
ratione finis as God orders it by his Pro- 
vidence;yet that goodneſs flows not from 
_ thenature offin, but from the wile diſ- 
poſal of Gad. | 

As Godat the Creation framed a brew: 
eiful 


7 
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beautiful world out of a Chaos, out of 
matter without form, and void : So by 
his infinite wiſdom he extracts honour ro 
himſelt, our of thefins of men. As fin 
had diſhonoured him at its entrance, 1n 
defacing his works, and depraving his 
creature : So he would make uſe of the 


_ fins of men in repairing his honour, and: 


reſtoring the creature. 

"Tis not concervable by us. what way 
there could be more congruous to the 
Wiſdom and Holineſs of God. as the (tate 
of the World then (toud,ro bring about 
the death of Chriſt, which in his decree 
was neceflary to the ſatisfaction of his 
juſtice, without ordering theevil of ſome 


mens heartsto ſerve his gracious purpoſe. 


If we could ſuppoſe that Chriſt could 
commit ſome capital crime for which he 
ſhould deſerve death, which was imprif{1- 
ble by reaſon of the hy poſt aical union, 
the whole delign of God for redem tion 
had ſunk 6 the ground. Therefore Gol 
doth re(tiainor let out the fury of men} 
paſſions, and the corrupt habits of their 
wills to ſuch a d-gree as ſhould an{wet 
direQly to the fuil point of hi« moſt gra: 
clous will, and go turther. "He le:s cut 
their 
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their malice ſo far as was conducing to 

the grand defign of his ceath, 'and re- 
ſtrains it from every thing that might 1m» 

pair the truth of any predicton, as in 
the parting his garments, or breaking his 
bones. If God had put him to death by 

ſome thunder or otherwiſe, and after raiſ- 
ed him, how could the voluntarineſs of 
Chriſt appear, which was neceſſary to 
make hima perfetoblation! How would 
his innocency have appeared 2 The 
ſtrangeneſs of the judgment would have 
made all men believe him ſome great and 
notorious finner. How then could the 

Goſpel have been propagated ? Who 
would haveentertained the Doctrineof 
one, Whoſe jinnocency could not be 
cleared ? If it be ſaid, God might raiſe 
him again, what evidences would have 
been had,that he had been really dead? 
| Bur as the caſe was, his Enemies confeſs. 
him dead really, and many Witneſles 
there were of his relurreCion. '_ | 


I. God orders the ſins of men to the 
glory of his grace. Asa toil ſerves to make 
thelulter oft a Diamond more conſpicu- 
ous; lo doth God make uſe of the de- 
formities 
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_ deformities of men to make his own 


. grace more illuſtrious, and corivey it 
with a more pleaſing relliſh to them. Ne- 
ver doth grace appear more amtable, 
_ Never is God entertained with ſo high 
admirations,as by thoſe who of the worſt 
of ſinners are made the choiceſt of Saints: 
Paul often takes occaſion from the great - 
neſs of his ſin, to admire the unſearchable 
riches of that grace which pardoned him. 
2. God orders them to bring forth tempo«- 
ral mercies. In Providence there are 
two things conſiderable. Firſt; Mars 
Will. 2. Gods Purpoſe. What mans 
will intends as a harm in ſin, God 1n 
his ſecret purpoſe orders to ſome eminent 
advantage. In the ſelling of Fo/eph, his 
Brothers intend the execution of their re- 
venge 3 And God orders it for the ad- 
vancement of himſelf; and the preſervati- 
on of his unrighteous Enemies, who 
might otherwiſe have ſtarved. His Bro- 
thers ſent him to fruſtrate his dream, and 
God to fulfil it. Our reformation and 
return from under the yoke of Antichriſt, 
was by the wiſediſpoſal of God occatio- 
ned by the three great Idols of the world, 
the luſt of the Eye, theluſt of the _ 
al 
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and the pride of life ; luſt,covetoufſneſs 
and ambition, three vices notoript f £- 
minent in Henry che Eighth, the firſt in- 
ſtrument in that work. What he 'dja 
for the ſatisfaction of his Luſt is otders 
ed by God for the glory of his rhercy to 


ns. And though the Papiſts upon that 


account refle& upon our Reformation, 
they may as well refle& upon the glori- 
ous work of Redemption, eels it 
was in the wiſdom of God brought. a+ 
bout by Jude his coyetouſnefs, and the 
Jews malice, 

3. Godorders them for the glory of hit 
Faſtice upon others. Nathan had cue 
ned David, that one of his own houſe 
ſhould lye wich his Wives in the fight of 
the Sun *. Ahithophel adviferh Fi 


ſalom * ; $4 


to do fo, not with any defign to fulfi] 2% #7- 


God's rhreatning, but ſecure his own - 
ſtake by making the quarrel between the 
Father and the Son irreconcilable ; be- 
cauſe he might well fear, that upon a 
peace between David and Abſalogr he 
might be offered up as a Sacrifice to Da- 
vid's Jaſtice. God orders 4b;thophe/'s 
counſel and Abſalom's fin to the glory of 


his Juſtice in Doid' s punilkment, _ 
gone ic. 
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Deny 
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Luke 19. 
43- 


Vid. Ovid 
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lib.' 3. E- 


leg. 3. V- 
I. and V. 
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A. Diſcourſe of 
The ambition of Veſpaſtan and Titans 
was only to reduce Fudea to the Roman 
Province after the revolt of it ; But God 
orders hereby the execution of his righ- 
teous will in the puniſhment of the Fews 


for.their rejecting Chriſt, and the accom- 


pliſhment of Chriſt's prediQtion, Luke 
19-43. for the days ſhall come, that thy 
enemies ſhall caſt a trench about thee, =q 
To conclude, if we deny-God the Go- 
vernment of fin in the courſe of his pro- 
vidence, we mult neceflarily deny him 
the government of the World, becauſe 
there 15 not an action of any man's1n the 
World, which is under the government 
of God, but is either a finful ation, or 
an ation mixt with ſta. 

God therefore in his government doth 
advance his Power in the weaknels, his 
Wiſdom in the follics, his Holineſs in the 
fins, his Mercy in the unkindneſs, and his 
Juſtice i in the unrighteouſneſs of men'; ; 
yet God tis not defiled with the 1mpuri- 
ties of men, but rather draws forth a glo- 
ry to himſelf, as a Roſe doth a greater 
beauty and ſweetneſs from the ſtrong 


de Conſo. {mell of the Garlike ſet near it. 
1 I, 


Queſt. 2. 


' Second —_ If there be 'a provie 


dince, 


Divine Providence. 
dence, how come thoſe unequal diſtributi- 
ons to happen in the World e How 1s it ſo 


bad with good men, as if thev were' the 


greateſt eneniies to God, and ſo well with 
the' wicked, as if they were the molt af- 
fetionate friends * Dothnot virtue lan- 
guiſh away in obſcurity, whiles wicked- 
neſs ſtrnts about the world 2 What is the 
reaſon that ſplendid virtue is oppreſt by 
injuſtice, and notorious vices triumphin 
proſperity ? It would make men believe 
thatthe world was governed rather by a 
blind afnd unrighteous, than by 'a wiſe, 
good, and juſt Governor, when they ſee 
things in ſuch diſorder, as, if the Devil 
had, as he pretends, the whole power of 


33 


the world delivered tohim* , and God « Luk. 4.6, 


had Teft all care of 1t to his will. 


Anſw. This confideration has height- See ;n- 
ned the minds of many againſt a provi- Ho in 
dence. It was thenotion of many ;Hea- 7, ;_$ 


thens, when they ſaw many who had a- cap. 4- 


Red with much gallantry for'their Coun- oe 


tries, afflicted, they queſtioned whether 
there were a ſuperintendent power over the 
| World.This hath alſo beenthe [tumbling- 
block of many taught in an higher School 
than that of Nature, the Jews, Mal, 2. 
G 2 17.38 


Ct. 5, 
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17. Je ſay every onethat doth evil-is good 
in the ſight of the Lord, and be delight- 
eth in them, and where is the God of judg- 
ment 2 Yea, and the obſervation of the 
outward felicities of vice, and. the op- 
preſſions of goodnefb, have cauled fretting 
commottions in the hearts of God's Peo- 
ple 3 the P/al. 73. is wholly deligned to 
anſwer this caſe. Ferexzy, though fixed 
in the acknowledgment of God's righ- 
teouſneſs, would debate the reaſon of it 
with God, Jer. 12. 1. Righteous art thou, 
ob Lord, yet let me talk with thee of thy 
judgments ; wherefore doth the way of the 


. wicked proſper, wherefore are all they happy 


that deal very treacherouſly? thou haſt plant- 
ed them, yea.they have t:hen root,th y grow, 
yea, they bring forth fruit. Ne percewing 
it a univerſal caſe |,wherefore. are all they 
happy, &c.] did not know how to recon» 
cile it with the righteouſneſs of God. 
Nor Habbakkukwiththe holineſs of God. 
Hab. 1. 14. [ thou art of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity, LANE boldeft thou thy 
tangue, when the wicked devanreth the man 
that.zs more righteous than he f In point 
of God's goodneſs too, Job FOTO 
wy - 


Drotne Providence. 
the cafe with God, Job 16. 3. Is it good - 
unto thee that thou ouldeſt oppre 5, that 
thou ſhonldeft ail the work of thy hands, 
and ſhitre npon the counſel of the Sicked ? 
You ſee upon the =o t of holiaels, 
ciiredkiſicds _ the rhree gear 
Attribtites of God, it harh been quelti- 
oned by good men,” and upoti FN a46- 
count'of Nis wiſdom by t the Ticked 5 Jews. 


r.Anſwer in genetal : Is 7t #0t an bi p Anſw. 1. 


preſumption fer? noPauyce to udg Got 
any ah 2 In the cotitfe art rovidetice 
ſach thi ng are donethat tneti could not 
ichxgin6'could be grit iojultice; 
yet when the Whole bor exion « thelt 
ends is  otitdveted,” Rig ippear kight 
beauntifil, and diſcover 1, non oi 
don and tighreouſhefs, Tt L had erievjed 
into the text of tman co thibk chit Go! 
ſhould-fend his Jon in 4 very low.elt; 
todte for fitthers, Ne it tiof have bee 
Juhghd B o tthuft abd' vtiteaforible 3, 
FO Gf for reb&ts; the ths: 
iminalsto ſpare the af 
der ,ant} p ini Ei NR, of his 
Ye hotbed: fgh iSrevealed fy | 
whatandfitebt cannetion is there or 
juſtice , wifdoar, mhercy, and holiief, 
G 3 which 


. AK 


a. oy Wy 


F x Cor. 
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A. Diſcourſe of 
which men could not conceive of?.It will 
be known to beſoatlaſt in God'sdealing. 
with all hismembers. We are mcompe- 
tent Judges of the righteouſneſs and wil- 
dom of God, unleſs we were infinitely 
righteous, and wiſe our ſelves 3; we.muſt 
be God's, or in another ſtate, before we 
can underſtand the reaſons of all God's 
actions. We judg according to the law 
of ſenſe. and elf, ; which are inferior to 
the rules whereby God works. Judg n0- 
thing then before the time *. - It is not a 
time for ys to paſs a judgment; upon 
things. A falſe judgment iseabily. made, 
when neither the Counſels of mens hearts, 
nor the particular Laws of God's aftions 
are known to us. In general it 1s certain; 
God doth righteoufly order. his .provi- 
dences 3 he may ſee ſome inward. corrup- 
tions in good men to be demohſhed by 
afflitions 3 and ſome goad moral affe&t- 
ans, ſome uſeful deſigns, or ſome ſervi- 
Ie employs wicked men 1. to be re- 
wargedin this life. * __ : 
©. 3. God 35 Soveraign of the World, He 
is ſus juris 3 The Earth is bis, and the ful- 
eſg thereof; may henot do what he will 


| 
# 


7 


*Mz.29. with hisown *2 Who ſhall rake upon 


WT 


them 
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them to controul God, 'arid preſcribe 
Laws to him how to deal, with his Crea-. 
eures : ? Why ſhould afmite. underſtand-" 
preſcribe meaſures and wethods toan 
-nfinite Majeſty Wo  , . 


2. God is wiſe mid inſt, and knows how Thirdly. 


to dftribure. If we queſt ion his provis, 
dence, we queſtion his wifdom. - Ix'ir fit” 
for us who are but, of yeſterday, _ and 
know nothing, to- fay\ to an infinite wiſ- 
dom, what doſt thou? and todire&t the 
only "wile God toa'tnethod of his ations? 
His own wiſdom wilt beſt dire& bit 'to 
the tine when to p Men e inſoleh& gf 
e miſcries of 
his peg: "We fee the TUES: dilpe Ne 4- 


ſervice. "Tis part "| bis ie En 
eſe 


ſrice to reward them. ' They aimar'th 
things 'in (their ſervice; and he pratifies 
thei according to cheir deſires. 'Let not 
then his righteouſneſs bean argument a- 
G 4 gainſt 
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$aifſt his provider.ce; 'tis rightequs with 
God not to be in Arrears with ther. 
Sotyetimes God gives them not ta theta 
as rewards of any moral virtue, but puts 
power into their hands, that they 'may 
be inſtruments of his Juſtice upon ſome 


offenders againſt him; J/e. 19.5. The 


Fourthly, 


ſtaff in the Aſhriars hand was God's in- 
dignation, | 
* 4+ There is 4 neceſſty for ſome ſeeming 
inequality at leaſt in order to the good go- 
verament of the world. Can-all in.gny 
community af men be of anequal height? 
& houſe hath nat þcams and rafters of an 
equal bigneſs,fome are greater, and ſome 
The world is God's Family. 'Tis 


ſame Office, but they.are divided acco! 
ing tothe capacities of ſome perions, and 


had one 
Man 


4 
oP 
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the Bady. All magkind is but one great 
Body canſtituted of ſeveral Members , 
which have diſtin Offices, bur all or- 
dered to the good af. the whole 5 the A- 
polile argues this excellently in a parallel 
caſe of he djverlitics. of - gifts 4 the 
Church, 1Cor.12.19-1f el were onemember, 
where wore the bogze v.23.theſe members of 
tbe body which we think to be lefi botoura- 
ble,npon thoſe we beſtow more abundant ho- 
1n0ur, v.24. God hath tempered the body to- 
gether, having given more abundant ho- 
 rour to that part which lackt. What bar- 
mony could there, be, if all voices and 
ſounds. were. exaaly the ſame in a can- 
ſort 2 Who can be delighted with a: Pi- 
Qure that hath no ſhadows? The affliQi- 
ans of gaod men are a foyl to ſet off the 
beauty of Gads providence in the world... 


s. nequal diſpenſatians do not argue Fifthbs 


careleſneſs. A father may give one child 
a gayer Coat than he gives angther, yet 
he extends his fatherly care and.tender- 
neG over all ; According to the ſeveral 
employments he puts bis childreti agon, 
he iz at. greater Expence, and yet loves 
one as. well as-anotber, and wakes pravi- 
fqn far all. Asthe Soul takes wer 
OWe 


*® r Cor. 
12. Il. 


S;xthly. 


| 
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loweſt member, and communicates ' Spi- 
rits to every part for their motions : So 
though God place ſome in a higher, ſome 
in a lower condition, yet he takes care of 
all. God divides to every man as he will *, 
Every man hath a ſeveral ſhare accord- 
ing to Gods pleaſure, of a goodneſs in 
the world,as well as of gifts in the Church. 
6. Vet upon due conſtderation the inequa- 
lity will not appear ſo great as the complaint 
of it. Tf the wants of one, and theen- 
joyment of another were weighed i in the 
ballance, the Scales might not appear fo 
uneven; 'we ſee ſuch a mans wealth 3 
but do you underſtand his cares ? A 
running ſore may lye under a purple 
Robe. Health, the ſalt of Bleſſings, asone 
calls it, is beſtowed: upon the Labourer, 
when many that  wallow in abundance, 
*-thave thoſe torturing diſeaſes. which'im- 
bitter their pleaſtires. If ſome \ want 
thoſe” worldly ornametits which' othiers 
have,” "may they not'have more wiſdem 
than thoſe thar enjoy them; (the tiobleſt 
perfeQion of a rational creature ?Y Pro.3. 
T3, 14. The merchandize of it is better 
than the merchandize of Silver, "and the 


* Pro. 15. $4in thereof than _ gold +, Pro. x5.'16. 
16. 


better 


C2 
5 
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better is a little with the fear of: the Lord, 

than great treaſure, and trouble therewith. 

As ſome are ſtriprt of - wealth:and power, 
ſo they are ſtript of the 'incumbrances 
| they bring with them. One bath that 
ſerenity and tranquility of mind, whick 
the cares and fearzof/ others wileor \uffer 
them;to enjoy 5: 'and a grain of. contents 
ment is 'better- than, many; pounds of 
wealth. Tis not/ a defirable: thing ta 
be;a.great Prince, attended:/Wwith.as many i * 


Empire. - de a' tryer eſtimate -of «i... + 
greatneſs, DO he would-nat:ftoop.ts = © 
takeup a-Crown if it lay-atibis feet..'But 
| more particularly tothe parts oG-the cafe, 
+ T.;;1t is, not-well with bad ment here. - + 

I. 13 3t well: with them who are; fortared 
by their own lifts? What peace can world» 
ly;zhings, beſtow upon a Squi-filled -with 
impurity? 48 2 Cor; 7. 1. Sintis called fit 
thineſs canit be well with them/thathave 
naſty Souls? Is it well with ther who:are 
rack by. pride, ftung with-cares,: gnawr) 
with! envy , diftratted by : anfatiable des 
fices, and torn- in . pieces! by +their own 
fears?. Can igbewell with fuch-who have 
a multitude of vipersintheir breaſts, ſtick» 


0g 


cares and __ . be hath Subje@s in-his _ Eien 
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iog all their ſtings intothem, though th. 
Sun ſhine, and the ſhowers drop upon 
them 2 You are the SpeCtators of theit 
Felicity, but do you underſtand their in- 
ward gripes? Prov. 14.13. even in langh- 

ter the heart is ſorrowful.: Gan (ilken Cur- 

rains, or purple Clothes,confer an happi- 

neſs upon thoſe who have a mottal 
plague-ſore poyſoning their bodies, and: 

are ready to expire 2? Sin is their plague, 

* x King. Whatever is their happineſs *. Their ifi- 
3. 33-5" folent Jaſts are a far gteater miſcty thaiy 
che plague the polieſiion of all the Kingdoms it1.the 
F the Worldtan bean happineds. 3597] 
wart Il. Ir # web withthew who have ſo great 
an accoint to make, and know not how to 
make 1? Trrofe that enjoy much;are more 

in God's: der, and therefore more 'ac- 
countable, The account of wicked mert 

r'the greater, becaufe' of thejt abutrt- 
dance 3 and: cheir unfitnefs to make chit 
accounc is the” greater," beeaufe of thei? 
abuſe. Would any reckon” themſelves 

to becalled upon to give aty at 


h 
count of their Stewardſhip for Tales, 
and know not low to pive' # good a6- 
cvant of oe fatthing >? Enke 16; 2: giv4 
«2 account of thy ſtew irdſhip.. 


4IL. Is 
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IH. 1s. it well with them wha axe the 
worſe for what they bave # Is it an -happi 
neſs. to command athers, ard : be. more 


faves to the worſt of Creatures, than a-- 
py can, be to them ? The. wicked: man's 


well-fpread Table ſometimes proves; bis 


® 
23: 
my 


ſaare *, and his deſtzyRion is bound up* Þ/al. 54 
ia his very proſperity, Pro.. 1.32, and? 


the proſperity of faols ſball delroy, them. 


Proſperity falling, upon anuanregenerate 


heart, like the Sun and Rain. upan. bad. 
ground, draws forth nathing but weeds 
994. vermin. Wauld,you thigk, it your 


ROS Maſters of their concerns, | 


flavesto their pride? Is a ſtubborm- 


neſ againſt God ſo deſirable. a, thing, 
ng is (trengthned by thoſe things 1n. 


the hands of the wicked ? 
IV: Is it:wel with theme wha in the mi 


ohh their proſperity.are reſerved. for jnſtices. 


that Traitar be accounted. 


that is, fed in; Priſon, by the Prince with FE: 


| better. Diſhes;than many a loyal. Subjet. 


hath ax.his table, bus anly ta keep him a+ 
live for his Tryal,, anda. publick, Exam- 
pleof Juſtice? Gad raiſes ſome-for grea- 


rer. falls: Miſerable was. the. felicies of. 
Pharaoh, to be raiſed -up 8 by Gad. for. a 


Sub- 


Secondly. 


- -A Difſcourſe-of- 
Subje& to ſhewin him the powerof his 
Wrath *. *Tis but alittle tinie beforethey 
ſhall be cat dow? as graſs, and wither as 
the green herb, Pſal. 37. 2, None would. 
value the conditionof that Soldier who 
leaping into a River to fave a Kings 


Crown, © and putting it upon ' his own 
" head, that he mtght be enabled to ſwim 


out with it, was rewarded for ſaving it, 
and executed fot wearing 1t.God rewards 
wicked men for their fervice, and pu- 
niſheth them for their infolence. 

2. 'Neither is it bad here with good 
men, if all be well conſidered. Other mens 
jadgment of a good man is frivolous;they 
cannot rightly judge of his ſtate and con- 
cerns, but- he can make a judgment of 
theirs. 1 Cor. 2:15. A” ſpiritual man judg- 
eth all things, but he himfelf is judged of no 
21an. No man can: make a found: jadg- 
ment and eſtimate of a righteous mans 
ſtate in any condition, unleſs he hath had 
experience of the like in all the circum- 
ſtances, the inward Comforts as well: as 
the outward Crofles. ' For, wo 

Þ. Adverſity cannot be called abſolutely 


, an evil, as proſperity cannot be called abſo- 


Intely a good. They are rather - indiffe- 
- rent 
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rent things, becauſe they maybe ufed ei- 
ther forthe hohour or diſhonour-of-God. 
As they are uſed for his honor, they. - 


are good; and as uſed for his diſhonour, - a 


they are evil. The only-abſolutely bad 
thing in the world is (10, which: cannot” 
be in its own nature but ;a diſhotour'to 
_ God. The only abſolutely good: thing 
'1n the world-is holinefs, and a likenefs to 
God, which cannot be 1n its own nature 
but for his glory. As forall other things, 
I know no true ſatisfaQion ''can ben 
them, but as they are. ſubſervient/ to. 
Gods honour, - and give us-:an! advan- 
tage for imitating ſome\one-or other of 
his perfetions. Crofles/1n the'/ Scripture 
are not excluded from thoſe things we - 
have a right to by Chriſt, when they 
may conduce to our good, 1 Cor. 3.22. 
Life and Death, things preſent, and things 
to come, are yours, and you are Chriſts. 
Since-the revelation of the Goſpel, Ido 
not remember that any ſuch complainta- 
gainſt the Providence of God fell from a- 
ny holy man in the New Teſtament ; for 
our Saviour had given them another pro- 
{pet of thoſe things. The holy men 
11 the Old Teſtament comforted them- 
| {clves 
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ſclves againſt this Objeftioa by the etid | 


of the wicked which ſhould happen, and 


* p/al.73, the rod ceaſe. * Inthe New Teftament 
Rem. 8. we are more:comforted by the certain 0- 


peration of croſſes to our good and ſpi- 
ritual advantage, Our Saviour did nor 
promife wealth and honout to his fol- 
lowers, wor. did he think it worth his 


_ pains of coming and dying, to beftow 


fuch gifts upon! his Children ; He made 
Heaven their happineſs, and the Earth 
their Hell 3 the Croſs was their badge 
here, and the Crown their reward here- 
afrerz they ſeemed not to be a purchaſe 
congruous to'ſo great a price of Blood. 
Was God's Providence to Chriſt the more 
to be queſtioned: becauſe he was poor ? 
Had he the lefs love to him becaufe he 
was 4:41 of ſorrows, everiwhile he was 
a God'of glory ? Such groandfels conceits 
ſhould never enter into Chriſtians, who 
can never ſcrioully take up Chriſts Yoke 


without a proviſo of affiiftions z who 


can'never be God's Sons, without expe» 
Cting his corrections. 

2. God never leaves good men ſo bare, 
but he provides for their neceſſaty, Plal.84. 
II. the Lord will give grace and glory,and 

0 
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”s good thing will he withhold from then 
that walk uprightly. If any thing be good, 
and upright,man may expeCt it from God's 
providence; tf it be not good, he ſhould 
not defire it, Howſoever grace, which 15 
neceſſary for preparing thee for happi- 
neſs; and glory, which is neceſſary for 


fixing thee in it, he will be ſureto gives, 


On 1 bd «a ® Ly * map: 
we have David's EXPETIENCE for it ” in ; Pie; ST 


the whole conrle of his life, 

3. The little good men have, is better 
| than the higheſt enjoyments of wicked men, 
PC. 37.16. alittlethat a righteous man hath, 
ir better” than the riches of many wicked; 
rot better than many riches of the wick« 
ed, but better than the riches of many 


wicked, better than all the treaſures of 


the whole Maſs of the wicked world; 
Others'have them in a providenrtial way 
good men in a gracious way, Pro. 15. g, 
better is a litile with righteouſneſs than great 
revenues without right, without a Cove» 
nant right. Wicked proſperity is like a 
ſhadow that'glides away. in a moment 5 
whereas a righteous mans little is a part 
of Chriſt's purchaſe, and part/of that in- 
| heritance which ſhall endure for ever, 
Pſa. 37. 18. their inheritance fþ:ll be for g- 


boa Seu io 
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zer, 7.e, God regards the ſtate of the 
righteous, whether good or evi}, all that 
3 befalls them,God doth all with a reſpe& to 
£ his everlaſting inheritance. No maa hath 
worldly things without their wings. And 
though the righteous have worldly things 
with their wings, yet that love whereby 
they have them, hath no wings ever to 
fly away from them;how'can thoſe things 
be good toa man that can never taſt 
them, nor God in them ? 

| 4. No righteous man would in his ſober 
wits be willing to make an exchange of his 
ſmarteſt afflitions for a wicked mans proſ- 
perity,with all the circumſtances attending it. 
It cannot therefore be bad with the righ- ' 
teous in the worſt condition. Would any 
man be ambitious of ſnares,that knows the 
deceit of them? Can any but a mad man 
exchange Medicines for poyſons? Is it 
not more deſirable to be upon a Dung- 
hil with an intimate converſe with God, 
than upon a Throne without it ? They 
gain a world in proſperity ; a righteous 
man gains his Soul by afflitions, and poſ- 
ſeſles it in patience; 1s theexchange of a 
valuable conſ1deration 2? God ſtrips good 


men of the enjoyment of the World, that 
| | he 
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he may wean them from the love of itz 
keeps them from Idolatry, by remov- 
ing the fuel of it; ſends afflictions that 
| he may not loſe them, nor they their 
Souls. Would any man exchange a 
great goodneſs laid up for him that fears 
God, for. a leſſer goodneſs laid out 


upon them that are Enemies to him ? 6 
Who would exchange a few outward 


comforts with God's promiſe, inward com- 
forts with aſſurance of Heaven , Godli- 
neſs with contentment, a ſweet and Spi- 
ritual life, Soveraignity over himſelf 
and luſts, though attended with ſuffer- 
ings, for the Government of the whole 

World? Ts, Ds | 
5. [t isnotill withtherighteous in afflidi- 
ons, becatiſe they have high advantages by 
them. That cannot be abſolitely evil, which 

conduceth to a greater good. | 
As, Firſt, ſerfeble experiments of the 
tender providence of God over them. If 
the righteous had not afflictions in this 
life,God would loſe the glory of his pro- 
vidence,anc they the ſweetneſs in a gras 
cious delivetance from them in wayes 
which make the affition the fweeter, 
as Well as the mercy 3 they would loſe 
+ hn the 


Þſal. 
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the comfort of them in not having ſuch 
ſenſible evidences of God's gracious care. 
_— The ſweetneſs of the promiſes made 
for times of trouble,would never be taſt- 
ed, Pſal. 37. 19. I hey ſhalt not be aſhamed 
'#n the evil time; that 1s, they ſhall be 
mightily encouraged and ſupported. 
God's people do beſt underſtand God's 
ſtrength, when they feel the ſmart of mens 
malice. 2 Tim. 4. 17. [ The Lord ſtood 
with me,and flrengthened me.) He had ne- 
ver felt ſo much of God's {trength, if he 
had not taſted much of mans wicked- 
neſs in forſaking bim, Pſal. 37.29. [heis 
their ſtrength } when in times of trouble 
they experiment more of his care in 
preſerving them, and his ſtrength in ſup- 
porting them, than at other times; Abun- 
dance of conſolations are manifeſted in a- 
bundance of ſufferings *. A greater ſenſe 
5. of joy and glory lights upon them in a 
1 Pet. 4. ſtorm of perſecutions. Men fee the ſuf- 
13,14 ferings of the godly, but they do not be- 
hold that inward peace which compoſeth 
and delights their Souls, worth the whole 
Maſs of the worlds goodneſs, and FO 
. of the vnrighteous. 
2. Inward improvements. Opportuni- 
ties 


| ®2 Cor. I. 
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ties to manifeſt more love to God, more 
dependance on him, the perfeCtion of the 
Soul. 1 Tim. 5. 5. Now ſhe that is a Wi- 
dow indeed, and deſolate, truſts in God, 
and continues in Supplications and Prayers 
night and day; there 1s a ground of more 
exerciſe of truſt in God, and ſupplicati- 
on to him. The poor and delolate have 
an advantage for the actual exerciſe of 
thoſe graces, which a proſperous conditi- 
on wants : God changeth the metal by 
it 3 What was Lead and Iron, he makes 
come forth as Gold. Job 23. 10. whers 
he hath tried me, I ſhall come forth as gold. 
Croſſes and ſufferings which fit. good 
men for ſpectal ſervice here, and eter- 
nal happineſs hereafter, can no more be 
ſaid to be evil, than the fiie which refines 
the gold, and prepares it for a Prince's 
uſe. If there were not ſuch evils, what 
ground could you have to exerciſe pati- 
<ence? what Heroick aQts of faith could 
you put forth without difficulties? how 
' could you believe againſt hope, if you 
had not ſometimes ſomething to contra- 
dict your hopes ? And it. a good man 
. ſhould have. a confluence of that which 
the 1gnorant and pedantical world calls 

H 3 hap- 
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happineſs, he might undervalue the plea- 
ſures of a better life, deface the beauty of 
his own <oul, and withdraw his love. 
from the moſt gratifying, as well as the 
moſt glorious object, unto that which 1s 
not worth the leaſt grain of his affeCtion. 
3. Future glory, The great enquiry 

at the day of Chriſt's appearing, will be, 
How good men bear their ſufferings, what 
improvements they had 3 apd the great- 
er their purity by them, the greater will 
be their praiſe and honour. 1 Pet. 1. 7. 
.. That the tryal of your faith | viz. by mani- 
fold Temptations ] may be found to praiſe, 
and honour, and glory, at the appearing of 
Jeſus Chriſt. For a good improvement 
by them, they will have a Publick praiſe 
from God's mouth, and a Crown of Ho- 
nour ſet upon their heads. Providence 
ſends even light afflictions as ſo many Ar- 
| tificers, to make the Crown more Maſly, 
and more bright, 2 Cor. 4-17. [ Works for 
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
ef glory. } They are at work about a 
ood man's Crown, while they make 
Fim ſmart. They prepare him for heaven, 
, and make it more grateful tohim when 
he comes to poſleſs it, A Chriſtians car- 
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riage in them prepares for greater degrees 
of Glory. Every ſtroke doth but more 
beautifie the Crown. | 
6. Sufferings of good men for the Truth 
highly glorifies the Providence of God. 
This is a matter of glory and honour, 
1 Pet. 4. 16. If any man ſuffer as a Chri- 
ſtian, let him not be aſhamed, but let him - 
glorifie God on this bebalf. They thereby 
bear a -Teſtimony to the higheſt Ac of 
Providence that God ever exerciſed ,/_ 
even the redemption of the world by the 
blood of his Son. And the Church, 
which is the higheſt objeQ of his Provi- 
dence in the world,takes the deeper root, 
and ſprings up the higher 3 the founda- 
tion of it was laid in the blood of Chriſt, 
and the growth of it 1s furthered by the 
blood of Martyrs. The carriage of 
the righteous in them, makes the Truth 
they profeſs more valued. It enhanceth 
the excellency of Religion, and \mani- 
feſts it to be more amiable for its beauty, 
than for its dowry 3 lince they ſee it de- 
firable by the ſufferers, not only with- - 
out woridly enjayments, but with: the 
ſharpeſt miſeries. This - confideration 
hath wrought upon many toembracethe 
ww TY _ Relt- 
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Religion 6f the Sufferers. IF it reaches 
as far as death, they are but diſpatched 
to their Fathers houſ2, and the day of 
their death is theday of their Coronati- 
of 3 and what evil is there in all this ? 
To conclude, This Argument is ſtrong- 
er Cupon the infallible righteouſmeſs of 
God's nature) for a day of Reckoning af- 
tef thislife, than againſt Providence: "Tis 
a rote rational concluſion, That God will 
have a tire to Juſtifie the righteouſneſs 
and wifdoni of his Providential Govern» 
ment, and repair the honour of the 
11ghteous, opprefied by the injuſtice of 
the wicked. And indeed, unleſs there be _ 
z rettibution in another world, the que- 
ſtion is unanſwerrble, and all the reaſon 
in the world knows not how to ſalvethe 
Holineſs aid Righteouſneſs of Ged in his 
Providential Diſpenſations in this life ; 
ſince we ſee here Goodneſs unrewarded 
and debaſed to the dunghill, Vice 'glory- 
Ing 1n 1tpurity, and ranting to the fir 
tmarment, We cannot ſee how it can con- 
fiſt with the"-nature of God's Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs and Holine(s, if there were 
not another life wherein God will mant- 
fel his Righteouſticſs in ane" 
te ER 1 es and 


| forthe flanghter, and prepare them for the 
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| ahd rewarding goodneſs: For it is im- 
poſſible that a God of infinite Juſtice 
ſhould leave ſin unpuniſhed, and Grace 
unrewarded hete or hereafier, The 
Scripture gives us fo full an acount of a 
future ſtate,that may ſatishie all Chriſtians 
in this buſineſs. = 

The-wicked rich man is in his Purple, 
and Lazarus in his rags 5 yet Abraham's 
Boſom is prepared for the one, and an 
_ endleſs Hell for the other. Feremy re- 
ſolves the caſe: in his diſpute with God 
about it, Fer.12.3. Pull low out like ſheep 


day of ſlaughter. They are but fattening 
for the knife of juſtice; and the day will 
come when they ſhall be conſum'd, like 
the fat of Lambs in the. Sacrifice, which 
ſha]l wholly evaporate into ſmoke; ſothe 
Pſalmiſt reſolves it in Pſal. 37. 20. a 
Pſalm written for the preſent caſe. God 
laughs at their ſecurity in a way of _ 
kery, Pſal. 37. 13. The Lord ſpall laugh 
at him , for he ſees that his day 3s oodll 
God's day for the juſtification of his pro- - 
ceedings iQ the world, and the wicked 
man's day forhis own deſtrution,wherein 
they ſhall all be "PRIOO guns, 
Pſal. 


A Diſcourſe of 
 Pſal. 37.38. The whole maſs of them 


in one bundle. Who then will charge  Þ 


God with unequal diſtributions at that 
day which is appointed for the clearing up 
of his righteouſneſs, which is here maskt jn 
 theworld? who can be fond of the State of 
the wicked? Who would be fond of a 
dead mans condition, becauſe he lies in 
State, whaſe Soul may be condemned, 
whilſt his body with a pompous ſolemni- 
ty is carried to the Grave; and: both bo- 
dy and Soul joyned together at the reſur- 
retion, adjudged to eternal miſery ? 
©.3.Whart hath been ſaid in this,will alſo 
aniwer another Queſtion, Why God 
doth not immediately puniſh notorious 
enders, fince the beſt governments in 
the world are ſuch as call the violaters 
of the Law to a ſpeedy account, to keep 
up the honour of Juſtice * Thus the Epz- | 
cures charges God witn negleas of provi- 
dence, becauſe if he doth puniſh wicked 
men, it is later than is fir and juſt 5 becauſe 
ſentence againſt an cvilwork-is not executed 
ſpeedily,thereforethe heart of the Sons of men 
is fully ſet in them to do evil. Ecclel.8.4 1. De- 
lay of Juſtice 1s an encouragement to Sin. 
'  Anſw. 1. This is an argument for Gods 


patzence, 
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Divine: Providence. | 
patience,none agaiuſt bis providence. Should 
he make ſuch quick work, what would 
become of the world? Could it have 
held out to this day ? If God had inſtant- 
ly taken revenge upon thoſe that thus dif- 
parage his providence, the framer of 
ſuch an objetion had not been alive. 
No man 1s. ſo perfealy good, but he 
might fall under the reyenging ſtroke of 
bis ſword, if he pleaſed to draw it. Suffer 


God to evidence his patience here, ſince _ 


after the winding up of the World, he 
' Will have no time to manifeſt it. God 
doth indeed ſometimes ſend the ſharp ar- 
row of ſome judgment upon a notorious 
offender, to let him underſtand that .he 
hath not forgotten how to govern; but 
he doth not alwayes do ſo, that his pati- 
ence may be glorified in bearing with his 
rebellious creature. 
2. Gods juſt in that wherein the queſti- 
on ſuppoſeth him unjuſt. He ſuffers wicked 
men to continue to be the plagues of the 
places where they live, and the executi- 
oners of his Juſtte upon offenders againſt 
him, Pſal. 17.13. The wicked are God's 
Sword. Teremiah 47. 6. Thoſe that 
_ God would ſtir up againſt the Phz/;ſtines, 
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are called the Sword of the Lord , 1]. 
10. 5. Aſhur is ſaid to be the Rod of his 
anger 3 would it confiſt with his wiſdom 
to drop the inſtruments out of his hand, 
as ſoon as he begins to” uſe them ? To 
caft his Rods out ofhis hand as ſoon as he 
rakes them up? The rules of juſtice are 
as much unknown to. us, as the commu- 
nications of his poodneſs to his people 
are unknown to the world. 

3, Let me ask ſuch a one, whether he 
never injur'd another man ? and whether 
he would not thinkit very ſevere, if not un- 
juſt, that the offended perſon ſhould pre- 
 ſently take revenge of him ? If every man 
ſhould do the like, how ſoon would 
mankind be diſpatcht, and the World 
become a ſhambles, men ranning fari- 
ouſly-to one anothers deſtruQtion for the 
10juries they have mutually received? Do 
we praiſe the lenity of parents to their 
Children , and diſpraiſe the mercy of 
God, becauſe he doth not preſently uſe 
his right ? ? Is then forbeggance of revenge 
accounted a virtue in a man, and ſhall it 
be an imperfeQtion in God? With whar 
reaſon can we thus blame 'the eminent 
paticnce of God, which we have reaſori 

.: eo 


Divine Providence. 


to adore, and which, every one of us are 
monuments of? The uſe 1s, 

Dſe 1. Of information, 

I. How unworthy and abſurd a thing is 
it to deny Providence 2 Some of the Hea- 
thens fancied , that God walked his 
Circuit in Heaven, or fat with folded 
arms there, taking no cognizance of 
what was done in the World. Some ins - 
deed upon ſome great emergencies have 
acknowledged the Mercies and Juſtice of 
God, which are the two arms of his pro- 
vidence. The Barbarians , his juſtice, 
when they ſaw a Viper leap upon Pazl's 
hand, A@- 28. 4. they ſay among them- 
ſelves,n0 doubt this man is a murderer, whone 
though he bath eſcaped the ſea, yet vengeance 
ſuffers not to live. The Mariners in Jo-+ 
ah implored his mercy in their. diſtreſs 
at Sea ; yet they generally attributed af- 
fairs toblind chance. and worſhipped For- 
tune as a Deicy. » For this vain conceit, 
the Pſalmiſt calls the Atheiſt fool, Pal. 
14. 1. The fool hath ſaid in his, beart, there 
is no God. Potiphar acknowledged it ; 
he ſaw. that the Lord was with Joſeph, 
ahd favoured his deſigns. Ger,39..3. And 
bis Maſter ſaw that the Lord was with him, 

and 


A Diſcourſe of 
and that the Lord made all things that he 
did to proſper in his hand. £ 

It will not be amiſs to conſider this ; 
For the root of denial:of providence is 
in the hearts of the beſt men, eſpecial- 
ly under affliftior. A/ah was a holy man; 
yet P/al. 73. 13. ſaith he , Verily I have 
cleanſed my heart in vain, and waſhed my 
hands in innocence. He had taken much 
pains with his heart, and had been under 
much affliction. V. 14. [ all the day long 
have [ been plagued and chaſtned every morn- 
zrg.] And the conſideration of this, that 
he ſhould have ſo much affliction with fo 
much holineſs, ſo ftrargely puzled him, 
that he utters that dreadful Speech,asif he 


had a mind to caſt off all cares about the . 


worſhip of God,and ſanQifying his heart, 
and repent of all that he had done in that 
buſineſs 3 as much as to-ſay , Had I been 
as very a villain as ſuch, or ſuch a man, 
I might have profpered as well as they; 
but I wasa fool to have any fear of God. 
Therefore we will conſider, 
I. The evil of denying Providence. 
2. The grounds of the denial of it by the 
heathen, which we ſhall find in our own 


hearts. | 
3. The 


y_—_— 
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2. The various ways wherein men pradi- 


cally deny providence. | 
1. The evil of denying it. 


1. [t gives a liberty to all ſim. It gives Firſt: 


an occaſion for an unbounded erapgc ol 
neſs ; for what may not be done 
where there is no government? The 


Jews tell us,4 That the diſpute betweet , 
Caii and Abel was this. Cain ſaid, bes 4; 


cauſe his ſacrifice was not accepted,that a nate 
cer an 


Gen. 4.7« 


there was no Judge, no-reward of goo 

works,or puniſhmeut of bad, which when 
Abel oppoſed, Cain (lew him; they ground 
it upon thediſcourſe of God with Cair,v.7 


which had been abour his providenceand wy” 


acceptation of men, if they did well, and 


puniſhment of men ifthey did ill z whence 
they gather, the diſcourſe, v. 8. Cain had 


with his brother, was about the ſame ſub< 
jett 3 for Cain talked with Abel,and upon 
that diſcourſe roſe up againſt him, and 
ſlew him. And his diſcourſe. afterwards 
with God, © 9. ſeems to favour it, aw 1 
my. Brothers keeper ? Thou dolſt ſay, thou 
art the governour &f the World; it is not 
my concern to look after him. Their 
conjecture 18 not improbable. If it were 


in 


{o, we ſee how early this opinion began 


2x2. -4 


aro. 


* Gen. 4-', 
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in the World; and what was the horrid 
effe& of it? the firſt fin, the firſt murder 
that we read of after the fin of Adam. 
And what confuſion would grow. upon 
the entertainment of ſuch a notion? 

| Indeed the Scripture every where pla- 
ces fin upon this root. Pfal. 10. :1. 
[God hath forgotten, he hides his face, he 
will zever ſee it. He hath turned ihis back 
upon the World. This was the ground 
of the oppreſſion of the poor by the 
wicked which he mentions, wv. 9, 10. So 
I/2. 26. 10. (The wicked will not learn 
_ righteouſneſ5,he will deal unjuſtly; the rea- 
ſon is,he will not behold the Majeſty of the 
Lord; he will not regard God?s govern- 
ment of the world, though his hand bs 
lifted up to ſirike. There is no (in, but 
receives both its birth and nouriſhment 
from this bitter root. Let the notion of 
providence be once thrown: out , or the 
belief of it faint, how will Ambition, Co- 
vetouſneſs,negle&t of God, diſtruſt, impa- 
tience, and allother bitter gourds grow 
_upin a night? *Tis feom this Topick all 
iniquity. will draw arguments to encou- 
rage it ſelf; for nothing doth fo much 
diſcountenance thoſe rifng ION 

an 
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knowledg God charges all the fila of E- 
phraim. Hoſea. 7. 2. They conſider * not 
in their hearts that I remember all thezr 


did not (ee, or ſtupid and did not con- 
cern himſelf 5 or of a very frail memory 
ſoon to forget, nes 
| 2. It deſtroys all Religion. The firſt 
Foundation of all Religion is, firſt the 
Being, Secondly the Goodneſs of God ig 
the Government of the World. Heb. 
j1.6. he that comes to God; muſt believe 


that he is, and thas he is a tewarder of 


them that diligently ſeek hint. He js the 
| objet of Religion,as he 1s the Governque 


of the World. This denial would (bug 


up Bibles and Tenples, and bring irre- 
Iigious diſorder intgall Societies _ 
1. All Worſhip. He that hath no des 


fign to govern; is ſuppoſed to expe& ng 


homage 3 if he regards not his cregtyres, 
he cares for no worſhip from'them, How 
Js it poſſible to per(wade meri to regard 

him for God, who takes rio care of them? 
Who will adorehim, who regards nd adgs 


and put themout ofheart, as an aftyated | 


belief, that God takes care of humane af- 
fairs, Upon the want of this aQuated 


Heb. 

they fpeah © 
not to 
wickedneſs. As if God were ' blind and #%# 


arth, 


ation ? - I ' 8. Projer 
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2. Prayer. To what purpoſe ſhould 
they beg his direQions, 1mplore his al- 
ſiltance in their calamities, if he had no 
regard at all to his Creatures? What fa- 
vour can we expect from-him who 1s re- 
gardleſs of diſpenling any ? 

3- Praiſe. Who would make acknow- 


ledgments toone, from whom they never 


received any favour, and hath no mind to 
receive any acknowledgments from them, 
becauſe he takes no, care of them'? If the 
Deity have norelation to us, how can we 


| haverelationto him?To what purpoſe will 


it beeither tocallupon him,or praiſe him, 
which are the. prime pieces of Religion, 


.if he concern not himſclf with us? 


' 4 Dependance, Truſt and Hope. What 
reaſon have we to commit our concernsto 
him, and to depend upon him forrelief ? 
Hence the Apoſtle faith, Ephbeſ. 2. 12. 
The Gentiles were withoxe hope, and with- 
out God in, the World. The reaſon they 
weie without hope, was becauſe they 
were without God, they denied a ſettled 
providence, and acknowledged a blind 
chance , and therefore could have no 
ſound ' hope 3 ſo ſome underſtand it of 
denial of God's goyerniment, It might | 
| — wel; 


J 
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well give occaſion to people to utter Pha- 
raoh's Speech, \ Exod. 5. 2. Whois the 
Lord that 1 ſhowld obey his voice to let Tſra- 
el po? | kndw not the Lord, meither will 1 
| letIfrael go. Wha is God: that I ſhould 
ſerve lim # Ihave) hoi{ſueh/ vga £ 
God that govetne-the'World. + The te- 
gardleſneſs of his renture,diſobligerhre he 
Creature from'any ſervice to him. '” 

- 3- It is a high diſparagement of God: 
To: believe ah impotent, ignotaritganep- 
Iigent God; without:care! of his-wouhk 


3s: 
as bad: or work thinto believe: go-Got 


at al}, The denyal of his providetice is 


made equal: with the denyalvof; Bod'; 


Pſal. 14:1; the fool hath" ſaid in hit beart 
there is no God; 'the denied God;Elohithy 
which word notesGod's providence:Not 
there-is no Jehovah,” which \noteshils'eſ- 
ſence z he denied not- God; ynoad"eſſep> 
t7ani, but quoad. provi mtidawys wheteup- 
bn the: Pſalmiſt dubbs- the 'Athei@& fool; 
It ſtrips God of this jutlicialpower; How 
ſhall be: jadg his' creatures, /3fhe kno! 
not what they..think, and-Yeards nog 
what they .do ?: How caſt e wore Sn 
him to be impoſed/upon by the -fairy 
Fences, and lying excuſe SE mien? *Fie 
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Diabolical. . The Devildenies not God's 
right to-govern, but he denies God's _ 
tual goverrment; for heſaith, Luke. 4. 
the power and glory of the W. orld is hos: 
red unto him,and to whomſoever, ſaith he, 1 
will,l giveit. God had caft.offall care of all 
things,and; made the Devil his Deputy.He 
that denies providence,” denies moſt of 
God's attribates,hedepbiesat leaſt the exer- 
ciſe of 'them; -hedenies'his.Omniſcience, 
whichts: the eye ot:Providence 3 Mercy 
and Juſtice, 'which--are:the- arms: of ' it ; 
Power ; wbich i the life and motion 'of 
providerice-z ;;Wiſdom,' which is. therud- 
der of providence, whereby it'is ſteered: 3 
and Holineſs, which, is the! compaſs abd 
rulcof- themotion:of firovidence. + 
 {£1tiv- clearly agaiift: natural light. So- 
crates./ar> Heathen could ſay,” Whoſoever 
denied: providence; did, ntipebets, was 
polletiedy with: a Devit*: -Should' God 
create #'-waf anew. with a; ſound-judg- 
ment, and: bring: him into 'the World; 
whenibe ſhou}d-ſee the harmony, multi- 
tude, 'yertues/and operations of all Crea- 
tures;'the tated times and - ſeaſons 3 muſt 
ke not:needts confels; that:ſome inviſible, 
uncorpetnetile Wiſdom-did both _ 
a 


and doth govern all- the motions. of it ? 

And it is a greater. crime in any of usto 

deny providence, either in opinion or 
practice, than it -was-or could bave been 

E in Heathensz becauſe-we  have/not only 
that natural reaſon which they had, ſuffi- 
cient to convince us, - but. ſupernatural 
revelation in the Scripture, wherein God 
hath declared thoſe, methods of / his/pro- 

 vidence which reaſon could not atrive 
to: As.to deny the creation of the. Warld, 

" 18a greater crime in a manithat knows the 
Scripture, than in; a Heathen, becauſe 
that, hath put ic. out of doubt; And the 

aſſerting of. this, being the. end. .of all 

| God's judgments\in' the  Warld, Wrath 
brings the puniſhment of the $ word, that you 
may know there is a judgment, i. e; pro- 

: K's 6 the denial of it. is afin againſt 

all paſt or preſent; judgments, which /Ged 
hath-or doth exerciſe, . The; Scripture 
frequently declaring the, reaſon/of ſuch 
and ſuch judgments + God. thar men ay 
krow that the Lord is God. 


* ob 
T9 0y 


the denial of providence, This Atheiſm 

has been founded, 
1. Upon ar overmeening rompeit of mens 
1:3 own 
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2. The ſerond.1 iogis,. the. Sh of Secondly. 1 


b > 


718 


' A Diftearſ of - 


wt: worths 5 when men ſaw themſelves 


fruſtrated of the rewards they expetted, 


and ſaw others that were inſtramebtrs of 


'Tyratifiy and Luſt, 'graced with the fa- 


vours they. thought due to their own 
virtue, they ran into s cohceit, that God - 
did not mind the aCtions of men' below. 


$0that-it was pride, intereſt, ſelf conceit, 


and opinion of merit, rather than any 
well- fouhded reaſon introduced this 
part-of Atheiſm intothe World 3 for up- 
on any croſs,this opinion of merit ſwelled 
up- into blaſphemous ſpeeches againſt 
God; Whea we have any thoughts, ( as 
re are bpt to have) by- our religious aQ; 
to merit at God's hand, we a againſt the 
abſoluterieſs of his ptovidence, as* though 
God could be obliged to us by any other 
than his own' promiſe, Methinks' Job | 
hath ſome ſpice 6f this in ſpeaking ſo often 
of hisown integrity, as though God dealt. 


in juriouſly with bitn in affliaing bim. 


God Neeins to charge him with it. Jeb | 


Ce io. 8.{ Wilt thou alfo difomul wy Judgment? | 


' wilt thow condemn. me, that thou ma eſt be 


#JAs though th ſpeaking Boch 
of his 6wn integrity, and in co plaining 


+4 hmm he Would accuſe God of in, 


jultice, 
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juſtice, and condemn him as an unrighte- 
ous governour zand in Job's anſwer you 


find no ſyllable or word of his integrity - 


to God, but a. ſelf abhorrency, Job 42. 
26. Wherefore I abhor my ſelf in duſt and 
aſhes. 1 doubt that from this ſectet root 
ariſe thoſe Speeches which we ordinarily 
haveamong men, what have I donethat 
God ſhould ſo affi® me? Though ina 
ſerious way it 1s a uſeful queſtion tend- 


ing to an enquiry into the lin that1s the - 


cauſe of it. But I doubt ordinarily there 
- is too much of a refleqion upon God, as 
though they had deſerved other dealing 


at his hands. Take heed therefore of 


pride and conceits of our own worth, 
we ſhall elſe be led by g todiſparaging 
conceits of God, which indeed are the 
' roots of all ations cantradictory to God's 
Will. ; | 
2. [t is founded upon pedantical and ſen- 
ſual notions of God. As Ss, itmwipbe 
detraQ from his pleaſure and delight, to 
look down upon this World ; or, as 
though it were a moleſtationof an infinite 
Power, to buſte himſelf about the care 
of ſablunary things. They rhoyghe it 
gnſutable to the felicity of Gad, that ic 
FD I 4 would 


 FI9 
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would interrupt his pleaſure, and make 4 
breach upon his bleſſedneſs. As though 
it were the felicity of a Prince not ta 
take care of the Government of his King- 
don, nor ſo much as provide for the well- 
being of his Children. I doubt that 
from ſuch, or as bad conceptions of God, 
may fpriog, ordinarily, our diſtruſt of 
Gad upon any diſtreſs. Take heed there- 
fore of entertaining any conceptions of 
God, but what the Scripture doth furniſh 

© 3. Or elſe, this fort of Atheiſm was 
uſber'd iz: by a flattering conceit of the Ma- 
Jeſty of God. They thought it unbecom- 
ing the exce]lency of the divine Majeſty 
to deſcend ta a regard of the petty things 
of the World; this ſeerns to be the fan- 
cy of them » Pſal. 37. 11. How doth 
God know ? is there knowledge in the moſt 
bigh ? They think him-too high to know, 
too high to conſider, How unreaſonable 
is it to rhink God moſt high in place,and 
not jn perfeCtion; and if in perfeQion, 
not in knowledge and diſcerning ? They 
imagined ofhim as of a great Prince, tak+ 
30g his pleaſure upon the battJements of 
bis palace, not bebolding the Wormgup- 
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on the ground ; \muffled with Clouds, as 
Job 22. 13, 14 How doth God hnow £2 
can he judge through the dark clouds? thick 
clouds are a covering to him, that he ſees not, 
and he walks in the circuit of Heaven, We 


cannot indeed have too high apprehen- 


fions of God's Majeſty and Excellency : 
But we muſt take heed of entertaining 
ſuperſtitious conceits of God, and ſuch 
as are diſhonourable to him, or make the 
grandeur and ambition of men, the 
meaſures of the greatneſs and Majeſty of 
God. Upon this root ſprung Superſtiti- 
on and Idolatry, and the Worſhip of De- 
21014, who according to the Heathens 
fancy, were Mediators between God and 
men. AndI doubt ſuch a conceit might 
be the firſt ſtep to the introducing the 
Popiſh Saint-worſbip 'into the Chriſtian 
World: and this lies at the root of all 
our omiſſions of duty, or negleQs. of 
ſeeking God. - Let us therefore have 
raiſed thoughts of God's Majelty, and gd- 
miringthoughtsof his condeſcention, who 
notwithſtanding his greatneſs , humbles 


himſelf to behold what is done upon the 
Earth. The Pfalmiſt ſets a pattern for 


both, P/al. 113. 5, 6. = 
oo gs 4. From 
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w- . From their wiſhes upon any gripes of 
conſcience. They found guilt ſtaring them 
in the face, and were willing to comfort 
themſelves with. the embraces of this 
Dodrine , wherein they might find a 
ſecurity and eaſeto their proſtituted con- 
ſciences, and unabounded liberty 1n the 
ways of ſin. Thoſe in Zephaniah, were 
firſt ſettled upon their lees, and then to 
drive away all fears of puniſhment, deny 
God's government. Zeph.' 1. 12. The 
Lord will not do good, neither will he do 
evil, A brave liberty for a City to be 
without a Magiſtrate, a houſe without a 
Governour, a ſhip without a Pilot, ex- 
poſed to the mercy of winds and waves. 
A man to be without reaſon, that paſli- 
ot and luſt ſhould a& their edifes. ; 
a Liberty that beaſts themſelves 'would 
not have, to be without a Shepherd and 
one to take care of them. Such wilhes 
certainly there are in men upon a ſenſe 
_ of guilt: they wiſh for their own ſecu- 
rity, there were no providential eye to 
1in Delt them, Take heed therefore of - 
guilt, which will draw you to wiſh God 
deprived of the goverment of the World, 

aad all thoſe attributes which qualify bi 
ar 
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for it. The readineſs to entertain themo- 
tions of Satan, rather than the motions of 
the Spirit, implies a willingneſs in them 
that Satan might be the. God of the 
World, who favours them in {1n, rather 
than the Creator who forbids it. But in- 
deed the fears of conſcience evidence a 
ſeoret belief, in men, of a juſt providence, 
whatever means they uſe to ſtifle it; elſe 
why is man upon the. commiſſion of fome 
notorious finful at, afraid of ſome evil 
hap to betide him? Why is he reſtleſs in 
himſelf? There is no ſinner, unleſs ex- 
treamly hardned, but hath ſome ſecret 
touch of conſcience upon notoriousenor- 
mities : While the work of the Law is 
written in their heart, their conſcience 


will bear witneſs and accuſe them *. In#* rom. 2. 
the moſt flagitious courſes which the A- 14 

{tle reckdns up *, they cannot put off * ron. c. 7 
the knowledg of the judgment 'of God, 2923, 
that they which commic ſuch things are , | 
- worthy of death, thatis, worthy of death 


by the judgment of God, which judgment 
is diſcovered in the Law of nature, 


3. The third om is, The various ways Third. 
; 


wherein men par@ica 
abuſe it,or contemn it» 


1. When 


ly deny providence, or 


Y% 
a” 
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1. When we will walk on in a way contrary © 
tochecks of providencs. When we willrun | 
againſt the will of God manifeſted 1n his 
rovidence; we do deny his government, - 
and refuſe ſubjeCtion to him 5 when we 
will be peremptory in our reſolves againſt 
thedeclaration of God's will by his checks 
of providence , we contend with him a- 
bout the government of us and our. aQi-. 
ans, Such a diſpute had Pharaoh with 
God, notwithſtanding all the checks by 
the plagues poured out'upon him ;,. he 
would march againſt 1ſrae{ to take-them 
qut of God's hand into his own ſervice 
again, Exod. 15. 9. The enemy ſaid, I will + 
purſue, [will overtake, I will divide the 
ſpoil, my luſt ſhall be ſatisfied upon them, [ 
will draw my ſword, my hand ſhall deſtroy | 
them. Here 1s the will of man vaunting a- | 
gainſt the governour of the World,refoly-. 
ed to diſpute God's Royalty with him 
in ſpight of all the blaſtings of his deſigns, 
and the ſmart blows he had had fromthat = 
powerful' arm , which coſt him and his 
ſabjeas their lives; they would not un- 
. . derſtandrill the taking oft their wheels, |] 
bur woald ran headlong. into the Red 
za. A remarkable example of this 181g 
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a good man, not ſo peremptory in words, 
but in ations againſt the revelations of 
God's mind both by the Prophet and his 
Providence. Jehoſaphat had made aleague 
with Abab*, and God had ordered Mzca- * 2 Chron. 
jab to acquaint him with the ill ſucceſs of '5: '>23- 
the affair they went about, ' which Feho- ver.16;197 
ſaphat found' true, for his own life 'was 
in danger, he was hardly beſet by the 
Enemy'upon a miſtake ; he had an emi- »er:31,32: 
nent anſwer of prayer, for upon his cry 
he had a quick return; God engaged his 
providence 'over his enemies hearts' for 
him, the Lord helped ' him , and God 7: 3*- 
moved them to depart from him. "And 
for his conjun&ion and continuance in 
it againſt Mzzajab's prophefie, God'ſends 
a Prophet to reprove him, 2 Chron. 19. 2. 
ſhouldeSt thou help the ungodly, and love 
them that hate the Lord? therefore is 
wrath upon thee from the Lord: he re- f 
proves him ſharply for this confederacy ; 
yet Jehoſaph-t after he had a ſignal pro- 
vidence in - delivering him from another 
army,” 2 Chron. 20. 24. Yet afrer this he 
| goes on in this way, 2 Chron. 20. 35. after 
| 1h1s, 5. e. after a reproof by a Prophet, af. 
ter ill ſuceeſs in his league, after eminent 
care 
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care of God in his deliverance, after a 
fignal freeing him from a dangarous inva- 
fion in a miraculous way, he enters into 
a league with Ahab's Son, as wicked as. his 
Father, ver. 36, he joyned himſelf with 
him to make ſhips togo to Tarſhiſh ; and 
after that a third Prophet is ſent to re- 
prove him, and the ſhips were broken, 
v.37. Here is a remarkable oppolition to 
checks of providence, and manifeſt decla- 
rations of God's will, as if he would be 
the Commander of the World inſtead of 
Gad. Abyner's ation is much of the fame 
kind, who would make the houſe of Say! 
ftrong againſt David,tho he knew and was 
ſatisfied that God had promiſed the King- 
dom to David. | s | 
2. In omiſſions of prayer. One reaſon 
to prove the fools denying God's gavern- 
ment of the world, is, that they call not- 
upon the Lord. Pſal. 14. 1, 4, The Lord 
looked down from heaven to ſee if there 
were any that did underſtand and ſeek Gad. 
'Tis certainly either a denying of -Go3's 
ſufficiency to help us, when we rather beg 
of every creature;than ask of God;. or a 
charging him with a want of providence, 
as though he had thrown off all care of 
| worldly 
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worldly matters. 2 King. 1. 3. 1s zt zet 

becauſe there is not a God in Iſrazl, that 

| you go to enquire of Baalzebyb the god of 

Ekron? Seeking to any thing elfe with a 

negle& of God, is a denying the care of 

God over his creature, Do we not tn 

thiscaſe make our ſelves our own gover- 

nours and Lords, as though we could ſub- 

fiſt without bim, or manage our own af- 

fairs without his aſſiſtance ?-If we did 

really believe there was a_ watchful pro- 

vidgnce, and an infinite powerful gogd- 

'neſs to help us, he would hear from us 

ofcenerthenhe doth, Certainly thoſe who 

never call upon him, difown his govern- 

ment of the world , and: do not care. 

whether he regards the Earth or- ng: 4 

They think they can do what they. pleaſe, 

without any care of God aver them. 

The reſtraining prayer is a caſting” 

the fear of God. Job 15. 4. Tho caſteth 

off fear, why ? and reſtraineſt prayer be= 

fore God, The neglect of prayer ariſeth 

from a conceit of the nprofitableneſs. of 

it. Job 21, 15. What profit ſhonld we 

have if we pray nnto him 2. Which conceit 

muſt be grounded upon a ſecret notion of 

God's careleſaels of the world ; ſuch fruje 
I cou 
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could not ariſe,but from that bitter root. 
But the Prophet Malach: plainly expreſles 
it, Mal. 3, 14. Te have ſaid, it is in vain 
to ſerve God, and what profit is it that we 
have kept his orditances? Whence did this 
ariſe, but from a' denial of providence, 
ufo the obſervarion of the outward hap- 
pineſsof the wicked? ver. 15. And now 
we calltbe proud happy 3 yea, they that work 
wickedneſs, are ſetup; yea, they that tempt 
God areeven delivered. Sometimes it riſeth 
froman apprehenſion that God in the Way 
of his providence dealeth unjuſtly withns. 
A good Prophet utters ſuch a finfal ſpeech 
in his paſſion, King. 6. 33. Behold, this 
evil is of the Lord, what ſhould l wait fot 
the Lord any longer ? | 

"3: When men willturn every ſtone to gait 
the favourable aſſiſtance of men it their de- 
ſigns, and never addreſs ro God for his di- 
reFion or bleſſing. When they never de- 
fire God to move the hearts of thoſe 
whoſe fayour they court, as though pro- 
 vidence were an unuſeful and unneceſſas 
ry thing in the World, It was the cafe 
of thoſe Elihu ſpeaks of, Job 35. 9, 10. 
they cry ont by reaſon of the arm of the migh- 
t1, but none ſaith,” where is God my maker, 
; who 
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who gives ſongs in the night, &c. none in 
the midſt of their oppreſſions and cryes 
under them, did conſider either the pow= 
er of God in the Creation, as he. was 
their Maker, nor his .providence in, the 
povernment of the World, as he raiſed 
up men from low eftates, and gave mat- 
ter of cheerfulneſseven ina time of dark- 
nels. This was the charge God by his 
Prophet. brought againſt. Aſa, 2 Chrer. 
16. 7. (before the text) Thou haſt relzed 
on the King of Syria, and not rehed on the 
Lord thy God, berein thou haſt done fooliſh» 
ly, v. 9. where he ſetsa relyance on the 
Creature, and a relyance on God in di- 
ret oppoſition. In feveral caſes men do 
thus lend and put a contempt.on God; 
as the governour of the, World; when 
we will caſt about to find out ſome crea« 
ture- refuge, rather than have recourſe 


to Cod for any ſupply of our neceſhties; 


Doth not he flight his fathers care, that 
will not ſeek tro him in his diſtreſs? This 
was Aſ/a's Sin. 2 Chron. 16. 12, in bis diſ- 
eaſe be ſought not to the Lord, but to the Phys 
ſicians. The Jews think, that one rea- 
ſon why Joſeph continued two years in 
priſon, was his confiding roo much wpon 
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the Butler's remembrance. of him, and in- 


' tereſt for his deliverance, which they 


ground upon the requeſt he takes to him, 
Ger. :4.0. 14. but think on me when it ſhall 
be well with thee, and ſhew kindneſs to me, 
and make mention of me unto Pharaoh,and 
bring me out of this houſe. | mult confeſs 
the expreſſions are very urgent, being 
ſo often repeated, and ſeems to carry a 
greater confidence at preſent in- the arm 
of fleſh, than in God. We do not read 
that Fojeph prayed ſo earneſtly to God, 
though no doubt but being a good man 
he did # Methinks the ſetting down his 
requeſt with that repetition 1n the Scrip- 
ture, ſeems to intimate a probability of 
the Fews conceit. Or allo when we do 
ſeek to him, but it 1s out of a general be- 
hef of his providence and ſufficiency, 
not out of an actuated conſideration; or 
when we ſeek to him with colder affec- 
tions than We ſeek to Creatures, as if we 
did half deſpair of his ability or will to 


.help us * as when a man thinks to 


get learning by the ſagacity of his own 
wit, his indefatigable induſtry, and never 


_ defires with any ardent affe&ion the bleſ- 


fing of God upon his endeavours. When 
I we 
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we lean to our own Wiſdom, we dif 
truſt the providence of God, Pro. EL 
irnſt in the Lord with all thine heart, and 
lean not to thine owh underſtanding. Truſt 
in God, and leaning to our own wiſdom, 
"ms oppoſed to one another as incon- 
ſiſtent ; or when a man hath ſome great 
concern, ſuppoſe a ſuit at Jaw, to'think 
to carry his cauſeby the favour of friends, 
the help of his money,-the eloquence of 
his advocate, and never intereſts God in 
his buſineſs: This is not to acknowledge: 
God m thy wayes, which.is the command, 

Pro. 6.'in dll thy waies achnowled go bins 
as though our works were not i» the hand 

of God, Eccleſ. 9. 1. This is to take Jonas 
out of God's hand,and put them into the 
hands of men. To truſt in our wealth, 
it is to make God a dead and a ſtupid 
God, an4 diſown his providence” in the 
beſtowing i it upon vs. The Apoſtle ſeems 
ro intimate this in the oppoſition: which 
he makes 'between wrcertain riches and. 


the living God *. Theſe and: many. thore « , 454 
ations: lutable ro chem, are verrual 6. IT. 


denials of God's ſuperintendency ; - as 
though God had left off the government 
of the World tothe wits, or rather follies 
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follies of men. Theſe are to magnifie 
the things we ſeek to, above God, as the 
chief Authors of all our good. 'Tis to 
imagine him leſs carefal than man, "more 
inſufficient then man. 'Tis a departure 
from a full fountain to a ſhallow ſtream ; 
not to defire God's affiſtance, is either 
from ſome check of conſcience, that our 
buſineſs is finful, that we dare not inte- 
reſt him in it; or a diſowning God's care, 
asif we could bide our counſels from him, 
CIfa. 29. 15. Wo to them that ſeek, deep 
to hide their counſel from the Lord,and they 
fay, who ſeeth us? and who hnoweth us? ) 
an} bring our buſineſs to paſs before he 
(tall know of it 3 Arleaſt it 1s a (light- 
ing God's government, fince we will not. 
engage God by prayer 1a the exerciſe of: - 
it on our behalf, and diſdain to acquaint 
him with our concerns, - *Tis a reflecti- 
on upon God's Wiſdom to do ſo, which 
the Prophet mentions with a wo, 1/a. 31. 
1, 2. Wo to them that go downto Eg ypt for 


help,but they look not to the holy one of Ifra- Y 


el, zet he alſo is wiſe. It is a diſparagement 
of God's providential wiſdom, not to. 
look to him in our concerns, yea, and 
of hisrighteouſneſs too,they look not .- ” 

| aly 
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Holy one of Iſrael. In this they neither re- 
rd his Holineſs nor his Wiſdom. When 

we conſult not with him upon emergent 
occaſions, we truſt more to our own 
Wiſdom, Counſel and Sufficiency, than to 
God's, and ſet up our ſelves as our own 
Lords, and independent 'upon - him, as 
though we could manage things accord- 
ing to our pleaſure. 

4. When upon the receiving any good, 
they make a more grateful acknowledgment 
to the inſtruments, than to God the princi- 
pal Author of it. As if God had no hand 
' In beſtowing thoſe bleſſings upon them 3 
as if the inſtruments had difoſleſſed God 
ofhis governing providence, andengroſt 
It in their own hands. This men are 
guilty of, when they aſcribe their Wealth 
to their own wit and fortuneztheir health 
to their own care, or the Phyficiansskill; 
their learning to their own induſtry ; 
their proſperity to their friends or merits. 
When men thus return their thank-offer- 
ing to ſecond cauſes, and aſcribe tothem 
what is due to God, they give the glory 

of his providence to a miſerable creature. 

| Thus was the fooliſh boaſting of the Aſy- 
rian, Iſa. 10. 13, 14, By the ſtrength of 
K 3 my 
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my hand 1 have done this, and by my wiſe 


dom, for | am prudent, for 1 have removed 
the bounds of the people, $c. It was Belſhaz- 
zar's offence alſo, Dan.s 23. thou haſt lifted 
up thy ſelf againſt the Lord of heaven; and 
praiſed the Gods of ſilver, as though they 
were the authors of all thy greatneſs ſo 
Hab. 1. 16. they ſacrifice to their ,net, and 
burn incenſe 10 their drag, becauſe by them 
their portion is.fat. .Alluding. to: thoſe 
that then worſhipped their warlike wea- 
pons, and the tools. whereby. thbey./ had 
got:their wealth, in. the place of God, as 


Sacr Ex, the; Heathen, uſed 'to do #. How baſe a 
pars, 182, uſage is this of God, to rifle him of all his 


* Ami- 
raut de 
diverſes 
Fetigiont 


glory, and beſtow 1tupon the unworthi- 
elt inſtruments, inanimate creatures? *Tis 
as high Idolatry' as that of the Heathens, 
in as much as it 1sa (tripping God of. the 
glory of his providential care, though the 
objet ta which we dire& our acknow- 
ledgments, i is not ſo mean as theirs which 
was a ſtock or-ſtone. : But is it not the 
ſame injury to a perſon to rifle him of 
his goods to beſtow it upon a begger, as 
to giveit toa Prince? Tis a depriving 
a man of his right : Yet, is not thisordina- 
ry ? my not men aſcribe more to the Phy- 

$ ſician 
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fician that ſaves an eye indanger of being 
loſt by a defluxion,thanto God who hath 

iven them both with the enjoyment ofthe 
light of the Sunzyea more tothe Medicine 
than to that God, who bath a witneſs of his 
Deity in every Drug? 'Tis as if the kind- 
neſs a Prince ſhews to his ſubjeQs, ſhould 
be attributed to a Scullion in his Kitchin, 


rather than to himſelf. This 1; to bely 
God and ſay, it is not he *: Tis appli- 


cable to the caſe of mercies as well as af- 


flitions and judgments, of which it. is 
properly meant. And this contempt is the 
greater by how much the greater mercy 
vie have received in a way of providence, 


Hof. 2. 8. ſhe did not know that I gave her 


corn, and wine, and ojl, and multiplzed 


ber ſilver and gold, which they prepared for 


Baal. She that had moſt reaſon to know, 
becauſe ſhe had enjoyed fo much; {he that. 
had experience how by a ſtrong and 


mighty hand I brought her out of Egype 
into the Land now: poſſeſſed . by _ ber; 
She would not know that Igave her thoſe 
good things ſhe prepared for Badl, It 
would be a- natural conſequent from 
this Scripture, that thoſe that employ the. 
z0od things they enjoy upon their luſts, 


—_ 


* Ier.5. 
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— do deny the providential goodneſs 0 

God in their poſſcſiion and enjoyment of 
them, becauſc they prepare God's good- 
neſs for their ſinful pleaſures, as. though 
their own luſts had been the Authors of 
them 3 and alſo their inſtruments, that re- 
ceive too high and flattering thanks ofthis 
nature, are much like Herod, that tickled 
himſelf with the Peoples applauſe , that 
his voice Was the voice of God, andnot 
gf man, nn Sr | 

" 5, When we uſe indire® courſes, and 
diſhoneſt waies to gain wealth or honour. 
This 1s to leave God, to ſeek relief at 
Hells gates, and adore the Devil's provi- 
dence above God's: When God doth 
hot anſwer us, like Sal we will go ta 
the witch of Erdor, and bave our ends 
by Hel), when Heaven refuſeth us. 'Tis a 
convenanting with the Devil, and (tri- 
king up a bargain and agreement with 
He] , and acknowledging Satan to be the 
God of the World. No man will doubt 
but in expreſs Covenants with the Devil, 
as Witches and Conjurers are reported 
to make, that the Devil ihall give them 
ſach\knowledge, ſuch wealth, or bring 
them to ſuch honours *tis no doubt,l ſay, 
FHF ; but 
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but ſach do acknowledge the Devil the 
God of the world, becauſe they agree by 
articles to have thoſe things conferred 
upon them by Satan , which are' only 1n 
the power of God. abſolutly to pro- 
miſe or beſtow. So when a man will com- 
mit Sin to gain the ends of his ambition 
or covetouſneſs , does he not implicitely 


coyenant with the Devil who is the head 


of ſinners, and ſet up his fin in the place 


of God, becauſe he hopes to attain thoſe 


things by finful means which are only 18 
the' hand of Gad, and on whom he on- 
ly can have a dependance ? This is the 
Devil's deſign ou&of an enmity to pro» 
vidence. He tempted Chriſt to be his 
own Carver, thereby to put him upon a 
diſtruſt of his Father's care of him, Matt. 
4. 3. Command that theſe ſiones be made 
bread, as though God could not provide 
for him; which deſign of the Devil is 


manifeſt. by our Savjour's anſwer. . This 


1s to proſtitute Providence to our own 
luſts, and to pull it down from the go- 
yernment of the World, tq be a Lacky to 
our ſinful pleaſure; to uſe weans which 


Goddoth prohibir, 15 toſet up Hell to go- 


ern us 5  lince God will not govern our 
; affairs 
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affairs in anſwer to our greedy deſires.”Tis 
to endeavour that by God's curſe which 
we ſhould only expec& by God's bleſſing : 
For when God hath forbid ſinful wayes, 
ſeverely threatned them, perhaps curſed 
them in examples befote our eyes, what 
is it but to ſay, that we will rather believe 
God's curſe will further us, than his bleſ- 
ſing? *'Tis to diſparage his bleſling, and 
refer his curſe; to (light his wiſdom,and 
adore our folly. When we-go out of 
God's way, we go out of God's prote@i- 
on, we have no Charter for the bleſ- 
fing of providence without that conditi- 
on, Pſal. 37. 3. truſt im the Lord, and do 
good, ſo ſhalt thou dwell in the Land. and 
verily thou ſhalt be fed 5, to do evil then is 
got to truſt in God; or have any regard to 
his providential care. 
_ 6.. When we diſiruſs God when there 3s 
0 viſtble means. A diſtruſt of God ren- 
ders him impotent, or falſe and mutable, 
or cruel and regardiefs, and. what not ? 
We detra&t from bis power, as if it de- 
pended upon creatures, or that he were 
like an Artificer that could not act with- - 
out his Tools: As if God were tyed to 
means, and were beholding to creatures 
| for 
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for his operating power; asif that God 
who created the World without inſtru- 
ments; could not providentially apply 
himſclfto our particular exigencies with- 
out the help of ſome of his creatures. If 
he cannot work without this or- that 
means you did expe& your mercy by, 
it ſuppoſeth that God hath made the 
creature greater than himſelf, and more 

neceſſary to thy well- -bcing, than him- 
ſelf is 5, or elſe we conceit him falſe. or 
fooliſh, as if he had undertaken a task-of 
20vernment - £00 hard for him, as if he 
were grown weary of his labour, and 
muſt -have ſome time to recruit his 
ſtrength; or as ifhe were unfaithful, not 
walking by rules of unerring poodnels ; 5 
or if we acknowledge him wile, and able, 
and faithful, yet it muſtthen bea denyalof 
his gracious tenderneſs, which is as great 
as his power and wiſdom, and a rerfeti- 
on equal with any of the reſt, If his care- 
iog for us be aprincipal argument to move 
us to caſt our careupon bim,as it 1s, 1 Pe. 
6.7, caſting all your care upon him, for he " 

# careth for you ; Then if we caſt not our " 

care upon Thi, it is a denial of his gract- : 

ous care of us. This 1s to imagine bim a 

| tender- 
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tenderer governour of beaſts than men, as 
though our Saviour had ſpoke a palpa- 
ble untruth, when he told us, not an hair 
of our heads doth fall without his leave ; 
as if he regarded Sparrows only, and 
not his Children ; or elſe it implies that 
God cannot mind us in a crow! of bufi- 
neſs, in ſuch multitudes in the World, 
which he hath to take care of. But cer: 
tainly,as the multitude of things doth not 
hinder his knowledgeof them, ſo neither 
do they hinder his care, The arms of 
his goodneſs are as large to embrace all 
creatures, as the eyes of his Omniſcience 
are to behold them. From this root do 
all our fears of the power of mien grow, 
Ifa. 51. 12, 13. who art thouthat art afraid 
of a man that ſhall dye, &c. and forgetteſt 
the Lord thy maker, that bath ſtretched 
forth the heavens? &c. Our forgetfulneſs at 
leaſt,if not a ſecret denial of God's Power 
inthe works of Creationand Providence, 
uſhers in diſtruft of him, and that intro- 
duceth a fear of man. If they that know | 
bis name, will put their truſt in ham, Pal: 
9. 10. for thou, Lord, bait not forſaken then 
that ſeek thee 5 Then a-diſtruſt of him dil- 
covers an ignorance and PARIS" 
of . 
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of his name and his wayes of working, 
and implies his forſaking of his creature. 
He that truſts 1in any thing elſe beſides 
God, denies all the powerful operations 
of God,and conceives him not a ſtrength 
ſufficient for him, Pſal. 52. 7. That man 
doth not make God his firength, who truſts 
in the abundance of his riches. How groſs 
1s it not to truſt God under the very 
ſence of .his powerful: goodneſs, but 
queſtion whether he can or will do this 
or that for us? When we will have jea- 
louſies of him when he doth compaſs us 
round about with mercy, and encircle us 
with his beams; 'tis to queſtion whether 
the Summer-Sun will warm me, though it 
ſhine diredly upon me, and I feel the vi- 
gor of its bzams upon my Body : much 
more baſe is this, then, to diſtruſt him 
when we have no means : What doth 
'this imply, but that he cares not what be- 
| comes of his Children ; that no advan- 
tage can be expected from him, that his 
intentions towards us are not gracious, e- 
ven whiles we feel him 
7. Stoutneſs under God's affli&ing or 
mercifal hand, is denial or contempt ofpro- 
vidence, This was the aggravation. of 
Belſhaz. 


 ADiſcourſe of - 
Belſbazzars Sin,” Dan.” 5. 23. and the God 
712 whoſe hand thy breath is, and whoſe are 
all thy wayes, haſt thou wt glorified ; he 
glorified not God in the way of his pro- 
vidence, but was playing the Epicure, 

and was facrilegioufly quaffing in the 
veſſels of the Temple when the City was 
befieged ; he ſeemed to dare the provi- 
dence of God upon a preſumption that 
the City was impregnable by reaſon of E#- 
phrates, and the proviſion they had with- 
in their walls, which Xenophor ſaith, was 
enough for Twenty yeatys yet was takeri 
that night when the hand- writing was. 
And by how much God's judgments have 
been more viſible to us, and upon ſome_ 
well known by us, or related to us, ſo 
much the greater is the contempt of his 
providential governmeat, as v, 22. and 
thou his Son Belſhazzar haſt not humbled 
thy heart, though thou kneweſt all this, &c. 
be had known God's judgments upon his 
Grandfather Nebucbadnezzar, a Do- 
meſtick example of God's vindicating bis 
government of the World; and yet went 
In the ſame ſteps 5 fo Fer. 5. 3, 4. thou haſt 
conſumed them, but they have refuſed to re- 
ceive correFion; they have made their faces 


harder 
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harder than a rock ; what 1s the reaſon ? 
the Prophet renders it, v. 4. they are je 
iſ, for they know:not the way of the Lord, 
or the judgment of their God. CorreCtioa 
calls for ſubmiſſion; bur thoſe like a Rock 
under God's hand,were correQion-proof, 
they would not conſider the ways of 
God's Providence, and the manner of 
them. Tis as if by our peeviſhneſs we 
would make God weary of afflicting us, 
which 1s the worſt caſe can happen. This 
is God's complaint of the ten Tribes, Hoſ. 
7.9. gray hairs are upon them, and they 
know it not ;, ſtrangers have devoured his 
ſirength, &c. There was a conſumption 
of their ſtrength , the Aſſyrians and E- 
gyptians to whom they gave gifts, had 
drained their treaſure, but they would 
not conlider God as the Author, or ac- 
knowledg whence their miſery came , 
they, would not ſcek God for all this, v. 10. 
'Tis like a mans picking a pocket, or 
cutting a throat under the gallows in E 
contempt of Juſtice * ; where as good men , Genkis; 
are both affected with , and remember 3 
God's judgments. Eber called his Son 
Peleg, divition, becauſe in his daies the 
Earth was divided ; that in the dayly 
| | fight 
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tof his Son he might remember that 
ſharp Providence in ſcattering of the Ba- 
bel-builders. Judgments affect us when 
they are before our eyes, as the Thunder 
and Plagues did Pharaoh; but when they 
are remoeved, men return to their belov- 
ed wayes, as though God had ſhor away 
all hisarrows, and was departed, to mind 
them no more. Take heed of this, 'tis a 
fin highly provoking : God is ſo tender 
that bis providence ſhould be minded 
and improved, that a (in of this nature 
he follows with his. diſpleaſure in this 
life at leaſt, 1/2. 22. 12, 13. And in that 
day did the Lord God of hoſts call to weep- 
ing and mourning; and behold joy,and glad- 
neſs, eating fleſh and drinking wire; let 
us eat and drink, for to morow we ſhall die, 
When God in any judgment ſ{hews him- 
ſelf to be Lord God of Hoſts, and calls us 
to weeping, and we behave our ſelves jol- 
lily in ſpight of his government, it is a fin 
he will remember,and bind the guilt upon. 
us, v. 14. ad it-was revealed in my ears 
by the' Lord of Hoſts, ſuerly this iniquity 
ſhall nof be purged from you till you die. 

8. Envy alſo is 4 demil of providence. To 
be ſadat the temporal good, orthepgifts of 
another 
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ther, as counting him unworthy oftteids ** 


it is a refletion upon'the Author of thoſe 
gifts, an acculing providence of an” un- 


juſt or unwiſe diftribution *.'8$ince God Cajer«#, 


may do what he will with his own; if Sc; 
our eye be evil, becauſe God is good, we 


intrench ypon- his- Liberty ; and deny 
bim the diſpoſa-bf his 'vwn goods; ws'if 
God were but our Steward; and we his 
Lords. 'Tis a temper we are all ſubject 
to; Pſal. 37. 1. Frtt hot thy ſelf becauſe of 
evil doers, neithtr be tho envious againſt 
the workers of iniquity.  *Tis pecultiatly 
the: produtt. of FE love, which aﬀfedty 
the principality in the wortd; andpirs 
ticularly affeQs the 'condu@& of God in 


diſtributing his goods; that he- miſt Hor. 


give but to- whom they pleaſe; It ariſetly 
indeed from a fenſe of our wanits's bue 
the language 6f it is, God isunjuftin hig 
providence to me, | becauſe he beſtowy 
not upon me thar good whith he gives 


to another. *Tis ſuch'a fin that itfeems 
eo. be companion 'of bur fitſk parents, 
Pride, which was'the cauſe 6f their fall, 
They envied God a felicity by himſelfy 
for they would be like him ; they would 
be arGeds; Henee perbaps the Jews ſay, 
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Cain denied the , providence of God, as 
envying his Brother , becauſe God ac- 
cepted Abel's ſacrifice, and not his. Fo- 
#4b's paſſion aroſe from this pride, for 
fear he-ſhould be accounted a falfe , Pro- 
phet', -whereupon he envies. God the 
glory of his mercy, and the poor Ninj- 
vites the advantage of it-z he would have 
God conform the way of his providence 
to. hisj pleaſure and reputation.' Indeed' 
It is-to envy God the honour of his pro- 
vidence.in thoſe-gifts orgood things ano- 
ther poſſeſſes, 'whereby he is inſtrumen- 
tal to- ke God, and advantage others. 
Thus'we would dirett God what inſtru- 
ments he ſhould emplay, when no: Arti- 
ficer in; his own Art would'endure: to be 
direfted-by. any 1gnorant perſon what” 
togk he: ſhauld uſe in -his work. 

9. Impatience under croſs providences is a 
denzal .and contempt of God's government. 
Men:, quarrel ,with..God* revealed will, 
and, therefoze no wonder that they quar- 
rel, with his providegtial will 5 whereby 
we deny. him his right-of governing, and 
flight-his aQual exerciſe.of; his right. As 
if Gad were accountable tous for his diſ- 


penſations , and muſt have only: a: re- 
ſpeX 
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reſpeRt tous or our hamor in-his govern- 
ment, Job-18.'4. he tears himſelf in bis ar- 

ger; ſhall the earth be forſaken for thee? and 
Foal! the rock be romoved out of his place? 
Muſt God alter the ſcene of; his affairs ac- 
cording to- our model arid platform ; arid 
becauſe he.doth nat obſerve our rules 
and methods, muſt we tear our. ſelves in 
anger ? This is a ſecret curſing of God, 
and flying-in his face, when we ſee provi- 
dence fo croſs, that there ſeems to be no 
help at any time either in Heaven .or 
Earth, I/a.-8: 21, 22. they ſhall fret then 
ſelves, and curſe their king. and their God; 
and look upwards, and they ſhall look unto 
the earth, Th behold trouble and darkneſs. 
Take heed of. fretting at God's manage- 
ment of things 1n the world, or thy own, 
particular, concerns z this may. lead to a 
curſing.of God, and'is indeed an initial 
ſecret ſwelling againſt him, and curſing of 
him. + Man:is ambitious to: become a God. 
Adaws poſterity have in one fort'or other 
imitated him. . This. +. 

1. ls awrong to the Soveraigity of "Ry , 
vidence. 'Twas a good, admonition of 
Luther's to Melan&on when he' was trou- 


bled much : about: the. affairs of the 
E 41 - Chuief 
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Church, monendus eft Philippus vt deſinat 


_ eſſe reFor mundi. By this temper we u- 


ſurp God's place, and fet our ſelves in 
his Throne, we invade his ſupremacy 
by defiring every thing. to be. at our 
beck ; and are diſpleaſed with him,-be- 
cauſe he doth” not' put rhe reins of the 


worlds government into our hands. As 


x we would command, his will, and be- 
come his Soveraigns. 'Tis a ſtriving with 
our Maker forthe ſuperiotendency, when 
we will fit Judge upon him, or cenſure 
his as, and preſume to dire bim. 1/a. 
«9. Wo to kim that ſtrives with bis Mas 
ber: ; ſhall the clay ſay to him that faſhions it, 
what makeit thou? or thy work, He hath 
0 hands? How do men ſummmon God to 
the bar of their intereſts, aud expoſtulate 
with him about his works, why he did 
not order them thus and thus3/and if he 
doth ſo, to tel] him he hath no hand, 
no hand of providence 1n the: World? 
The delign of that place is to ſtop ſuch 
peeviſhneſs and invaſions of God's right. 
I will not have my Soveraign Will di- 
ſputed, as if I were but the creatures 
Servant ; I am content you ſhould askof 
ave: things to come, v. 11. and pray to ” bur 
ut 
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but notwithſtanding yer to ſubmittomy 


pleaſure without a peevifh endeavour- 
ing to wreſt the Soveraignty out of my 
hand , and pull the Crown from my 
=. * | = 
2 Tis a' wrong to the goodneſs and 
righteouſneſs of providence. 'Tis a charg- 
ing God with ill management, and an 
implicit language, that jf we were the 
commanders of providence, things ſhould 
be managed.more juſtly and righteoufly ; 
as it was Abſalow? 5 pretencein withing to 
be the King of Iſrael in David's ſtead, 
2 Jam. 15. 4. If patience be a piving 
God the honour of his righteouſneſeſs in 
his Judgments, Pſal. 119. 75. I know, O 
Lord, that thy judgments are right, and 
that thou in faithfulneſs haſt afflicted me : 
1mpatience muſt be a charge againſt Gad 
for unrighteouſneſs in his judicial prg- 
ceedings, and a ſaying the way of the Lord 
7s not equal, Ezek, 18. 25. 'Fis implied 
in that complaiar, Tſe. 58. 2, 3. They ask 
of me the orqinances of juſtice,$c.wherefore 
have we faſted and thou ſeeit not? wherefore 
. have we afflift ed our Souls, and thou takeſt 
n0 kriowledge 2 We demand juſtice of thee, 
ſince thou doſt not ſeem to do that which 
FEE L 3 l is 
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is fit and righteous, in not regarding us 
in our ſuits, and not beſtowing that which 
we have. faſted for. Go! governs the 
World according to his will ; our mur- 
muring implies that God's will 1s not the 
rule of righteonſneſs. - We affront the 
care of God towards his Creatures, as 


if the produts of our ſhallow reaſons 


were more beautiful and juſt :than God's 
contrivances for us, who hath higher 
and more glorious ends'in every thing, 
both for our ſelyes and -the world, of 
which we are members, and for his own 
glory, to which we ought to jubpee our 


ſelves, when perhaps our projects tend 
immediately to gratific ſome :ſenſual or 
ſpiritual Juſt in us. 'Tis the obmende- 
tion. the Holy .Ghoſt gives of Job, 


T. 22. in all this Fob frnned not, Ps 
charged God- fooliſhly, as a Charadter pecu- 
liac ro him; implying that moſt men in 
the World, do, -upon - any emergency , 
charge God with their crofles,' as deal- 


ing unjuſily with thew, in inflicting pu- 
niſhment when they think they have de- 
ſerved rewards, Jeremiah 1s pot innocent 
In this caſe, Jerear 20. 7. O' Lord, thou 


PF deceived me, and 1 was deceived, in 
ET 4 | the 
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the ill ſucceſs of his prophecy 3 as: though 
an immenſe goodneſs would, and a Sove- 
raign power needed to deal in a fraudu- 
lent way with his Creatures to' bring' bis 
ends about, AE 9 16035 
3. Tis a wrong to the wiſdom of. Provi- 
dence. We would degrade his Omniſci- 
ence. and Wiſdom, and: ſway him by :our 
fooliſh and purblind 'diQates 5 'tis'as if 
we:would inſtruct him better in the: man- 
agement of the world, and dire& himto 
a reformation of: his methods, Job: 40. 2. 
ſhall be that contends with the almighty, in» 
ftiru@ him? he that reproves God; let hins 
anſwer..it * 'Tis a reproving. God, akd-re- 
proofs - imply a greater authority. or 
righteouſneſs, or wiſdom in the perſon 
reproving 3 we reprove Gad, as if 'God 
ſhould have conſulted: with us, and asked 
our. advice:z 'tis to: take upoa- us to be 
God's caunſelors,and to-concllude theonly 
| wiſe. God by our.imperfe@ reafon, Roz. 
TI. 34-;Who hath been his | counſellor ? 
'Tis a ſecret boaſting of ſome! excel- 
lency{.in.our ſelves,: as if God. did not 
govern well, or we could govern better: 
Shall / a filly paſſenger, | rhat underſtands 
not .the-uſe: of the . Compals,. be an- 
Te OO. gry 
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gry that the skilful Pilot will not ſteer thie 
Veſſel according to his pleaſure? Mut 
we giye out our orders to God, as though 
the Gounfels of infinite wiſdom rhuſt roul 
about according .to the conceits of our - 
fancy? Is not the larguage of our hearts 
in our fits of impatierc2, as prodigiouſly 
proud -againſt God's providence as the 
Speccli of that Monſter was againſt the 


.creationg who ſaid, if he had been by God 


at.the Creation af the World, he could 
have diretted him to a better platforni; 
all thisand much more is vertually in this 
{fic of impatience, + | 

. 10. In charging our fins,and miſcarriages by 
thee, upon providewce. Tn:this we contemrt 
it. Some'think Cain doth fo, Gey. 4. 9 
avi 1 wy brother's keeper ? Thou att. the 

keeper and governor of the Wotld;why 
didſt thou not hinder me from killingmy 
Brother 2? *Tis certain the: firſt man: did 


| Jo, Ger. 3. 12. the woman thou gateſi tb 


ve with me, fhe gave me of the © tree ; thy 
gift is the cauſe of my fin and ruine. *Tis 
as cettain | David laid the 'Sinof Uriah's 
murder at the door of providence, 1''San 
F125: when he heard that Uriah was 
Head; 4he Sword, ſaith be, devours one- as 
1 He wel} 
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Well as another. Man conjures up ttous 
ble to himſelf, when by his folly he 
brings himſelf into fin, and from thence 
_ to miſery, arid then h7s heart frets againſt 
the Lord, layes the blame both of his 
fin and _— miſehjefs upon him. 
'Pro. 19. 3. the fooliſhneſs of man perverts 
his wa F and Fre tc Sear” the Lord, 
There are tnany other wayes wherein 
we deny or flight providence. 

1. When we dy things with a reſpe@ to 
thepleaſure of men more than of God. As _ * 
though God were careleſs both of him- 
ſelf and his own honour, and regarded - 
not the principles and ends of our 
actions. | 
2. In vain boring and vaynting of our 
felves. As Benhadad would have ſuch a 
multitude of men in his army, as. that 
there ſhould not be duſt enough in Sama- 


ria to afford eyery man a handful * ; > 


wherein he ſwaggers with God, and' 
vaunts as if he were the Governour of 
the World ; yet this man with his nume- 
rous Hoſt was routed by a troop of 
Lacquies, v. 15, 20. they are called the 
young men. of the Princes. Such is the 
folly of* men againſt the orders of God, 
rs et when 
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when they boaſt in their Ry that their 
hoale. ſhall continue for ever *. 

3. Oppreſſion. They ſlay the fatherleſs, 
and ſay, theGod of F:cob ſhall zot regard 
it *, Their denial of providence was the 
cauſe of their oppreſſion of the poor ; and 
where this is found in any, 1t is an argu- 
ment It ariſeth principally from a like 
cauſe 3 this is alſo made the cauſe why 
they eat up God's people as they eat 
bread*. 

4. Miſraterpretations of providence; 

Such curſed 7 had. the Fews of 

God, Numb. 14. 3. 2nd wherefore hath the 

Lord brought us _ this land to fall by 

the ſword? were it not better for 7 us toreturn 

into Egypt? As tho God in that mi ghty 
deliverance had cheated them with a Fe. 
ſign to deſtroy them in the wilderneſs, when 

'one of thoſe plagues poured out upon 

Pharaoah being turned upon their heads, 


'-had deſtroyed them in Egypt. So fooliſh 


are they to think that God would ruin 
them upon' dry Land, who might. have 
drowned them as well as their enemies in 
the Red Sea : ſo unreaſonableis man in bis 
diſputes againſt God. 

""Þ In lixwiting providence. In FLEET 
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ing it to tiaie, manner and other circum- | 


ſtances as they did, Pſal. 78. 41. they [7- 
avited the boly one of Iſrael, for they remems- 
bred not his hand. As though God mult 
manage every thing according to the will 
of a ſimple Creature. It was a forget- 
fulnefs of proyidence, at leaſt, that was 
the cauſe of it. 


The Second Uſe Is of C omfort. As the Uſe Fa 


juſtice and righteouſneſs of God is the 


- higheſt comfort to a good man, ſince the 
_ Evangelicaldiſpenſation : In that he hath 


to deal with a righteous God, who can 


as ſoon deny himfelf as his righteouſneſs. 


So it.is none of the meanelt comforts,that 


we' acknowledg ang worſhip that God, 


who exerciſeth himſelf In a conſtant go- 


'vernment of the World, and leaves not 
any thing to the. capriciouſneſs of that 
which we cajl fortune and chance. What 
ſatisfaQion-can any man in his ſober wits 


have to live. ina World caſt off. from all 
care of the Creatorof it > Wiſdom with- 


| ; Sig cn Ja #821 | *q” | 
out providence would make any man 
mad, and the greateſt advantage would 


be to be a ſtupid and ſenſeleſs fool. Can 
there. be any worſe News told to men 


than this, that let them be as religious as 


they 
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they will, there is no eye above takes 
notice of it 2 What can be bitterer to a ra- 


les of the World? What a door would 
be opened by it for all (in in the wicked, 
and eiſpair in the godly? *tis as great a 
matter of joy to the godlly, that God 


reigns, as it is of terror to the wick- 


ed, Pſal.g7. 1. The Lord reigns, let the 


Earth rejoice, Pſal. 99. 1. The Lord reigns, 
[23 the people tremble. | | 
'Tis a comfort, That, | 
I. Man is a ſpecial objef of Providence. 
God provides for all creatures, even 
thoſe that are the works of his hands, 
much more for a man, whois more pecu- 
liarly the work of his head, in whoſe 
creation he took Counſel, Gez. 1. 29. 
let us make man in ohr Image, after our 
likeneſs; and the work of his heart 1n being 
made according to his Image, and intend- 
ed as a ſubordinate end of his whole crea- 
tion next to the principal, that of God's 
plory ; he is the preſerver of man and 
beaſt : of a man principally, of beaſts in 
ſublerviency to mans good, and preſerva- 
fer $: - $6335 
2. Holoy wen, 4 more ſpeezal o* ject of it. 
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God preſerves and provides for all things 
and all perſons : But his-eye ts more pe- 
culiarly fixed upon thoſe that fear him, 
Pſzl. 33- 18. behold, the eye of the Lord is 
upon them that fear him, upon them that 
hope in his mercy 3 (o fixed, as if he had no 
regard to any thing elſe. If God hath a 
care of man created after his own Image, 
though his Image be depraved, much 
more of thoſe wherein his Image is reſto- 
red. If God loves himſelf, he 'loves his 


wu 
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Image and his works, A man loves the 


works which he hath made of ſome exter- 
nal matter, much more doth a father love 
his Son, much more doth. Gad love. his 
own, and-therefore wil work their good, 
and diſpoſe of them wel}, God exerci- 
ſeth a ſpecial providence over the a&tions 


of a. good man, as well as his perſon, 


Pſal. 37. 23. the fleps 0 d man are 
ſs by the ro Ric} he delighteth in 
his wyas  'tisa ſpecial, becauſe'a delight- 
ful providence, he delights in his way. 
How highly may it cheer a man tobe in 
covenant . with that God, which, rules 
the wortd, and. hath all thiogs at his beck, 
to be under not only the care of his wiſ- 
dom, but of his goodneſs > The Gover- 


_nour 
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nor of the World, being ſuch an-only. 
friend, will: do him no hurt, being ſuch. 

an only Father: will order all things to 
his good out of a Fatherly affe&ion ; he 
is the Worlds Soveraign, .but a good mans 

Father : He rules the Heavens. and the 
Earth, but he loves his holy ones. - Other 
things are the objetts of his providence, 
and a good man is the endof. it. For his. 
eyes run to and fro throughout the whole 
earth to ſhew himſelf ſtrong for hin whoſe 
heart is perfed? towards him. | 

3. Hence it will follow,that the Spirits 
of good: men have ſufficient grounds to bear 
up in their innocent ſuſſerings and ſtorms in 
the World. Innocent ſufferings 3 There is 
a righteous Governour, who orders all, 
and will reward them for their pains, as 
well as their ſervice, Heb. 6. 10: for God 
is not unrighteous to forget your work and la- 
bour o of love ; there is one that preſides in 
the World, who ſees all their calamities, 
and cannot be miſtaken in their cauſe; 
who hath as much power and wiſdom; as 
will: to help them: . It' would be an af- 
flictionindeed, if there were no ſoveraign 
power towhom they might make their 


—_ iniheir« dittre6, to: whom they 
might 
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might eaſe their conſciences, if there were 

no Governour to whom they might offer 
up their petitions. 

In the Storms they meet -with in the 
world: 'How doth the preſence of a skil- 
fal Pilot in a weather-beaten Ship cheer 
the hearts of the fearful Paſſengers > What 
a dread would it be to ther to have the 
veſſel wherein their lives and all are con- 
cerned, left to the fury of Winds and 
Waves, without an able hand to man- 
age it ? God hath a bridle to check the 
paſſions of men, to marſhal them accord- 
iog to his pleaſure ; 3 they are all but his 
inſtruments in the government, not the 
Lords of it : God can Jay a Plot with 
more wiſdom for a gopd mans ſafety,than 
the Enemy can for his deſtru@ion ; he 
can countermine their Plots with'more 
power than they can execute them ; he * 
can out-wit their craft, over-power their 
ſtrength, and turn their defi igned cruelty 
igainſt them, as a knife into” their” own 
breaſts. 0 

4: Hence follows a certain ſecarity againit 
4 good mans want. If God take care of 
the hairs, the ornamental ſuperfluities, 
why ſhould we doubt his care of our ne- 
cellary 
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ceſſary ſupply 2? If he be the guardian of 
our hairs which fall off without our ſence 
of their departure, ſhall he be careleſs of 
us when we are at a pinch for our all? 
* Will God reach out his care to Beaſts, 
and deny it to his Children ? What would 
you judge of that Father; who ſhould 
feed his Servants and ſtarve his Sons ? 
He ſupplies his Enemies, and hath he no 
bowels for his Frindes ? The very unjuſt 
as well as the juſt are enjlightned by his 
San, and refreſht by bis rainz and ſhall 
he not havea providence for thoſe who 
have a ſpecial intereſt in that Mediator, 
whoſe interpoſition kept up thoſe ſtand- 
ing mercies after our forfeiture of them by 
fin? If he bleſs with thoſe bleſſings, 
thoſe who are the objeqs of his curle; 
will he not bleſs thoſe that are in his ſpe- 
cial favour w_ them, ſo far as they 
may prove bleſfſjngs to them ? Pſal. 34. 
Io.the young Lions do lack and ſuffer bun- 
ger, but they that ſeek the Lord, ſhall not. 
want any good thing, v. 9, for thereis no 
want to them that fear bim. A good man 
ſhall have what he needs, not alwayes 
what he thinks he needs. Providence in- 
| tends the ſupply of our neceſſities, Hotof 
| NP 
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Divine Providence. 
our deſires 3 he will ſatisfie our wants, . 
but not our wantonneſs. When .a thing 
is not needful, a man cannot properly be 
{aid to. want it ; when. it is needful; a 
good man (hall not be without it 5 what 
1s not beſtowed upon us, may not-/be.ſo 
beautiful at that time wherein we deſire 
it, for everything is beantifal in its/eaſon®, * Ecolef: 
He that did not want God's kindnels to 9: \tr 
renew him, ſhall never want God's kind- 
neſs to ſupply him ; his hand ſhall noe 
be wanting to give, where his heart hath 
been (o large -1n working. Others live 
that have an intereſt 'only in common 
providence, but good men have provi 
dence cabinetted in a, promiſe, and affu- 
red to them by a deed of covenant cons» | 
veyancez he was a provider before, he = 
hath made himſelf now your Debtor, 
You might pray for his providential care, 2 
before, with a common faith, now- with -_ 
a more ſpecial expoſtulation : For in his 
promiſe he hath given a. good man the Y 
key, of the. Cheſt of his providence, be- 3 
cauſe it 1s the promiſe of this life, and that I 
which 3580 come * ; of thislife, noteo our « ; 7;,, 
deſices,but neceſfities; of the life to come 4. 8. 
to both, wheceia they ſhall haye whatſo- 
M Ever 


A. Diſcourſe of 
ever they can want, and whatſoever 
they can deſire. | Se 
Again confider, God doth exerciſe a 
more ſpecial providence over men, as 
cloathed with miſerable circumſtances, 
and therefore among his other Titles, } 
this is one, to be a helper of the Father-_ 
* pſat. leſs*. *Tis the argument the Church uſed 
10. 14 toexpreſs her return to God, Hof. 14.3. for 
in thee the father eſs find mercy. Now what |} 
- greater comfort is there than this, that | 
there is one preſides in the world, whois 
ſo wiſe, he cannot be miftakens fo faithful 
he cannot deceive 3 ſo pitiful he cannot. 
neple& his people;and fo powerful, that he 
can make ſtones even to be turned' into. 
bread, if he pleaſe? : 
Further, take this for a comfortable 
conſideration, | 5 
God doth not govern the World only by 
his will as an abſolute Monarch, but by his 
wiſdom and goodneſs as a tender Father. 
 *Tis not his greateſt pleaſure to ſhew his Þ 
x Soveraign power, or his unconceivable | 
wiſdom, but his immenfe goodneſs, to | 
which he makes the other attributes ſub- | 
ſervient. What was God's end in crea- |] 
ting, is his end in governing, which _ 4 
ha 
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the communication and diffuſion of his 
goodneſs; we may 'be ſure from hence, 
'that God willdo nothing but for the beſt, 
his wiſdom appointingit with the: higheſt 
reaſon, and his goodneſs. ordering it to 
the moſt gracious end 3 and becauſe he is 
the higheſt good, he:doth - not only will 
good, but the beſt good in every thing 
| he aCts.. 
| » . What. greater comfort can there be, 
| than that we are under. the care: of an 
infallible unwearied - and righteous Goe 
 vernor? infaltible becauſe of his infinite 
Wiſdom, -unwearied becauſe of his in- 
comprehenſible Omniporeney, and righs 
'reous: becauſe of his unbounded Good» 
heſs and Holineſs. 
3: Uſe of Exhortation. 

The duties arifing from hence; will 
run '.as a thread through the web of our 
whole lives, and all: the motions ofthem, 
This Dottine hath an influence upon! 
our whole courſe z there is nothing we 
mice. with; but is'af1 a of provideneez 
and. ces is no-aCt of providence, but 
calls;br foge 'particular duty; Is there 
any: god we —_ ? we muſt ſeck it at 
his backs, we muſt depend upon him 

Ma - fox 
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for it, we muſt preſcribeno methods tohim, 
but leave the conduct of it to his own 
wiſdom, Is it a croſs providence, and con- . 
trary to our defires and expetations?Mur- 
mur not at it. ls it afflictiveand troubleſom? 
Submit to it, ls it either good or bad, and 
preſent,we muſt ſtudy to underſtand ie:15 it 
a good & preſent2give God the glory of it. | 

_ Seek every thing you need at the hands' 
of 'God,  'Tis not only the skilfulneſs of 
the Pilot, but a favourable gale from 
Heaven, which muft conduct the Ship to 
the intended port. As his providence 1s 
the foundation, ſo it. is the encourage- 
ment ofall prayer. The end of the Lords 
prayer is, for thine is the kingdom, the 
power and the glory : the providential 

Kingdom belongs to God , Power he | 
hath to manage it, and his glory is the _ | 
end of all ; ſeek to him therefore. for the ;þ 
exerciſe of. his power in thy concerns, 
and for his directing them ro his glory in 
his provideatial admaniſtrations. 'Every 
one of our daies, and both the mercy and: | 
the: imi{ery of them, depend upon/ him; |} 
Pro.27,1. thou knoweit not what a day may |} 
bring forth. But God foreſces all events +: . 
have recourſe therefore to his care for e- 
very 
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very days ſucceſs. What are our contri- 

vyances without the leave and. bleſſing of 
providence # Like the bubbles blown'up 
from a nut-ſhell', eaſily broken by-the 
next puff. Our labour will be as fruitleſs 
as Peter's with. all his toyl, and catch 


nothing, till God ſpeaks the word, ' and. 


ſends the fiſh into our net *. The way" of 


' man isnot in himſelf *, O Lord I Kkrow goaks 5; 


that the way of man is not in h;mſelf it ig 
ot in man that walks, to dire his ſteps. 
Dangers are not within the reachof our 


eye to foreſee, nor within the 'compals 


of our power to prevent. Humane pru-: 
dence may lay the platform , and::God's 
power blaſt the execution, when it ſcemns 
to be grown up neareſt to maturity. He- 
zekiah was happy in his affairs, becauſe' 
he was:aſhſted by God 3 Ahaz unhappy, : 
becauſe he is deſerted by God. ' IE. we" 
would have a Clock: go well, we moſt: 
look chiefly, to the motions of the chief: 
Wheel 5; a failure in that, makes an error - 
in.all thereſt-: nothing can'texminateit s 
motion, 'to%our \\benefit-without Provi- 
dence; -;:Coloured: glafs can refle&>/no; 
beatns without: the Sun's light, nor: fraits- 
ver ripened without: its influence. 'Oue* 
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dependance on God. is greater than theirs 
on the Spn. God Jets men play with their 
own wit and ſtrength, and come to the 
brink of execution: of their defigns, and 
then blows upon them, that they may 
know there is a God in the Earth. Pytha- 
goras could fay, it was yeactor a ridiculous 
thing, to ſeek that which is brave and 
Pong vietyous any where elſe than of God *. 
vita Pi- Cyrps 18 2 brave pattern, who is mentioned 
tha a in- Scripture, and repreſented: by Xero- 
?. 3 $i phan calling upon God when he was firſt 
:**: Choſen General; and in his Speech-to 
Sao. his Captains to encourage them to hope 


phon =+- for. agood ſucceſs of the expedition, tells 


o 1, them- they might expect .it, becauſe [ 


4 P23. bave begun with God, which you know, 
'; -- faith be, is my cuſtom, not only when 
attempt great matters,but alſo the 7 wee 
things of leſſer concernment, The feck- 


ing of God ſhould be the prologue to all 


our affairsz we ate enjoyned firſt to pray, 
and. then determine, | Job 22. 27. Thou 
| ſhdlt-make thy prayer unto him, thoufhalt at 


Jorderres a thing,and it ſhall beeſtabliſhed un- 


_ fa :thee. The mntereſiing Providence m our 
concerns, is the high way to ſucceſs. The 

P reaſon we miſcarry, is becaufe we conſult 
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| Divine Providence, 
not Gad, but determine without him 
and then we have no reaſon to complain 

of him for not proſpering our way, when 
we never commended our affairs togis 
rondudt. It hath been the praQtice ofho- 
ly .men. Nehemiah firſt petitioned God 
before he would uſe his intereſt in the. 
Kings favour, Neheme. 2. 4. then the King 
ſaid unto me, for what doſt thou make re- 
gueſt? So 1 prayed to the God of Heaven, 
and I ſaid unto the King,S&c.So Abrabam's 
Steward puts up his requeſt to God, be- 
fore he would put the buſineſs he came '. 
upon, in execution, Gez. 24. 12. David 
frequently in particular caſes, 1 Sam.23- 
9. 2 Sam. 2.1. 2 $4m. 19. 23 God on- 
ly doth what he pleaſeth in Heaven and 
in Earth; He only can bleſe us, he only 
can blaſt us. Shall we be careleſs in any 
undertaking, whether we have his favour 

| _ orno? "Tis a ridiculous madneſs to re- 

F* ſolve to doany thing without God, with» 

[ out whoſe aſſiſtance and preſerving of us, 

we had not been able to make that reſo- 

| __ lution. 

| 2. Truſt Providence. To truſt God 3 

when our Ware-houſes and Bags are full, = 

and our Tables ſpread, is no hard thing, 
M4 or. 2 
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but to truſt. him, when -cur purſes arg 
empty, but a handful of meal and acruſe 
of Oil left, and all ways of relief ſtopt, 
herein lics the wiſdom of a Chriſtians 
grace, Yet none are cexempred' from 
this duty 3 all are bound to acknowledg 
their truſt in him by the dayly prayer 


for dayly bread. z even thoſe that have it. 


in their Cupboards as well as thoſe that 


want itz The greateſt Prince, as well as. 


tne meaneſt beggar. Whatever your 


wants are, want not faith, and you can». 


not want ſupphes. "Tis the want of this 


-binds up bis hand from doing great works 


for his ET ies The more we truſt 
him , the more [he concerns himſelf in 
our affaits. The more we truſt our ſelves; 
the more he delights to croſs us; for he 
bath denounced ſuch 2D one curſed' that 
m3keth Fleſh his arm *, though it be the 
beſt flcſh in the world, becauſe it is a 
departirg from the Lord. No wonder 
then that God departs from ns,,and cars 


ries away his bleſſing with him. While | 
we truſt our ſ-lves, we do bat trouble 
or (elves, an! Lanes not how to recon» 
cile our varioas r-alons for hopes and 
tar Toa! th canning our way tothe. 


Lord, 
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Lord,renders our minds calm and compo- 


ſed, Prov. 16. 3- commit thy works unto 
the Lotd, and thy thoughts ſhall. be aflab- 


ſhed. Thou ſhalt have no more ofthoſe_ 


quarteHing diſturbing thoughts, what the, 


ſucceſs ſhall be.” | W- 
'.I. Truſt providences in the greateſt ex- 
iremities. He brings us into ſtraits, that 


he-may ſee the exerciſe of our faith Zech. 
3.i 12: I will leave in the midſt of thee an. 
affliFed 4nd poar pt ople, and they ſhall truſt 
7» the name of the Lord, When we are. 
moſt deſolate, we have moſt need of this 
exerciſe, and - have. the fitteſt ſeaſon to: 
prattiſe it - he is always our refuge and 


our ſtrength, bur in time of trouble a 


preſent help, P/ſa;. 46: 1. DanieFs new _ 


advancement by Be/ſhazzar but a day 


before the | City was'taken' by the Ene-. 


my *, the King lain, and '{no'doubt.) mas . 


ny of his Nobility, and thoſe that were 
neareſt in Authority with him, it being 


29. 


the intereſt of the Enemy to. diſpatch: 
them, was a danger 3 yet God by:wayes- 


not expreſled, preſerved Danjel,and gave 


him-favour with the Conqueror: | God 
ſometimes leads his people into great dan- 
pers, that they may ſee and acknowledg 
F*:3=7 _-s 
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his hand in -.their preſervation, Daniel - 


had not had fo ſignal an« experience of 


Gods care of him, had he been in-the 
lower condition he was in before. his. 
new preferment. God's eye is always up-._ - 
on them that fear him ; not to keep di- 
ſtreſs from them, but to quicken them 
in it, and give them. as it were a new. ' 
life from the dead, P/ſal.- 33. 18, 19. To 
deliver their Soul from death, and to keep © 


them alive in famtine. God brings us into 
ſtraits, that we may . have. more lively 


experiments of his tenderneſs in his ſeaſo-. 


nable. relief: If he be angry, he mill. re- 
pent himſelf for his Servants, when he ſees 
their power is gone 3 becauſe then the glo- 


. ry-of his providence is appropriated to 


himſelf, Dewt. 32. 35, 39. See now that 


T,.even I am he, and there is no God with 


ae, 1 kill, and I makg alive, No Creature 


can have any pretence to ſhare init ; He 
delights thereby to. blow up . both ouraf- 
fe&zons to: him, and admirations of him, 
and ſtore up in us a treaſure of. experi- 
ments to encourage our truſting in- bim 


'3n.the like ftraitss We ſhould there- 


forerepoſe our ſelves in Godin a defart, 
as well as 1n the Cities 3 with as much 


faith 


Divine Providence. 
faith among Savage beaſts, as in the beſt 


company of the moſt ſociable men *. And 
anſwer the greateſt ſtrait with Abre- 


hars's Speech to Iſaac, God will provide. 
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For: we have to do with a God: who is 
bound: up to no means, is' at no expence, 


in- miraculous ſuccors, who delights to 


perfe& his ſtrength in the Creatures 


weakneſs. We have to do with a God, 


who only knows what may further our 
good, and accordingly orders it z what 
may hinder it, and therefore prevents it. 
Hecan ſet all-caufes., in ſuch a poſture, 
as ſhall conſpire together as one linkto 
bring about ſucceſs, and make'even con- 
trary motions meet in one. gracious end; 
as the Rivers which run from North and 
Sonth,the contrary quarters of the world, 
agree in the ſurges of one Sea. Though 
providences may ſeem to croſs one-ano- 
ther, they ſhall never croſs his word and 
promiſe, which he hath magnified above 


all: his name. 


h And his Providence is 
| but a fervant to his Truth. | 
_* 2: Thaſt it in the way of means.” Though 


we are fure God: hath decreed the cer- 
tain event of ſuch a thing, yet we muſt 


Tigence, 


nat 'encourage our idleneſs, but our di- 
© Fade, ., fk 35] 
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ligehce.. Though 2-ſes was aſſured of 

che 'victory, when Amalek came armed, *} 

againſt bim,' yet he commands Joſhua to _þ . 
draw up the valiant men into a body, | 

himſelf goes to the Mount to pray, and 

is as diligent in the uſe of all means, as 1f: 

he had been ignorant of God's purpoſe, 

and had rather ſuſpe&ed the rout of his 

own than his Enemies forces. Neither (- 

doth Joſhug afterwards, though ſecured | 

by promiſe in his conqueſt of Canaan, o- 

mit any part of the duty of a wile and 

watchful General, he ſends ſpies, diſcl= | 

plines ' his forces, beſiegeth Cities, and .E 

gontrives ſtratagems. Providence gireds | 

us by.means ; not to uſe them, 1s to tempt + 

 Qur Guardian ; where it- inteyds any | | 
great thing for our good, it opens a door, | 

and puts ſuch cirumſtances into our. 

hands, as we may uſe without the breach __ 

of -any Command, or the negle& of our, | 

awn duty. God could have ſecured: 

| Chriſt from Herod's fury, by a miracu- 
br lous ſtroke from Heaven upon his Ene-. bi 
| my 3 buc he orders Joſeph and Maries |, 
flight 1nto Egypt as a means of his -pre- ' 
ſervation. God rebukes Moſes for pray»: | 
tag, and not uſing the means 1n continu- 
ns | 10g 
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ivp the Peoples march, Exod. 14. 15. 

Wherefore crieſt thou unto me ? ſpeak, unto 

the children of Iſrael, that they go forwards. 

4 To uſe means withour reſpect, to God, is 

? proudly to contemn him 3 to depend up- 

on God without the uſe of means,is irre- 

| ligiouſly to tempt him 5 in both we abuſe. 

= his providence 3 In the- one we diſobey __ 

- him in-not uſing the means he hath ap-. |: +... 
pointed ; in the other, preſumptuouſly + 

| . -I1mpoſe upon him for the encourageryent 

| of our lazineſs. Diligenceon our part, - 

| . and the bleſſing on God's, Solomon joyns 

| together, Prov. 10. 4: The hand of the di- 
ligent makes rich ;, but v. 22. The bleſſong 

i. of the. Lord maketh rich. So Eccleſ. 9.1. 

q Our works are in the band of God 5 our 
,works, but God's bleſling ; God's bleffing, 

f but not without our-works. It was the 

i .praftice of good men. Jacob wreſtles 

; with, God to divert his Brother's fury, 

1 yet ſends a Preſent to his Brother to ap- 

| peaſe ; him Ka David truſts 1A the name Gen. - 
1 .of the Lord his God in his duel with Go: 3z 9, 13. : 
'_ -{(ieb, but not without his (ling: Our la- 3 

3 bour ſhould rather be more vigorous than 

more faint, when we are afſured of the 
| , {Log of providence by the infallibility. 
oy. the promiſe. 3. Truſt 


Dan. I. 
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3. Truſt-providence inthe way of the pre- 
Let not any reliance upon an.or- 
dinary providence induce you -into any 
way contrary tothe command. Daniel had 
many inducements from an appearance 


of providence to eat the Kings meat, his - 


neceſlity of a compliance in his captivity, 
probability of preferment by learning 


heart that the wiſdom of the Countrey, whereby 
jo ng oo he might both .have advanced himſelf, 
himſelf and aſſiſted his Countrey-men, the great- 
with the neſs of the conſideration for a.Captive to 


7 iy na of 
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be fed from the Kings Table, the ingra- 
titude he might be accuſed of, for deſpi-, 


fing ſo kind a treatment ; but none of 
theſe. things moved him againſt a com- 


mand ;'becauſe the Law of God forbad 


it, he-would not eat of the King's meat. 


Daniel might have argued, I may wind 
my ſelf into the King's favour, do the. 
. Church of God a great ſervice by my in- 
tereſt in him, which may be daſht in - 
pieces by my refuſal of this kindneſs; but 


none of theſe things wrought upon him. 
No -providences wherein we have ſeem- 


> . 


ing circumſtances of glorifying God, muſt 


lead us out of the way ot duty 5 this isto- 


rob God one way to pay. him another. 
God 


Divine Providence. 
God brought Daniel's ends about, he finds 
favour with the Governour, his requeſt 
is granted, the ſucceſs is anſwerable,and all 
thoſe ends attained, which he might in a 
ſinful way by an ill conſtruQion of provi- 
dence have propoſed to himſelf, all which 
he might have miſſed of, had he run on 
in a carnal manner. This, this 1s the way 
to ſucceſs, Pſal. 37. 5. Commit thy way 
wnto the Lord, truſt alſo in him, and be 
fall bring it to paſs. Commit thy way to 
the guidance of his providence, withan 
obedience to his precept, and relijance-on 
his promiſe, 'and refer all ſucceſs 1n-it to 
God. If we ſet up our golden Calfs 
made of our own ear-rings, our wit and 
ſtrength, and carnal prudence, becaufe 
God ſeems to negle& us, our fate may be 


the ſame with theirs, and the very duſt 


of our demoliſht Calf may be as bitter 
Spice in our drink as it was in theirs. 
4. Truit him ſolely without preſcribing 


any methods to him. Leave him to his | 


Wiſe choice, wait upon him becauſe he 


is a God of judgment *,who goes judici- *14; - * 
oufly to work, and can beſt time the Ra 7 


executions of his will. The wiſe God 
bfcrves particular periods 'of time, for. 
| © doing 
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doing his great works. John 2. 4. ny hour © 
is not yet come, woman, what have [ to qo 
with thee ? Which man is no competent 
| Judge of + | will do this miracle, but the 
- Jralon | is not yet come wherein i it will be 
moſt beautiful. God hath as much wiſ. 
dom to pitch the time of performance of 
| his promiſe, as he had mercy at. firſt to 
make it. How preſumptuous would'it - 
| be for the ſhallow world, a thing worſe 
than nothing, and vanity, to preſcribe 
' rules to the Creator? Much more for a 
'# fingle perſon, alittle Atom of duſt, i afi- 
nitely worſe than nothing, and vanity,to 
doit. Since we had no hand in Crea® | 
tirg the world or ourſelves, let us nor 
reſume to direft God in the govern- 
ment of it, Job 38. 4. Where waft thou 
when T laid tl e medetions of the earth?de-. 
 clare if thou haſt underitanding > Would 
'It not beadil; paragement to God to ſtoop 
to thy. fooliſh deſires, yea? would ygu 
\not your-ſelves have a lower cohcelt of _ | 
him, if he ſhould degrade his wiſdom to 
the wrong bias of your blind reaſon ? 
© Thirdly, Submit to providence. 'Tis 
_  Gad's right to govern the World, and 


MHFOG: 6 of his Creature 3 'tis his glory ia 
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by our unſubmiſſive carriagedeprive hin 
of the ſame Glory on earth; he brings 


cannot underſtand. * *'Tis the wiſeſt 


c 


Fy 


brings to paſ3 any other event cohtraryto 
our rational expectations, becauſe it is a 
clear evidence of his will, we muſt ac» 
quieſce. As when a Traveller hath two 
wayes to come to his journeys end, the 
one ſafe, the other dangerous, reaſon per- 
ſwades him to chuſe the ſafeſt way, where- 
in he falls among thieves; now baving 
uſed his reaſon, which in that caſe was to 

| be his direfor, he muſt acquieſce £ God's 
' Providence bringeth forth an event, 


which he could not without violence to. 


_ his reafon avoid. And therefore itis a 
great vanity, when a mian' hath refolved 
- the molt probable way ina buſineſs, and. 


fails in it, to torment himſelf ; becauſe ' 


though our confultations depended tiport 
our ſelves, yet the iffues of them are ſoles. 


N theres 
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haaven to do what he will *; let us not * | 
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rule of reaſon which God hath placed in wimybet 
us for our guide ; yet if Providerice #7/ua car . 
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therefore to ſubmit to Gods diſpoſal of + \8 


us and our affairs, fince nothing can come 
to paſs but by the will of God effecting 
1t, or permitting it. If the fall of a Spar- 
row is not without his Will *, much leſs 
can the greater events which befall men 
the nobler Creatures,be without the ſame 
concurrence of Gods pleaſure z therefore 
ſubmit. For, 7 
i. Wka'fcever God doth,he doth wiſely. 


His a&s are not ſudden and raſh, but 


acts of Counſel ; not taken up upon the 


| preſent poſture of things, but the reſolves 


of Eternity. As he 15 the higheſt wif: 
dom, fo all his as reliſh of it, a'1d he 
enides his will by Counſel, Eph. i. 11. 
Who worketh all things after thr counſel 
of his own will. ] It God took Counſcl in 
Creating the World, much more in lay- 
inga platform of government,much more 


 1n the aft of goveramentz for men can 


frame models of government, that can 


never reduce them into praftice. Now 
God being infinitely wiſe, and his will - 
infinitely good, 1t muſt. needs be that 
go0adnefs and wiſdom are the rules where- 
by he directs himſelf in his ations in the 
world. And- what greater motive can 
there 
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there be to perſwade our ſubmiſſion,than 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs traaſifting all 
things ? Gods counſel being the ficmeſt, 
as well as the wilſcſt, ir is a folly both 
ways to reſiſt it. 

. 2. God diſcovers his mind to us bypro- 
vidences. Every work of God being the 
reſult of his Counſel, when we lee it ac- 
tually brought forth into the World, 
what elſe doth it dilcover to us, butthat 
Counſel and Will of his? Every ſingle 
providence hath a language wherein 
Gods mind is fignified, much more a train 
and contexture of them, Luk, 7. 22, tell 
John what things you have ſeen and heard, 
bow that the blind ſee, the lame walk, the 
leapers are cleanſed, the deaf hear,the dead 
are raiſed to life, to the poor the goſpel is 
preached, Our Saviour informs John's 
Diſciples from a&s of providence ; he 
gives him no ctheranſwer, but turns him 
over to interpret and conſtrue his works 
tn the cafe. Providence therefore muſt 
not be reſiſted, when Gods niind 1n it is 
diſcovered : *Tis difingenuous to att a- 
gainſt his pleaſure and manitelt mind 3 
tis the Devils fin. eLaroz when he lot 
his two Sons, in ſo jucicial a manner by 
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Fire from Heaven, yet held his peace * ; 


'2 223: becauſe God had dectared his mind poſi- 


tively, I will be glorified. 'Tis dangerous 
to reſiſt the mind of God, for the word 
of his providence ſhall oy in ſpight 
of Men and Devils, Iſa, 55. 11. My word 
that goes forth of my —_ foul not return 
unto me void, it ſhall proſper in the thing 
whereto [ ſent it; and therefore a reliſt- 
ing of it is termed foueysry, a fighting a- 
gainſt God, by Gamaliel, no great friend 
to the Church, Ads.5. 38, 39. 

4. Murmur not at providence. Though 
we do not clearly refilt it, if there be are- 
pining ſubmiſſion, it is a partial oppoſition 
tothe Will of God. We might as well 


- murmurat God's creation, as at his provi- 


dence, for that 1s as arbitrary as this ; he 
is under no Law but his own righteous 
will : we ſhould therefore leave the go- 
vernment ofthe world to God's wiſdom, 


.as we acknowledge the frame of it to bean 


at of his power. If God ſhould man- 
age his wayes according to our preſcrip- 
tions, what ſatisfQion would God have, 
what atisfation would the world have ? 
He might be unjuſt to himſelf, and unjuſt 
to othitee Your own complaints would 
not 
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not be ſtilled, when you ſhould feel the 
ſmart of your own Counſels; yer if they 
were, What ſatisfaction could there be to 
the complaints of others, whoſe intereſts 
and therefore judgments and defires 1ye 
croſs to yours 2 Man is a croſs Creatute. 
The [ſarelites exclaimed to God againſt: 
Pharaoh; and when the Scene was chang- 
ed, they did no leſs murmur againſt Mo- 
fſesin the wilderneſs, They were as trou- 
bleſom when they were delivered, as 
when they were afflicted. In Egypt they 
would have their liberty, and in the Wil- 
derneſs their ſtomachs turn, and they 
long for the Onyons and Garlick, though 
attended with their former ſlavery. Let 
| God govern the World according ta his 
own Wiſdom and WIll, till all mankind 
cag agree in one method to offer 
to him, and that I think will never 
be, though the world ſhould laft fore- 
ver. Murmur not therefore ; whatſoever 
is done in the world, is the work of a 
wiſe agent, who aQs for the perfettion 
of the whole univerſe; and why ſhould 
I murmur at that which promotes the 
common happineſs and perfeQion, that 
| being better. and more defirable, than 

N 3 ._ he: 
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the perfection of any one particular per- 


ſon? Muſt a Lutiniſt break all bis ſtrings, 
becauſe one 15 out of tune ? And muſt 
God change his- courſe, becauſe things 


are owt of order with one man, though. 
in regard of divine providence things . + 


are not out of order in themſelves, or 
without any care, for God is a God of 
order ? This temper will hinder our 
prayers 3 With what face can we pray to 
that God whoſe wiſdom we thus repine 
at ? If God doth exerciſe a providence in 


the World, why do we murmur # if he. 


doth not take care of thoſe things, why 

do we pray to him ? 'tis a contradiCtion. 

It alſo hinders us from giving God the 
gloty, and our ſelves the comfortable 
tight of his providence. God may have 

taken ſomething from us, which is the 
matter of our ſorrow, and given ,ano- 
ther thiag to us, which might be the 

Ms matter of o''r joy. Jacob loſt a joint, 
"14 rhe and got a bleſſing *: What advantage 
22. canitbetomurmur > Can all your cryes 
x ſtop the motions of the, Heavens, when a 
ſtorm [reaches you ? Can your clamours 
make the Clouds move thefaſter, or per- 
> rrade the ſhowers from. drenching -us? 
Belt Me [je 3- Murmur- 


% 
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Murmuring at any afflitive providence, 
is the way to make the Rod ſmarter in 1: 
{{f, and ſharper to us. | 

5. Study providence. Tis a part of 
Atheiſm not to think the aQts of God in 
the World worth our ſerious thoughts. 
And if you would know the meaning of 
his adminiſtrations, grow up in the fear 
of God, Pſal. 25.14. The ſecret of the Lord 
is with them that fear him. God is bighly 
angry with thoſe that mind him not,?/a/. 
28... 5. becauſetkey regard not the operation 
of bis hands, he ſhall deſtroy them, and not 
build them up.: He ſhall utterly root them 
out--:-"\- 

I. Study providence univerſally. The 
darkeſt ; God brings order out of the 
Worlds confuſion, even as he framed” a 


beautiful Heaven and Earth out ofa rude. 


Ma. The terrible5? ; theſe offer ſome- 
thing worth our obſervation 3 the dread- 
ful providence of God makes Sodom an 
exatnple to'after ages. Jude 7. They are 
ſet forth for an example, ſuffering the venge- 
ance ofeternal fire,&c. The ſmalle$t 3 God 
1s a wiſe agent, and ſo the leaſtof his ac- 
tions are ſignificant. ' There is nothing 
ſuperfluous in thoſe a&ts, we account the 
N 4 meaneſt 
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meaneſt 3 or to a& yainly and lightly, ar- 
gues imperfettiqn, which cannot be atcri- 
buted to God. The wiſdom of Gad 

may be much ſen in thoſe providences 

the blind World counts ſmall ; as a little 
picture | is oft times of more 'valoe ,and hath 
more of the workman's skill than a larger 
| which an ignorant perſon might prize at 

A higher rate ; the Lilies, Flowers, Spar- 
raws, our Saviour raiſes excellent obſer- 
vations-from. 

"2 Regularly. By the Word; compare 
providence and the promiſe together. 
God's minner of adminiſtrations, and the 
meaning of them, is underſtood by the 
word, Pſal. 77-13. Thy way, O God, is 
Jn the Sanfuary. By Faith; we many times 
correct 'our ſence by reaſon, when we 
look through : a blew or green glaſs, and 
Tee all things blew or green z though our 
ſenſe repreſents them ſo,yet our reaſon dil: 
covers the miſtake 3 Why ſhould we not 
torret reaſon by Faith > Indeed our pur- 
blind reaſon ſtands in as much need of a 
regulation by faith, as our deceitful ſence 
doth of a regulation by reaſon; We ' may 

often obſerve i inthe Goſpel, that the boly 


bo HE notice 0 f the particular cic- 
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cumſtances in the bringing Chriſt into 
the World,and in the courſe of his life,of- 
ren hath thoſe expreſſions, as it was writtem; 
that the Scriptures might be fulfilled. There 
is not a providencehappens in the World, 
but there are ſome general rules in the 
World, whereby we may apprehend the 


meaning of it. From God's former work 


diſcovered in his word, we may trace his 
preſent foot-ſteps : Obſerve the timings 
of providence wherein the beauty of 1c 
appears, fince God hath made every thing 
beautiful in its time. ER 
' 3, Jatjirely. View them 1n their con- 
2exion. A harſh touch ſingle would not 
be pleaſing, but may rarely affe& in con- 
ſort: The providences of God bear a juſt 
proportion to one another, and are beau- 
tiful in their intire Schemezbut when re- 
oarded apart, we ſhall come far ſhort of a 
delightful underſtanding of them. As in a 
piece of Arras folded up, and afterwards 
particularly opened, we ſee the hand or 
foot of a man, the branch of a tree, or if 


we look on the outſide, we ſee nothing 


but knats and threads,and uncouth ſhapes 
that we know not what to make of; but 
when it is fully opened, and we have the 
TP POPE Te" wile 
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whole Web before us, we ſce what Hi 


| Nories and pleaſing charaQters are inter- ,, þ 


woven in it. View them 1n thetr end ;. 
there 1s no true judgment to be made of 
a thing in motion, unleſs we have a right 
proſpe& of the end to which it tends.Ma- 
ny things which may ſeem terrible 1ntheir 
motion, may be excellent in their end. 
Providence is crowned by the end of it. 
Aſaph was much troubled about the pro- 
ſperity of the wicked, and affliction of the 

Godly, but he was well ſatisfied when he 
underſtood their end, which was the end 
of Providence too, Pſal. 73. 16, 17. 
When IT thinght to know this, it was too 
painful for me, until I went into the San@u- 
ary, then underſiood Itheir end. Moſes his 
Rod was a Serpent in its motion upon 
the ground ; but when taken up, it was 
a Rod again to work miracles. God (et us 
a pattern for this in the Creation. He 
views the Creatures as they came into 
being, and pronounced them good; he 
takesa review of them afterward in their 
whole frame, and the ſubordination of ' 
them to one another, and the ends he had 
deſtined them to, and then pronounceth 
them very good. The merciful provi- 
| dences 
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yidences of God'if ſingly looked upon, 
will appear good, butif reviewedin'the 
whole web, and the: end of them, will 
commence yery good in our apprehenfi- 
ON9, | | 
4. Calmly. Take heedof paſſion in this 
ſtudy 3 that is a miſt before the eye of the 
mind. Senſual pleaſures alſo diſturb and 
ſtifle the noble operations of the 1ntel 
leQive part, and all improving thoughts 
of Gods providence, T/a. 5. 12. And the, 


' harp and the viol and: wine are in their 


feaſts, but they regard not the work of the 
Lord, nor conſider the operations of his 
bands; 'All thoughts of them are choak- 
<d by the pleaſures of ſenſe. Paſſionsand 
ſenſual pleaſures are like flying clouds in 
the night, interpoſing themſelves between 


'the ſtars and our 'eyes, that we cannot 


obſerve the motions of them. Turbulent 
paſſions or Swiniſh pleaſures prevailing, 


obſcure the providence of God. Our 


own humour and intereſt we often make 
the meaſures of our' judgment of provi- 
dence:Shimez when Abſalom rebels againſt 
his father, looks no further 'than his own 
intereſt, and therefore interprets it as a 
judgment of God in revenging the houſe 
J-4 F9s eh ET | 
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of Saul, 2 Sam. 16. 7, 8. The Lord bub 
retugned. upon thee all the blood of the houſe | 
of Saul, in whoſe ſtead thou hast reigned. 
Therefore the Spirit of God takes parti- | 
cular notice that he was of the houſe of 
Sarl, v. 5. when indeed this judgment 
was quite another ching, for David's fin 
in the matter of Uriah waswritten inthe 
forehead of it. 

5. Seriouſly. 'Tis not an eaſie work for 
the cauſes of things are hid as the ſeminal 
virtues io plaints, not vifhble til] they ma- 
nifeſt themſelves. Providence is God's 
Lanthorn in many affairs, if we do not 
follow it cloſe, we may be left in the dark, 
and loſe our way. With much Prayer ; 
For we cannot of our ſelves find -out the 
reaſon of them 3 being ſhallow Creatures, 
we cannot find out thoſe infinite wiſe me- 
thods God obſerves iffthe managing of 
them ; but if we ſeriouſly ſet to work,and 
ſeek God i io it, God may inform us, and 
make them intelligible to us. Though a 
man may not be able ofhimſelf to find out 
the frame and motions of an Engrne, yet 
when the Artificer hath explained the 
work, diſcovered the intent of the Fa- 


brick, it may. be eaſily underſtood. If = 
| Q 
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be dark, whilſt you ſeriouſly muſe on it, 
" God may ſend forth a light into you, and 
give you an underſtanding of it, Mat. 2. 
20. Joſeph thought of thoſe things, and 
whil(t he thought on them, the Angel of 
the Lord appeared to himin a dream 3God 
made-them known to him. The [jraclites 
ſaw God's acts in the bulk of them, but. 
Moſes ſaw his way and the manner how 
he wrought ther, Pſal. 103.7. He made 
' known his wayes unto Moſes, kis as nnto 
the Children of Iſrael. Moſes had more 
converſe with God than they,. and there- 
fore was admicted into his ſecrets. | 

6. Holily. With a deſign to conform 
to that duty providence calls for. Our 
motions ſhould be according to the pro- 
vidences of God, when we underſtand the 
Intent of them. There 1s a call of provi-. 
dence, Iſa. 22. 12. In that day the Lord 
called to weeping and monrning z Some- © 
times to ſorrow, ſometimes to joy. If it. 
be a providence to diſcover our fin, let us 
comply with it by humiliation 3 if it be to 
further our grace, ſuit it by lively and 
freſh aQRings.As the ſap ip plants deſcends 
with the Sun's declination, . and aſcends 
at the return ofthe Sun from the Tropick; 
there 
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there are ſeveral gracesto be exerciſed up« /-- 
on ſeveral ads of providence ; either pub. _ 
( | 4 


lick to the Church and Nation, or parti. _ 
cular to our own perfons. Sometimes  . 


faith, ſometimes joy, ſometimes patience, 
ſometimes ſorrow for fin. There are ſpi- 
ritual leſfons in every providence; for it 
doth not only offer ſomething to be un- 
derſtood, but ſomething to be practiſed, 


Mark 10. 15. A Child 1s brought to 


Chriſt, and Chriſt from thence teaches 
them a leſſon of humility.Lxk. 13. 1,2,3. 
When Chriſt diſcourſes of that ſad provi- 


| dence of the blood of the Galilears,and 
the Tower of S104, he puts them uponthe. 


exerciſe of repentance. The Ruler en- 
quired the time when his Son began to 
recover, that his faith in Chriſt might be 
confirmed, for upon that circumſtance it 
did much hang; and in doubtful caſes 
after aſecrious ſtudy of it, and thou know- 
e(t not which way to determine, confidet 
what makes molt for God's glory and th 


ſpiritual good, for that is the end of all. / 


Let ustherefore ſtudy providence ; not as 
Children do Hiſtories, to knpw what men 
were in the World, orto pleaſe their fan- 


cy only ; but as wiſe men, to underſtand | 


the 
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the motions of States,and the intrigues of 
Counſels ; to enrich them with a know- 
ledge whereby they may be ſerviceable 
totheir Countrey. Solet us enquire into 
the Providence of God to underſtand the 
mind of Gad, the intereſt of the Church, 

the wiſdom and kindnek of God,andour 
o_ duty in conformity thereunto. 

6. Aſcribe the glory of every providence 
to God. Abraham's Steward petitioned 
God at the beginning of his bulineſ(s,Gez. 
24. 12. and he bleſſes God at the ſacceſs 
of it,ver. 26, 27. We muſt not thank the 
tools which are uſed in the making anen- 
gine, and aſcribeunto them what we owe 
to the Workmans «kill: Man is but the 
inſtrument, God's Wiſdom is the- Artiſt. 


Let us therefore retura the Glory of all 


where it is moſt rightly placed. We may 


ſee the difference between Rachel and - 


' Leah in this reſpe& 3 when Rache! had a 
Son by her maid Bilbah, ſhe aſcribes it 
to God's care, and calls his name Dar, 
which. ſignifies judging, Ge. 3o. 6. God 


hath judged me, and heard my voice: That 


the very Name might put her'in remem- 


© brance of the kindneſs of God in anſwer- 


ing her prayer. And the next Napthali, 


Rom. 
15. 
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ſhe efteems as the fruit of prayer, ver/. 8 


Whereas Leah takes no notice of God, bur 
vaunts of the multitudeof her-Children; | 


verſ. 11 be hold « Yroop comes. She im- 

ſeth the name of G4d uponthem, which 
alfo fi ignifies fortune or good luck. And 
the next Aſher, verſ. 13. which is fortunate 


or bleſſed. And we find Leah of the ſame” 


mind afterward, ver. '17. It is ſaid God 


hearkned unto her, ſo that her Son /ſa-' 


char was an anſwer of Prayer ; but ſhe a- 
ſcribes it to a lower cauſe which had mov- 
ed: God; becauſe ſhe had given her maid 


to her Husband ,verſ 18. Not unto us, not 
untons, O Lord, but to th y namebe the glory. 


DoZ. 2. All the motions of providence 
#n the World are ultimately for the good of 
the Church ; of thoſe whoſe heart is perfe@ to- 

wards him.Providetice follows therule. of 
Scripture. Whatſoever was written, was 
written for the Churchescomfort*. What- 
ſoever 1s ated 11 order to anything writ- 


ten,is ated for the Churches good. Allthe - 


providences of God in the World are, con- 


-formable to his declarations in his word: 


All former providences were ultimately 
in order to the bringing a Mediator into” 
the World, and for the g'ory of himztherr 


ſurely * | | 
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furely all the providences of God ſhallbe 

in order to the perfeQting the glory of 
Chriſt in that myſtical body, whereof 
Chriſt is head, and wherein his affeQi- 

on and his Glory are, ſo much concefried. 

See the Proof of this by a Scripture or, 

two. Pſal. 25. 10. Allihe paths of the Lord 

are. mercy and truth unto ſuch as keep his 
Covenant and his Teſtimonies: Not one 

path, but [ll] the works and motions 5 

not one particular a& or paſſage of pto- 
vidence, but the whole tra& of his pro- 
ceedings 3 not only thoſe which are more 
ſmooth and pleaſant, but thaſe which 

.are more rugged and bitter. All [mercy 

and truth] (utable to that affetion he 
bears in his heart to them, and ſutable to 

the declaration of that affeftion he hath 

made in his promiſe. There is a con- 
texture and a friendly connexion of kind» 

neſs and faithfulneſs in eyery one of thetii. 

They both kiſs and embrace each 6ther 

in every. motion of God towards then). - 

As mercy made the Covenant, fo truth 

ſhall perform it And there ſhall be as 
much mercy af truth in all Gods ings 
towards thoſe that that keep it, Rom.s ” 
O We 


1» 
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We know that all things work together for 


good to ther that love God,to them who are 


| thecalled according to his purpoſe;| we know, 


admirable harmony and unanimous con- . 
'ſent for a Chriſttan's good. One particu- 


we do not conj=tture or gueſs ſo, but we 
have an infallible aſſurance of it. | A} 
things ] even the moſt frightful, and fo 
thoſe that have in reſpe& of ſenſe. no- 
thing but Gall and Wormwood in them ; 
[ work together] they all conſpire with an 


lar a& may ſeem to work to the harm of 
the Church, as one particular a&t may 


work to the good of wicked men : but © 


the whole ſeries and frameof things com- 


. bine together for the good of thoſe that 


are affetionate to him. Both the Lance 
that makes us bleed, and the plaiſter 
which refreſheth the Wounds. Both the _ 


griping purges and the warming Cordi- 


' als combine together for the Patients 


cure[ to there who are called according to his 


purpoſe. ] Here the Apoſtle renders a rea- 
ſon of this poſition ; becauſe they are cal- 
led not only 1n the general amongſt the 


reſt of the world, to whom the Goſpel 
comes 3 but they are ſuch that were in 


Gods 
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Gods purpoſe and counſel from Eternity 


to ſave, and therefore reſolved toencline 
their will to Faith in Chriſt. Therefore 
all his other Counſel about the affairs 
_ of the world ſhall be for their good. Ano- 
ther reaſon of - this, "the Apoſtle intimares 
verſ.,27. The ſpirit makes interveſſion for 
the ſaints accordling to the will of God. The 
interceſſions of the' Spirit which ate alſo 
according to Gods will and purpoſe; will 
not be fruitleſs 10 the main end, which 
both the interceſfions -of ihe - Spirit 
zad .purpoſe of-;God, and: the will 


and Tos of the Saints do aim at, which 
is their good... Indeed where ny "8 the 


objeCt of this grand purpoſe of God, he ig 
the obje& of God's infinite and inhume- 
rable thoughts. P/al.40. 5. Many, O' Lord 
my God,are - thy awonuerful works "which thou 
haſt done, and: thythoughts which are' #0 #5 
_ ward, they cannot: be reckoned up'in (order 
unto. thee 5 if. wonld declare and Jptak of 
them, they are more than can be 'numbred, 
The Plalmiſt ſeems to intimatethar in all 
the, wonderful: works which-God-'hath 
done; bis thaughrs are towatdhis people. 
He thinks of thent in all his'a&ions ; and 
| >: ©'2 _ -..” thoſe 
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thoſe thoughts are infinite, and cannot be 
numbred, and reckoned up by any Crea- 
ture, He ſeems to reſtrain the thoughts 
of God to'his people in all thoſe works 
of wonder which he doth in the World, 
and which others are the Subjefts of: 
But his thoughts or purpoſes and inten- 
tions in all ( for the word ſignifies purpoſes 
too) are chiefly, next to his own glory, 
directed toward his people,thoſe that truſt 
10 him, which zer/. 4. he had pronounced 
blefled. They run in his mind as if his 
heart was ſet upon them, and none but 
them. | 

Here I ſhall premiſe two things as the 
ground-work of what follows. 

1. God certainly in all bis a@ions has 
ſome end; that is without queſtion, be- 
cauſe he 1s a wiſe agent; to a@ vainly and 
lightly is an evidence of imperfeQtion , 
which cannot -be aſcribed to the only 
wiſe God, The Wheels of Providence 
are full of Eyes *. -Fhere is motion, and 
a knowledge of the end of that motion. 
And Jeſus Chriſt, who is Gods Deputy in 
the providential government, hath Se- 
ven Eyes, as well as Seven Horns *',' a 
perfeft ſtrength, and a perfet OS 
ow 
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how to uſe that ſtrength, andto what end 
to uſe it. Seven being the number of per- 
feftion 1n Scripture. 


2. That certainly is Gods end which his 


heart is moſt ſet upon, and that which is laſt 
#nexecution. What doth God do at the 
folding up of the World, but pertect his 
people, and welcome them into Glory ? 
Therefore God principally next to him- 
If, loves his Church. The whole Earth 
is his, but the Church is his treaſure, Ex. 
19. 5. If you will keep my Covenant, then 
ſhall zon be a peculiar arg unto me above 
"all people, for all the Earth is mine; Segullah 
ſuch a treaſure, that aMan, a King will 
intruſt inno hands but his own 3 all 7he 
Earth is mine, is not a reaſon why the 
Chyrch was his treaſure, but an jncen- 
tive of thankfulnefs, that when the whole 
_ Earth was his,and lay before him,and there 
were many people that he might have cho- 
ſen and loved befare them, yet he pitched 
-upon them ta make them his. chaiceſt 


treaſure, And when the bleſſed God hath 


- pitched upon a people,and made them his 
treaſure,what hedoth forthew, is with his 
_ whole heart,and with bis whole Soul, Fer. 
32-41, 42. ſpeaking of making anever- 
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laſting Cormant, he adds, zee 1 will. p:- 
Joyce over them to do them good, Nc. aſſu- 
redly with my wliole heart, and with my 
whole Soul : As t hough | God minded no- 
thing elſe but thoſe people he had made 
an everlaſting. Covenant with z which is 
the big reſt ſecurity, and, molt pregaant 
expre! ton of his affedtion, that carbe gi- 
ven tq any, not to. ge them a parctl or 
moiety, of his She en whole inf1- 


nite intire piece, and te to engage it all-with 


the 'oceatelt delight. . in, doing good. to 
them. That infinite heart of God; and 
all the contrivances-and workings of it, 
center in the Churches welfare... The 
World 1 is a Wilderneſs, but the Church 
is a Garden. If he water the Wilderneh, 
will he not mich more dreſs his Garden ? 
If the flights of Birds be obſerved by him, 
ſhall not Sl the particular concernments 
of the. jurch ? He hath a repoſitory for 
them and. all that belong 'to them 3 He 
hath a book of Life for their Names *, A 
book of Record for their members *, a 
Notebook for their Epeeches, Mal. 3. 
16; A book of remembrance was written be 
fore biz for them that feared the Lord ; and 
a book of providence for their preſerva- 

| tion 
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tion, Exod. 32. 32. In the proſecution 
of this, I {hall ſhew A 
I. That it is ſo de fa&o, and bath been Fir. | 
ſo. : 

2. That according to the ſtate of Secondly. 
things and Gods Oeconomy, it muſt be. | 
ſo. 

"3. The improvement of 1 it, By way of 73;-44. 
Uſe. 1 

1, That all providence is for the good x. 
of the Church de faFo, and has been ſo. 

r. It will appear by an enumeration Reſon 
of things. inſe 

Firſt, All good things. 

Secondly, All bad things are for their | 
good. | 

Firſt, All good things. 

I. The World. 

Il. Gifts and common graces of men in 
_ the World. 

I. Angels. 

I. The World, The whole World was Firſt, 
made and ordained for the good of "the 
Churchnext to the glory of God. This 
will appear in three things. 

1. The continuance of the World is fo 
their ſakes. ' God would have deſtroyed 
the World becauſe of the ignorance and 
Oz: wick>" 
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wickedneſs of it before this time, but he 
overlooked it all, and had reſpe@ to the - 
times of Chriſt, and the pubjiſhing faith 
in him, and repentance, A@. 17, 309. 
4nd ihe times of this ignorance God:winked | 
at, God overlooked * ; he looked not ſo 
upon them, as to be provoked to deſtroy 
the world; þut his eyes were fixed on 
the times of Chriſtianity; therefore would ' 
not take notice in the extremity of his ju- 
ſtice of the wickedneſs of thoſe forego- 
ing ages. Belieyexs are the Salt of the 
Earth'*, which makes the World ſavou- 


- xy to God, and keeps it from corrupting. 


'Tis. meant not ' only: of the Apoſtles, 
but of Chriſts Diſciples, of all Chriſtians; 
for to them was that Sermon made, v. 1. 
Tf the Salt have loſt bis ſavonr, if the Salt 


Þe'- corrupted., -and - Chriſtianity pver- 


thrown in the World, wherewith ſhall 
the World be ſalted? how can it be kept 


from corruption 2 If they that perſecuted 


F. 
yp 
* 


' the Prophets before you in Jadea, (which 


3s ſometimes calledithe Egrth inScripture) 
cannot reliſh you, and..find rothing 


grateful tq their Palates jo your Do@rine 


and Converſatipn, wherewith ſhall they 


be faked © How ſhall they þe preſerved 
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All together, be hath attained bis end. 
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from corruption £ The Land will be 
good for nothing but to be given as a 
prey to the Romans to be trod under their 
feet, as being caſt out of Gods proteQi- 
on. They are- the foundation of . the 
world, Pro. 10. 25. the righteous are ar 
everlaſting foundation. Maimonides under» 


| ſtandsit thus, that the World ſtands for 
the - righteous ſakes. When God had: No- 


ah and his Family lodged in the Ark, he 
cares not what deluge and deſtruction he 
brings upon the reſt of the World. When 
he had conducted Lo? out of Sodom, he 
brings down that dreadful ſtorm of fire. 
He cares for no place, - no nor for. the 


whole World any Jonger than whilſt his place. 


people are there, or he hath ſome to 
bring in, in time. For the meaneſt be- 
liever is of more worth than a world ; 
therefore when God hath gathered all 
together, he will ſet fire upon this frame 
of the Creation : For what wastheend 
of Chriſts coming and dying, but to ga- 
ther all things together-in one? Eph. x. 


_ . To. That in the diſpenſation of thefulneſs of 


time he might gather together in one all things 
in-Chrift. When: Chriſt hath ſummed up 
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And to what purpoſe then can we ima- 
gine God ſhould continue the World a. 
ny longer ? for his delight is not ſimply 
i the World, but in the Saints there, 
Pſal. 16. 3. Bat to the Saints that are in 
the Earth, in whom is all my delight, notin 
the Earth, but in the Saifits there, which 
are the only excellent things in it, which 
Chriſt ſpeaks ( of whom that Pſalm is 
-meant ) who knew well what wasthe ob- 
je of his Fathers pleaſure. The ſweet 
favour God {melt in Noah's ſacrifice, was 


the occaſion of God's declaration for the 
Worlds ſtanding, Gez. 8. 21. and the 


.; Lord ſaid in his heart, I will not curſethe 


ground any more for mans ſake. That he 


'Wwould no more ſmiteit with a totally de- 


ſroying judgment. It was his reſpe& to 
Chriſt repreſented in that ſacrifice,and to 
the faith and grace of No«h the ſacrificer. 
What Savour could an infinitely pure ſpi- 


pit ſmell in the blood and flames of beaſts? 


"© 2. The courſe of natural things is for 
ihe good of the Church, or particular mem- 
bers of it. | 'God makes- articles of a- 


' greement with the Beaſts and Fowls, 
"Whoſe nature is raging and rave- 


nous, and 'binds them in ſure bonds for 
| the 
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the performance of thoſe articles, Hoſee 
2. 18, And in that day will I make a Cove- 
nant for them with the beaſis of the field, 
and with the fowls of heaven, and with the 
creeping things of the ground, and will make 
them to lhe down ſafely. As upon our fin 
God can arm them againſt us 3 ſo upon 
our obedience he can make them ſer- 
viceable-even againſt their. natures z as if 
he had: made a Covenant with them, and 
they had/both the reaſon and virtue to 
obſerve it. I do not remember any in- 
ſtance in Scripture, that God went out of 
the-uſual tract of his providence, and a&- 
ed in an extraordinary manner, but where 
his people were one way or other-con- 
cerned. It was for Joſhna's and the 1/- 
raclites ſake that the Sun was arreſted to 
ſtand” {till in the Valley of Ajaloz, that 
they might have light enough to defeat 
their Enemies,and purſue their victory *. 
The -Sea ſhall againſt its natural courſe 
ſtand in heaps like walls of braſs to aſſiſt 
the Iſraelites eſcape *, The bre 1s reſtrain- 
ed in the operation of its nature, even 
whilſt it retains its burning quality,when 
the lives of the three valiant believing 


* Joſh. 195 = 


x2, 13; 


* Exod. 
I4. 22. 


Childreti are in danger *. The mouths *Dan.22. 
IE: TE . ay 4 | Is 
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+. . of Lyons are muzled, when the ſafety of 
* root his beloved Dariel is concerned *, Ang+ 
| the ſhadow goes back upon the Dial for | 
* 2 King. Hezekjah's lake *, When God would at a. 
20-11. ny time deliver his people, He can 
muſter- up Lightnings and Thunders for 
7.10. their aſſiſtance *; He can draw all the. | 

Regimentsof Heaven into battel-array, 
and arm the ſtars to fight. againſt S;ſera, 
when Iſracls condition needs it ; and 
make even the loweſt Creatures to lift 

| themſelves as Auxiliaries in the ſervice. 

God hath not adiſpleaſure with ſenſlef 
Creatures, neither 1s tranſported with 

ftrains of fury againſt ſuch objeQs, when 

be alters their natural courſe. Hab. 3.8. 

Was the Lord diſpleaſed againſt the Rivers, | 

was thy wrath againſt the Sea, that thou 

Aaidfi ride upon thy Horſes, and Chariots af 
Salvation? No, but he made thoſe Crea- 

tures the Horſes and Chariots to ſpeed af- 

fiſtance and ſalvation to his people, which 

the Pſalmiſt elegantly deſcribes, - Pal. 

114: All Creatures are his Hoſt, and that 

God that created them, hath ſtill the 
Sqveraign command over them, and can 
imbody them in an Army to ſerye his. , 
purpoſe for the deliverance af bjs people, 


as 
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as he did againſt Phartoh: 


3, The intereſt of Nations is ordered asis 
moſt for the Churches good, He orders both 
the courſe of natural things, and of civil 


affairs, for their intereſt, He alters the 


ſtate of things, and changeth Govetnours 


. 20g 


and Governments for the ſake of his peo» - 


ple. For thefe cauſes God ſent Eliſha to 


Crown Jebu King, 2 King. 9. 6, 7. 1 


have anointed thee King over the people of 


the Lord,&c. that I may avenge the blood of 


my Servants the Prophets, and the blood of 
all the ſervants of the Lord at the hand of 


Jezabel. For the ſakes of the Godly in . 


that Nation, and the revenging the blood 
of the Prophets which had been ſhed, was 
he taiſed-up by the Lord. He ſent ſuch 
judgments upon Fgypr, that it was as 
Much the intereſt of that Nation to let 
Ijracl go, as it was before to keep them 
their vaſlals. God orders the intereſt and 
affairs of Nations forthoſe ends; and ac- 
cording tothis diſpoſition of affairs,Chriſt 
times his interceſſions for his Church. 
The Angels had been ſent out to yiew 
the ſtare of the World, and found it in 


peace, Zreh. 1, 11. behold, all the Earth 


ſits | 
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ſits fill, and is gt reſt 3 there had been 


Wars in Artaxarexes and NXerxes his time, 
but in the time of Darizs, that part of 
the World had an univerſal peace, which 
was the fitteſt time for the reſtoration of 
the Jews, and building the Temple ; be- 
cauſe it could not be built, but. by the 
Kings coſt, whoſe treaſure in the time 
of War was expended another way 3 nor 
would it confiſt with their policy to re- 
ſtore the Fews to their government at 
ſuch a time when they had Wars with the 
Neighbour-parts of Egypt. See how God 
orders the ſtate of the World in ſab- - 
ſerviency to his gracious intentions to- 
wards his Church. The time of the Jew- 
;ſþ captivity was now out according to 
the promiſe of God, and God gives that 


part of the World a general peace, that 


the reſtauration of the Jews, and the re- 
building of the Temple might be facili» 
tated, and the truth of his promile in their 
deliverance accompliſhed. Upon the 
news of this general peace in that part of 
the World, Chriſt expoſtulates with God 
for the reſtauration of Jeruſalem, werſ. 12. 
How long,O Lord, wilt thou not have mercy 
on Jeruſalem, and on the cities of Fudeah, 


againſt 
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againſt which thou hat had indignation . 
rheſ threeſcore and ten years > The time 
of the Captivity determined by God,was 
now expired. The firſt reformation in 
Germany was back' d by reaſon of ſtate 
as it .was. then ordered : 3 it being the 1n- 
tereſt of many Princes of that Countrey 
to countenance Lyzther's Dodrine, forthe 
putting a ſtop to the growing greatneſs 
of Charles the fifth, who had evident de- 
ſigns” to enſlave them. I mi 'oht mention 
'many more 3 only by the way. let me ad- 
viſe thoſe that have an inclination to read 
hiſtories of - former tranſaQtions, to which 
men naturally are addicted, to make this 
your end, to obſcrve the {trange - provi- 
dences of God in the Worid, and how 
admirably he hath made them ſubſervi- 
ent to the intereſt of the Church ; which 
will be the moſt profitable way of read- 
ing them, whereby they will not only 
ſatisfie your curioſity, but eſtabliſh your 
Chriſtianity. Calvi» underſtands that 
place, Dent. 32. 8. He ſets the bounds of 


the people according to the number of the 


' Children of [jrael, that in the whole or- 


dering of the ſtate of the World, God 


propoſeth. this as his end to conſult for 
| the 


| Et 
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the good of his people, and his care ex- 
tends to the reſt only in order to them ; 
and though they are but a ſmall number,, 
yet he orders his whole government o 
the Worlds affairs. as may beſt tend to 
their Salvation. Therefore God ſets the 
people bounds,or enlargeth them accord- 
ing as they may be ſerviceable one way 
or other to this end. And the reaſon is 
rendred, v. 9. For the Lords portion is 
his people, and Iacob is the lot of his inhe- 
ritance. Therefore God orders all the 
reſt of the World in ſubſerviency to the 
maintaining and improving his portion 
and inheritance. | 

2. As the World, ſo the gifts and com- 


 mongrates of ten in the world are for the 


good of the Church, which is a great argu- 
ment for providence in general ;' ſince 
there is nothing ſo conſiderable in go- 


vernment as the diſpoſing of places to 


men according to their particular endow- 
ments and abilities for them. And the 
beſtowing fuch giſts upon men, is none. 
of the meaneſt argument for 'Gods pro- 


- vidential government of the World. As, 


1. The gifts of good men. The gifts cot 
ferred upon Pax! were depoſited in' im 
not 
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not only to be poſſeſſed by him, but uſed 
and laid out for the good of the Church, 
Col. 1. 25. Whereof I am made a Miniſter 
according to the diſpenſation of God which 
3s given tome for you: The 2 oifeligtion 
of the Spirit to anyman is given to. pro- 
fit withal, 3 Cor. 12. 7; And this tsthe 
great end for which men ſhould ſeek. to 
excel, viz, for the edifying of the Church, 
x Cor. 14: 12. For as FA, as yOu are Bea» 
lows of Spirtual gifts, ſeek that you May ex> 
cel to the edifying of the Church. 

2. The, gifts and common graces 0) had 
men. There is ſomething that is amiable 
in men, though they have not grace. As 
in Stones, Plants and Flowers, though 
they have not ſenſe, there is ſomething 
grateful in them, as colour and ſmell, &c. _ 
And all thoſe things that are lovely in 
men, are-for the Churches good, the beſt 
life, and the worſt death think preſent, let 
who will-be the poſleflor, all things be- 
tween Life and Death are for the good of 
Believers, becauſe they are Chriſts, 1 Cor. 
3: 221 Whether Paul,or Apollo, or Cephas,or 
the world, i. e. [Whether the gifts of the | 
prime lights | in the: Church, or the com 
mon gifts of the world Jare all yours, and 


ye 
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ye are (kriſts, and Chriſt is Gods. God 
1s the diſpencer of them, Chriſt is the Go- 
vernour of them, and all for your ſakes. 
As the medicinable qualities of waterg 
are not for the good'of themſelves; but 
the accommodation cfthe indigencies of 
men. By the common works of the Spirit 
God 4oth keep his children from ſuffering 
much evil in the World. For it. cannotbe 
ſuppolſed,that the Spirit, whoſe miſſion is 
principally. for the Church, ſhould: give 
ſuch gifts out of love to men which hate 
him,aud are not the objeds of: his eternal 
purpoſe;but he hath ſomeotherends indo» 
10g it, which is the advantageof hisChurch 
andpeople:and thisGod cauſes by theprea. - 
ching of the Goſpe],which when it works 
gracious works in ſome, produceth com- 
mon works in others for the good of thoſe 
gracious ones. As a ſeed ofcornhathſtraw, 
husks, and chaff come up with it, which 
are ſhelters to- that little ſeed which lies 
in the midſt ; ſo in the preaching of the 
Goſpel there are ſome husks come up a- 
mong natural men, which God makes tq 
be ſhelters to the Church as thoſe com- 
mon- works, and reſtraining men through 
the knowledge of Chriſt. God gives 
ES: Bitts 
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ifts to them, not out of Jove to ther, 
Par love to his Church. As Nurſes of 
great mens Children are fed with better 
meat than the other Servants, not out of 
any particular perſonal] reſpe&t to them, 
but to their office,that the milk whereby 
the child is nouriſhed,may be the ſweeter 
and wholeſomer; were it not forthar Re: 
lation, ſhe muſt be content with the Di- 
et allowed to the relt of the Servants. 
Some ſtinking plants may,have medicinal 
virtues which the Phy lician extras for 
the cure of. a difeaſe, and flings the reſt 
uponthe Dunghul. God beſtows ſuch quas 
licies upon men otherwiſe unſavoury: to 
him, which he draws forth upon ſeveral 
occaſions for the good of thole thit'are 
more peculiarly under his care, and then 
caſts them away. ' Theſe gifts are indeed 
the ruin of bad men," becauſe of their 
pride, but the Churches 'advantage in 
awed of their excellency, and ate often 
as proficable to- others, 'as dangerous to 
themſelves. As 'all that 'good which is 


in plants and animals is for the good of 


man; ſo all the gifts of natural men are 

foc the. Churches: good, for they are for 

that end a the amy 54 next the gory 
E2 


of 
FJ ! 
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of Gol, becauſe every inferior thing 
is ordained to ſomething ſuperior as its 
end. Plants are ordained for the nou- 
rilhment of Beaſts, and both Plants and 
Beaſts for Men. Fhe mferior men for 
the ſervice of higher, and all for the com: 
mani: yz yet (till there is a higher end be- 
yond thoſe, viz. the glory of God, to 
which ' they are ultimately ordained , 
which is ſo conneCted with the Churches 
good, that what ſerves one, ſerves the 
other. 

3. Angels, the top Creatures in the 
Creation, are ordered for the good of the 
Church. If the Stars are not Cyphers mn 
the World only to be gaz'd upon, but 
have their influences both upon Plants 
and Animals; As the Sun in impreg- 
nating the Earth, and enlivening the 
Plants, and afliſting the growth of fruits 
for the good of mankind : If the ſtars 
have thole natural influences upon the 
ſenſible world, the Angels which are the 
morning-ſtars, have no leſs intefeſt as-1n- 
ſtruments in the government of it. © The 
Heathens had ſuch a notion of Demers 
*working thoſe things which were done 
in the world, but according to the ar 

an 


_ 
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and order of the ſupream God. The 
Angels are called Watchers, Dar. 4. 13. 
a Watcher and «n holy one, ver, I 7. this is 
by the decree of the watchers, and the des 
mand by the word of the holy ones - they 


watch for Gods orders, and watch for. 


Gods honour, and the Churches good. 
There are orders of ſtate among them 
for we read of their decree; 'tis called | 
their decree minifterially, as they execute 


It, approbative as they ſubcribe to the e- By oy of 2 
quity and goodneſs of it. As the Saints _— We” 


are ſaid to judge the world not authori- By way of N.. 
tative as in commiſſion with Chriſt,but as 41959719: .,* 


they approve of Chriſts ſentence. They 
ſeem to requeſt thoſe things of God 
which may make for his glory, aud they 
decree among themſelves what is fit to be 
preſented to God 1n order to his glory: 
They. cannot endure” that men ſhould 
trample upon Gods: authority, deſpoil 
him of his 'right, and tread down his 
inheritance:z and therefore they ſend 
ſuch requeſts to God toaGt ſo as menmay 
acknowledg him and his govenment, #0 


the intent that the living may know that 


the moſt bigh rules in the kingdoms of men, 
Their care therefore muſt be for the 
F2 Church 
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Chuch, ſiace God rules all things in or” #þ 
der to that, and ſince that is Gods por: © 
tion and inheritance; fo that as they have 
a care of Gods glory, they muſt alſo have |} 
z.... A care of Gods portion and his peculiar | 
Exed. treaſure. , The inward part of the Tem. | 
25 1- ple was tobe adorned with Cherubims, 
tonote.the ſpeceial attendance of the ho. 
1 -- ly Angels in the aſſemblies of the Saints, 
Trap.  Asevil Angels plot againſt the Church,ſo 
an Numb. | . Deg | 5 
p. 58, good Angels projet for it. . Thoughin |. 
the Scripture we, find Angels ſomerimes . 
employed in affairs of common provi- 
dence,. and doing good to them that are 
not of the Church ; as one 1sfent tocom- 
fort Hagar, and relieve. jmact upon his } 
cry, though he had ſcofted at J/aee the | 
heir of. the covenant, when he was in A- 
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* &-, -; brabam's Family *; yer for the moſt part |} . 
27. they were employed in the concerns of 
 _ ſomeofhis ſpecial Servants. Angels thruſt | 


' ®:Gen. 19. Lot out.of Sodow *. An Angel (ltopt the |} 
13,15. ' Lyons. mouths, when , Daxzel was 1n the 
Den, Dax 6. 18.+:My God hath ſent his 
.angel, aud hath ſhut ihe, Lyons months. 

God, emploies Angels, in the preſerving 
and,rvining of Empires, which 15 -clear 
in the prophecy of Daviel, and fomeun- | 

| | erſtand | 
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derſtand, 1/2.10-34. And lebanon fodll full 
b amighty one, of an Angel. As the Soul 
ſends forth a multitude of Spirits ſwiftly 
into the nerves for the ſupply ofthe low- 
eſt member, which rua thither upon the 
leaſt motion : So do the Angels. which 
are Gods Miniſters, run at the appgiat- 
ment of /God, and are employed. in/all 
the wheels of providence. The'\Spirit 
of the living Creatures was inthe wheels 
of providence *. | 

I. The hipheft orders 'nthong them ate 
Tot exempted from beirg afficers for the 
Church. Though they are called Gods 
Angels ia reſoeti of their immediate at- 

tendance on God 3 yet they are called 
mans Angels inreſj Eck of the ſervicethey 
do for them, 2atth. 18. 10. Their angels 
do almaies behold the face of my Father 
which is in Heaven. They are not the 
- ordinary fort of Angels only which at. 
tend upon thole little ones, upon young 
converts, hutable Souls, thoſe littte-ones. 
in the Kingdom of Heaven; but they are 
the higheſt Courtters there, ſuch as fee 
the face of God, and ſtand before him. A 
King hath many Servants zbut not-every. 
Servant, only the chief of the Nobility 
P 4 ſtay . 
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ſtand before himz ſo they are not Angels 
of the-mearieſt order and rank in Hea- 
ven, that 2re ordered to attend the low- 
eſt Chriſtian. The Apoſtle makes na 
doubt of this, Heb. 1. 14. are they not all 
eniniftring Spirits | { there 1s noqueſtion but 
they are } ſent forih to miniſter for then 
who ſhall be heirs of Salvation & He aflerts 
confidently that not one of them is blot- 
ted out of the Liſt for this employment. 
Are ihey not all? none are exempted from 
the ſervice of God, ſo none are exempted 
from the end of that ſervice, whichis the 
good of Believers. They are Gods fer- 
_ vants, but for the Churches good, for 
them which ſha]l be heirs, [ are #hey mot 
all?) it is irrational to deny i It, And 'they 
are ſent'forth, every one of then hath 
his commiſſion fign' d by God for this purs 
poſe, and notonly for the Church in ges 
neral, but for every member- in particu- 
tar { for the beirs of ſalvation. And not on- 
ly for" them which are already called and 
enrolled, but for them who ſhall be cal- 
| Jed, whoſe names are written 1n the book 
of Gbds'eletion [who ſhall be heirs,” And 
they are" not only! faintly ſent asif they 
right g0 if they Will 3 3 but as havea 
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Children are appointed by Parents to 


are. a guard to ſecurethem here, and at 
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rift charge to look after them well, not | 
-in one or two of their. works or ways, but 
in all, Pſal. 91. £1. He ſhall give bis An- t 
gels charge over thee to keep thee i. all thy _ 
wayes, to bear thee up in their hands, leſs 3 
thou daſh thy foot againſt. a flone ; they are % 
to uſe all their ſtrength to this purpoſe, 

to bear them up in their hands. As theelder 


have a careof the younger in their works 
and motions, and to uſe both their wiſ- 
dom and ſtrength for them, The Angels 


laſt to convey them totheir fathers houſe, 
Luk. 16. 22. When a man 1s in favaur 
with a Prince, all the Courtjers willbe 
obſervant of him. _ Y oe aA 
2: Armies of them are employed upon this 
occaſion, There are great multidudes of 
them,as Bildad ſpeaks, Fob 25.3.1s there any 
rumber of his armi&s? that is, of his An- oY 
gels: when'Foel-ſpeaks of'the heathens.-ga- 2 
thering together'3.thitber, ſaith he, Lord, = 
cauſe thy mighty ones to come down *, A., tet oY 
whole ſquadron of them fhall attend up-;,*;;. 
on a gracious man according to. the cir 2 
cumſtances he is involved in. Gen. 32, ' , * 
8, 2. And Jacob went on' bis way, andthe 
Fo Angels 
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Angels of God met him, and when Jacoh | 
ſaw them, he ſaid, this is Gods boit.Regi- 
meats of Angels, enough to make up-an 
Army( for ſo Jacob terns them) me thin 


upon the way to ſecure him from his Bro- 


ther Eſau, and to encourage him in his 
Journey. So ſome interpret, 2 Sam. 5.24. 
the ſound of a goirg inthe tops of the mul- 
berry trees. The figa of the marching of 
a Brigade of Angeis, with theLord in 
the head of them for the diſcomfiture of 
David'senemies, ther ſhall the Lord go ont 
before thee to ſmite the hoitof the philiftins. 
And this they do not of their own heads, 
but by the pleaſure of God, not only by 
a bare will, but adelight, P/al. 10g. 21. 
6s the Lord allye his hoſts, ze miniſters 
of is that do his pleaſure. v7 his choi- 
celt pleaſure, he delights to fee this his 


Militia upon aCtion. 


3. Chriſt bath the government of them to 


this end, for bis Church.Angels are all put 
in (ubjettion to bim, Heb. 2. 7, 8. In 


that he put all inſubjedion under him, he 


left nothing that is not put under bim. He 
is exalted above all principality and. 


power 3 God hath put all things under 


bis 


Col. 2. 10. They are his Hoſt, alwaies in 


Horſes, which notes readineſs to move, 
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his feet, and'gave him to be the head o- 

yer all things to the Church, Epb. 1. 21, 

22. all things, even principalities and 
powers, - ardput under his feer, tobecom- 
miſffioned and influenced by him for _ 
the good of his Church * 3 they are or- * £x*% 
dered by the Spirit of Chriſt ro this pur- whcher . | 
poſe, Zech. r. TW! Thoſe are they whom the Spirit 
theL ord tath ſent towalktoand fro "through they 29.26, 3 
the earth. They are his faithful meſſcn- 4 
gers diſp atcht into the World by him, as 

fconts wad ſpies to take notice of the ſtate 

of the World, and to give him intellj- 
gence, and an exa&t account of affairs; 
and v. 11. they give an account to Chriſt, — 
Chriſt is the Head and General of them, - 2 


a warlike poſture, with Chriſt in the 
Head of them, Zech, 1. 8. upon their 


and peed in metion : And as an Hoſt 
they are ſaid to pitch their tents round a- 
bout them that fear him : 3 and ate ina 
continual conflit with the evil Angels to 4 
.prevent their deſi; igns in the behalf of ] g 
_Chriſt, whom they. acknowledge as their 2" 
| head by their worſhip of him *. Chriſt, ; teba's, 
orders them to take care to ſeal his Ser-. : 4 
vailts 


A Diſcourſe of 
vants in the foreheads, that they may be 
preſerved in the ſtorms which ſhall bap- 
pen in the World at the time of the ru- 
ine of the Romiſh Papacy, Revel. 7. 2, 3, 
An Angel comes that had the ſeal of the 
living God ( commiſſion of God) ſaying, 

' hurt not the earth, nor the ſea, nor the trees, 
till we have ſealed the Servants of our God 
in the foreheads. 

4.T he great atians which have been done 
in the World,or ſhall be done for the Church, 
are performed by them. Angels were ſent 
as-expreiics by God with his great de- 

Dan. 7. Crees concerning the revolutions of 

” 16, times *. An Angel was fent to Danzel 

| 2", with the meſſage of a Redeemer, and 

I heard a the cleareſt prophecy of Chriſt, which 

Jews are not able to anſwer to this 

*which cal- day, which they moſt ſtartle at. Part of 

-. kedand the diſcovery of the Revelation to Jobs, 

Gr which is as a ſtanding Almanack to the 

make this Church, was made us by an Angel *. 

| manro And when by the courſe of time thoſe 

 amder- . d 

ftandthe turnings are to happen in the World,the 

vfiom. - Angels muſt have their ſhare of ſervice 

'* ag in them. The Trumpets are ſounded by 

. wel. ro. Angels, and «he Vials which are filled 

L 3 7 &- with the cauſes of ſuch alterations, are 

q 8, 9- | P oured 
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poured out by the hands of Angels. Some 
indeed by the Angels there mentioned, 
underſtand the viſible inſtruments of re- 
forchation, not excluding the Angels who 
are the inviſible Miniſters in the affairs of, _ 


* Light- 
the World *. de Tow 


5.T hey engage in this work for the Church ple. Chap- 
with delight. They a&as Gods Miniſters in 40 PY 
his providence with a unanimous confent+. + £zek; 
So that they perform their office with the 1: 5- 
ſame ſwiftneſs,and witlfthe ſameaffeCtion, ,;,,, 
without emulation to go one before ano- were jorn- 
ther, which makes many aQions ſucceed ill *4 97% #2 
among men 3 but they go hand in hand. . 
They do it with affeQion; both in reſpet + 
ofthe kind diſpoſition of their natures,and 
as they are fellow-members of the ſame - 
body, for they are parts of the Church, 
and of the Heavenly Jeruſalem, Heb.12. 
22. Ie are come to the Heavenly Jernſalen, 
and to an innumerable company of Angels, 
to the general Aſſembly and Church of the 
firſt- born, and therefore a& out ofaffe@i- 
on to that which is a part'of* their body, 
as well as out of obedience to their head. 
They do it in refpe& of their own im- 'Y 
provement too, and increaſe” of their -7- 7 
knowledg (which is the defire of all in *' _ © 
TI telleftual 
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tellectual Creatures, )For they compleat 


their underſtandings by the fight of the 
methods of infigite wiſdom in theperſeR- 
ing his gracious deſigns. And it is Gods 
intent that they ſhould grow inthe know- 


ledge of his great myſtery by their em» 
ployment, Eph. 3. 10. To the intent that 


row unto the principalities and powers in 
beavenlyplaces might be known oy the church 
the manifa'd miſdom of God, 3. e. By the 


gracious. work4,of Gad towards the 
Church, and in Te behalf of it, for the 


ſecurity and growth of 'the Church, and 


in the execntions of thoſe decrees which | 


as inſtruments they are imployedin. For 


| I do not underſtand, how ic can be meant 


ofthe knowledgeof Chriſt, for ofthat they 


know more than the Church below can - 


acquaint them with ; for withour queſti- 
on they have a clear inſight into the ofh- 


ces of Chriſt who is their Head, and | 


whomthey are ordered to worſhi p They 
uaderſtand the aim of his death, re- 
ſurreQion, and can better. explain the 
dark prediQtions of Scripture, than pur- 
blind ; man_.can. 'But by obſerving. the 
Methods which God uſes in the accom- 


pliſhment of them, they become more 


| intelligent 
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intelligent, and commence Maſters of 
knowledg in a higher degree, which it is 
probable 1s one reaſon of their joy,when 
they ſce Gods infinite Wiſdomand Grace 
ia the converfionof a finner:without affe- 
dion to them, their employment about 
them, they. could. got rejoice ſo. much, 
And their rejoicing in theip firſt bringing 
ia to God,argues thetr joy in alltheir em- 
ployments, which concerns their welfare. 


2.. As all good things, ſo all bad things Secondhs. 


gre ordered by providence for the goed of the 
church. That which in.its own nature 1s 
an injury, by Gods ordering puts onthe 
nature of a mercy.5 and what is poyſon 
in it ſelf, by- the Almighty: art becomes a 
Soveraign medicine, Are Gods diſpenſa- 
tions inthetrown nature deftruftive? ? that 
wiſe Phyſician knows how to make poy-. 
ſons work the effe& of purges. Are they 
ſbarp 2 It is to era! and purge the 


Church. As ſhadows ſerye to ſer out. 
' the pictures, fo the darkeſt. paſſages of 
providence \are made by Gad to come | 

mend the beauty of thoſe glorious things 
| he works for his Church : We may ſee 


this in, I. Bdd perſons. As, 


1. The Devil, God manageth him ore 
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his own glory, and-the ſtrengthning of | 


Believers +. The Devils delired to enter 
into the herd of ſwine, with an intent, 


- probably, not only to deſtroy the ſwine, 


but to incenſe the Gadareres againſt him; 
out of whom they had been caſt, to do 
him ſome conſiderable miſchief. But 
what is the iſſue? As they diſcover theit 


malice, ſo they inhance the value of 


Chriſts kindneſs to the diſtreſſed man, 
whom he had freed from this tyranny : 
Hereby alſo was the Law of God juſtified, 
in commanding the Fews to abſtain from 
Swines fleſh, which the Gadareres being 
Apoſtate Jews had broken ; he magnified 
his own power in the routing ſucha num- 
ber of unclean Spirits, which had not 
been ſo conſpicuous in the turning them 


.out of one 'man, had not this regiment. 
diſcoveed themſelves among the Swine, 


and brought ſuch a loſs upon the Gade- 


 renes; whereby as they ſhewed their own . 


ſtrength and malice, ſo they diſcovered 
occaſionally the greatneſs of Chriſts cha- 


rity, and his power over them ; ſo that. 


in granting the malicious petition. of this 


exaſperated Legion, the Law of Godis 


juſtified, our Saviours love glorified, his 
| | power 


bed Ss. od dn... _ 
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power manifeſted, and a foundation 
laid for the gaining Profelytes in that 
Country, (to which purpoſe he left the 


man he had cured *,) and to ſtrengthen 


the faith of. thoſe poor Felievers which 
then: followed him. God makes uſe of 
the Devilsby the Soveraignty of provi- 
dence, to bring about ends unknown to 
themſelves for all their wiſdotn, The 


malice of the Devil agaioſt Job hath teri- 


 dred him a ſtanding miracle of patience 


for ever. They are the rulers of the darks 


neſs of this world *, not of the light of 


the World ; they are the rulers of the 


wicked, and the ſcullions of the Saints 
'to ſcour and cleanſe them. They are the 


rulers of the World, but ſubordinateto 
ſerve the providence of God; wherein 
Gad declares his wiſdom by ferving him- 
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ſelf of the worlt of his Enemies. The 


Devil thought hehad brought a total de- 


fraction upon mankind, when he per. 
 ſwaded our firſt Parents to eat of the for- 
| bidden fruit ; but the only wiſe God or- 


dered it to bring about a greater glory 
to himſelf, and a more firm ſtability to 
his people, in tatroducing an everlaſting 


covenant which could -not be, broken, 


Q. an 


* uk. 9; 


* #9. 6: 
eg Fol 
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and eſtabliſhing their happineſs upon fu- 
rer terms than it was ſettled in Paradiſe; 


And afterwards in 61ling the heart of Ju- | 


das to betray Chriſt, and the hearts of 
the Jews to crucifie him. Even by that 
way whereby he thought to hinder the 
good of mankind, he occaſionally pro- 
* motes their perpetual redemption. And 
Ido. not much queſtion but thoſe very 
principles which the Devil had diſtilled 
into the gentile World of ſhedding hu- 
man blood in ſacrifices for expiation of 
guilt 3 andthe Gods converſing with men 
\ tnhumane ſhapes,and the imagination of 
the interceſſion of Demons for them;the | 
firſt out of rege againſt mankind,andboth 
that and the other to induce them to Ido- 
latry,might facilitate the entertainment of 
Chriſt as the great expiatory ſacrifice,and 
the receiving of him as the San of God, 
thorgh in an humane ſhape, and the be- 
lief of his interceſſton. God over-reach- 
es the Devil, and makes him inſtrumen- 
tal for good, where he deſigns hurt and 
miſchief. 

2. Wicked men. All the wickedin the 
midſt of the Church are for the good cf 
if, either for the exerciſe of their grace, 

| or 
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or ſecurity of their perſons, or intereſt, 
Pro. 16. 7. When a mans ways pleaſe the 
Lord, he mill make his enemies to be dt 
peace math hin. Sometimes he will incline 
their hearts intentiopally to. favour; of 
order even their aFiohs againſt them to 
procure. theis, peace, contrary to their 
intentions. Sometimes God makes them 


his Sword to cut his people, ſometimes 


Phyfick to purge them, ſometimes. Fire 


to melt and refine them,ſometime hedges 


to preſerve them, ſometimes a ranſom to , 


redeem them *. A Traveller makes uſe «, * Pro-2t. 


of the micttle of a head: ſtrong Horſe to 
carry him to his. journeys end. That 
wind which would overturn a little Boat, 
the skifful Pitot makes uſe of to drive his 
Ship into the Harbour, and the Huſ- 
bandman to cleanſe his Cora from the 
Chaff. Thoughthe ends ofthe workers, 
viz. God and wicked mien, are diflerent, 

yet the end of the work is but one;which 
1s ordered by Gods Soveraiga pleaſure. 
It was promiſed in the promiſe of the 
Goſpel to the Gentiles, Ge#. 9. 25. God 
ſhall enlarge Japhet, and he ſhall dwell i 
the tents of "Shew, and Canaan ſhall be hit 


ſervant, God ſhall allure i the _ 
tes 
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tiles of Exrope to dwell in the tents of 
Sher, and Canaan the head of the curſed 
poſterity, ſhall be Servants to the Church 
belide their will, and ſometimes againſt 
it by an over-ruling hand. And Chriſt 
hath bought them to be his Servants , 
2 Pet. 2. 1. denying the Lord that bought 
them, and therefore hath the diſpoſing of 
ther, whether they vgluntarily give up 
themſelves to him or no. He 1s a Eord 
by purchaſe over them, who own him 
not as a Saviour. The hatred of the 
Churches enemies ſometimes conduceth 
more to her good, than the :ffeQions of 
all her worldly Friends. Now this ap- 
pears, 

I. In furthering the Goſpel. The Jews, 
who ſpeak not of Chriſt among them- 
{=lves, but with opprobrious terms, have 
been the exa& preſervers of the Old 
Teſtament, even to the very numver of 
the letters 3 wherein Chriſtians have ſut- 
ficient to confirm them in the belief of 
Chriſts being the Aeſfeah, and unanſwe- 
rable arguments againit their adverſaries; 


. Whereupon St. eAxſtin terms them cap- 
farions Ecckſiz, tuch that carry the Books 


of the Children of great men after them 
to 


—OP ——_— > ” 
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to School. Whea the Authority of the 
Revelation was anciently queſtioned, the 
Church of Rome was inſtrumental to keep 
it in the number of the Canonical books, 
not thinking they ſhould fiad their own 
Church ſo plainly Deciphered in it,to be 
the mother of abominations. To this we 
may refer the ation of Ptolems Phila- 
delpbus King of Egypt, in cauſing the 
Scripture to be tranſlated about three 
hundred years before the coming of 
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Chriſt ; through which the Nations **J=<kin 
might better diſcera (as it were through x,j p62. 


a proſpeQive glaſs) the new (tar of Jacob 


which was ſhortly to ariſe: No doubt 


but many of the Gentiles by comparing 


the old Scripture ' Prophecies , which 
they now could read in the Greek lan- 


guage, might be more eaſily induced to 
an-embracing the Gofpel, and acknow- 
ledging\\Chrilt to be the 4g2ſſz2h, when 


it came'to be divulged among them. He- 


rod is the cauſe of the confultatioa about 
the--place of Chriſts birth z not for any 


good: will he had to him, whom he 1n- 


tended to murther, but God makes ule 
of this to clear up the truth of the pro- 
phecy concerning Bethlehem, the plage 


Q 3 of 
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of his birth, 244f.. 2. 5, 6. Ont of theg 
ſhall come @ governour that ſhall rule my 
Feople Iſrael. And they certzinly were 
nat very good, who preached Chrilt . out 
of envy, and propagated the Goſpel, 
wherein Pal rejoyced; not in their fin, 
but in the providential fruit of it, PliL. 
F. I5, 18.Some indeed preach Chriſt even 
of emvy and ſtrife, what then'/- Notwith- 

anding every wity, whether in. pretente 
or truth, Chriit is preathed, and 1 therein 
as rejozce, yea, and will rejoyce. 
2. firtbering thetemporal good bf the 
Cbureh + ; 

' 1. 1n its preſerus tion. Wicked men 
are often ſerviceable ro: the Church, as 
the filthy Raven was to hely Elijah, or 
2s the Lyon which would 9X SY 
Sampſon, | is a ſtore-houſe to ptovidethim 
food ; for in his hunger he finds a table 
ſpread | in the belly of bis Enemy. - Pha- 
roahb's deſign was to deſtroy 1frael; and 
the Daughter of that irreconcilable E- 
memy, 1s- direRted by God: to-preſeiye 
Moſes, who was to be the ruine of her fa. 
m1 C the deſtruttion of the Egyptian glo- 
ry, and the Deliverer of the Church, | She 
ſaves him out tof charity and Gadom of a 
6g 7 . * | «8 wile 
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wiſe deſign 3 She by his Education in the 
Egyptian learning, fits him for the Court, 

and God for the deliverance 'of his 
Church. Egypt had corn to relieve firlt | 
Abraham *, afterward Jacob ia a time ,** 
of famine 3 the only family wherein the 
Church of God was then bound up. 

Herod hes 19 wait for Chrilts deſtruction; 

and Egypt, the moſt Idolatrous Country 

in the world, and an ancient Enemy to 

Gods Church, affords him ſhelter. God 
makes 49ab to kide his out-caſts, and be 
their covert from the face of the ſpoiler *, * Jo : 
Some think,” Gods deſign in ſeading Jo- ' ** 3 
4h ta Nineveh, to work ſo remarkable 1 
a change. by repentance, was to- ſoften 4 
ſome of their hearts, and the hearts of 
_ their poſterity to deal more tenderlywith 
thoſe gracious [ſraelites, who in the-cap- 
tivity of the ten Tribes, ſome years after, 
ſhould be their gueſts. © God making 
thereby proviſjon for his own people in ' 
that common judgment which ſhould 
come upon'the Nation. This God doth 
ſometimes by reviving. the law ot Na- 
ture, andthe common ſentiments of Res 
lIigion 1n the hearts ofnatural men;where- 
by their owa conſciences bearing witneſs 
Q 4 to 


bY Rev. 12 
JS, 
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to the innocency and excellency of the  - 


Church of God, put them upon thoughts 
for its ſecurity. Sometimes it is above 
their 'own Sphere, and beſides their own 
intentions, 'The Whale which ſwallow- 
ed Jonah, intended him as a morſel to 
quell his hunger, but proves his ſecurity, 
and diſporgeth him upon the ſhore : 
They underſtand their own aim, but not 
the delign of God. The Leech'that ſucks 
the Patients blood; knows not the Chy- 
rurgions deſign, who uſeth* it-for the 
cure of 'a difeaſe. Sometimes their, rape 
proves their own ruine, and theChurches 
ſafety;as the Leech burſts it ſelf ſometimes, 

and ſaves the patient. The very Earth, 
whereby is meant the carial world,is Taid 
to h:Ip the Woman the Church by ſwal- 
lowing up the flood which the Dragon 


caſts on: of his mouth againſt her *. Juſt as 


the old rags were the inſtruments where- 
by J-rem44h was drawn out of the Dun-' 
geon: EF | 

'2, In the advencerient of the Church, 
on perſons eminent. Abner had'a Plot 
for brinzing Jſrael to David's Scepter, 
which concurred both with Gods pure. 
por _ oi oy 'Prung f:om - 
; ©.  M 


iy ARS * 4 
\', + "on _ pe7 - 
—_— "2 ae *.: 4 
_——_— : 

- 


Divine. Providence. 
'511 cauſe, a.diſdain to be checked by 1/f- 
boſheth, though his King, for an unjuſti- 
fablecatt,for Favin z too. much familiart- 
ty with one of Sax/s Concybines +, And 
from this animoſity he contrives the de- 
poſing of 1þbofteth and the exaltation of 
David, yet difſembles' the -ground, and 
_ pretends the promiſe of God to David,v. 

18. For the Lord hath ſpoken of David, By 
the hand of my ſervant David 1 wil ſave 
my people Iſrael out of the hand of the Phjs 
lmtines. He is the firſt Eqgine that moves 
1n' this buſineſs, and by him and his COrP - 
reſpondents after his death, vp, «7. the 
bufineſs is brought about by Gods over- 
ruling hand,, wherein Gods promiſe is 
accompliſhed , and David a type of 
Chriſt, 'and the great Champion for the 
Chiirch againſt its enemies round about, 
advanced. Very remarkable is 'the- 
' advancement of Awrd:eaz, in order to 
_ the'advancing the Jews as well as pre- 


f 2 Sam; 
3. 6, 7, 8 


9, I'v 


ſerving them, when the necks of all the 


viſible Church God had inthe World, 
were upon the block. Hemar ignorant- 
ly ts'the cauſe of this preferment of Mor- 
decaj, and at that time tao, when he 
came to petition forhis death, Eſther 6. 4. 
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He was come to ſpeck to the king to bang 
Mordecai upon the gallows , which beched 
prepared for him ; The King asks thim, 
what ſhould be done to the man whom 


- - the King delights to honour, v. 16. He 


imagigeth that the Migganion did re- 
ſpect himſelf, lays out a Scheme of what 
honour he was ambitious of, v. 8, 9.which 
was by the King deft ned for Mordeoaj, 
and Heme? made the Herald toproclai 
him: Here Hear, not only a _— | 
man in himſelf, but the greatelt Enemy 
Mord:cai and the whole Churchof God 
had, is made unwittingly an inſtrument 
tocxalt Hordecaz, and in him the whole 
Church of God. SY TO EE®: 

_ .3- TncnriebingtheChurch, or ſome ger- 


\ Jens int, whereby it may become more,ſer- 
viceableto God, How wonderful was it, 
that when the TJ/raelites were abominas. 
ted by the Eggptians, God ſhould fo or- 
der their hearts,that the Fg jptians ſhould 


| Thd12, fend them Goeld'and Jewels *, and a 


them with wealth as well as ſafety ; an 

riot ſo much as one perſon. moleſt the. 
till they arrived at .the Red Sea? _ The 
very gain and honour of the Enemies 
is ſometimes conſecrated. to the Lord 
: fy "SEAT: "s Sena : ; O 
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of the whole Earth, A45cab g. 13: Ariſe 
and threſh, oh daughter of Sion, I will make 
#hy horn Iron, and thou ſhalt heat 5n pieces 
many people, and Twill conſecrate their 
| gain unto the Lord, and their ſubſtance to 
the Lord of the whole earth © This oy 

when manyNations weregatheted a 
Sho, '. If, The' nk 
laid up for the juſt, Pro. 23. '22.: And 
God fometimes makes the wicked unwit- 
tingly to themſelves, in their carking, be 
the factors for good men, into whoſe 
lap. providence pours the fruit -of their 
. Jabour. * God gave Cyrws the ſpoils of 
Babilon, and the treaſures of Creſar, to 
enable him to furniſh the Jews with ma- 
terials for building'the Temple, I/a-45-3, ; 4 
4 and T will give thee the treaſure of dark- 


FE maſa, and hidden riches of ſepret placee, 


{ſpeaking of Cyras hat thow mayeit know, 
_ that Tithe "gy, wbichcall thee b "thy name, 
am the God of 1jracl, for Jacob my ſervants 
ſake, &©c. That he might acknowledge 
-bim the God of //7ael, andlay his wealth 
out inthe ſervice of God, and the fer- 
yite of Jacob his ſervant. 
© 2:As bad perſons, ſo bad things are ors 
fre to o the £00 of phe ctgrch, whether 
| they 
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F Pþ1l. 
To. 12, 
I6. 


they be ſinful evils, or affii@ive. 
. IT. Sz. | 
I. A mans own ſin. Oueſtimns runs from 


his Maſter, and finds a ſpiritual Father, 


his being a runnagate, 1s the occaſion of 
his being a convert. By flying from his 
Maſter, he becomes a Brother in the 
Lord *, What Joſeph's brethren ſintully 
intended for. revenge againſt their bro- 


ther , and ſecurity from their Fathers 


checks, ( who acquainted Jacob with 
their miſcarriages ) God ordered for the 

reſervation of them who were the only 
viſible Church in the World. Their fin 
apainſt their Brother contrary both to 


© __ their intentions and expectations, became 
'-*, the means of their fafety. God makes 


2TI. I0, 


the remainders of finina good man, an 


occaſion: to exerciſe his grace, diſcover 


his ſtrength,and ſhew his loyalty to God. 

2. Other mens ſins. That might be'in 
Sarah but. a heady paſſion, for hearing 
her - Son 'moack=d By I1/omael; that made 
her ſo deſirous to kave the boadwoman 


and her' ſon thruſt out *, but God A 


makes uſe of it to make a ſeparation be- 
tween //2:c the heir of the Covenant, 
and 1/pm:4el, that he might not. be cor- - 
rupted 
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rapted by any evil example from him: 
God orders Abraham to hearken to her 
voice, becauſe in [ſaac his ſeed. ſhould 
be called . And the revengeful threat- «,,. --- 
ning of Eſaw was the occaſion of Facob's 
flight, whereby he was hindred from mar- 
rying with any of the people of -the 
Land by whom he might have been indu- 
 ced to Idolatry *. Why ſhould we miſ: * Ge. 2: 
truſt that God that can make uſe of the 7: 3: 45. 
Luſts of men to bring about his own 'gra- 
cious purpoſes ? | | | 
2. Commotions in the World. There Fo 
1s the eye of God, that eye' which runs : 
to and fro throughout the whole Earth 
in the Wheels of worldly motions, even 
in the moſt dreadful providences in the 
World, that ſtare upon men with a grim | 
countenance *, All the overturnings in * xzzek, x. 
the World ate ſubſervient to the Chur- 28. het 
ches intereſt, though they are not viſibly /,.,2* 
ſo, unleſs diligently attended *. God dreadful, 
orders the ſer: 2 of the world, and py vi 
Is in the midſt of the tumults of the peo- were thi '4 
ple, Pſal. 29, 10, 11. The Lord fits upon & 9*%- 
the flood, yea, the Lord ſits King for ever, j,, on he. 
the Lord will give ſirength to his people, vel. 13. 
the Lord will bleſs his peofle with peace.He **177- 

| fits a 
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fits upon the flood as a Charioteer in his 
Chariot, guiding it. with holy and mer. 
ciful intentions to. his people, to give 
them both ſtrengthand peace in the mid(t 
of them, and as the iſſue of them. By | 
Water and Floods is frequently meant tu» | 
mults and confafions in the World. If it 
were not ſo, why would our Saviour 
encourage his Diſciples and all their Suc- 
ceſſors in the ſame proftfiion, to lift up 
their heads when they hear of wars, if 

* 74.21. their redemption * were not deſigned by 
25,26,27, God in them ? they are all teſtimonies of 
- the nearer approaches of Chriſt in power 
and glory to judge the Earth, and glorifie 
his people. Gods great end in the ſhak- 
ing of Nations, is the. performing thoſe 
gracious promiſes to his Church which 
yet remain unaccompliſht : Theſe earth- 
uakes in the world, will bring Heaven. 
ro the Church. The great .revolutions 
12 the Eaſtern part of the world, the ru- 
ine of the Bab;/cuian Empire, the ereCt- 
ing the Perſ:ar, andall the means where- 
by it was brought about, God ordered, 
God foretold, God direfted for Jacobs 
ſervice. Cyrus led by ambition, levies 
an army agaialt Eabylon; yet though he 
3.2" "0008 
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was a ravenous Bird; he” was to execute 
the Counſel of God, Ifz. 46. 1. calling a 
ravenons bird from the eaſt, the man that 
executeth my Connſel, to be an inſtrumenc 
for the delivery-of the captiv'd Jows,and 
the reſtorer of the ruin'd Femple. He 
had called him out by name' to, make: a 
great revolution of the World. He fore- 
told by his Prophet Iſaiah many years be- 
fore, the means he ſhould uſe in the fiege 
of Babylon to. attain the victory, the 
very dividing Exphrates, which was the 
great confidence of theBebyloniens I[4.44- 
27. that ſay to the deep, be dry, and | will 
dry up the rivers 5 whereby it was as it 


_ . were dried up for them to paſs over z the 


very opening of the gates, I/z. 45. 1. 
and the gates ſpall not be ſhut ; the Baby- 
lanians 1n a preſuamptuous ſecurity had 
left them open, thinking it impoſſible 
the City could be taken, becqulhi of the 
River Enphrates, | will go before thee,and 
make the crooked places ſtraight; and what 
was the end of that great revolation an& 
motion in that part of the World? Sce 
Ifa. 45. 4. For Jacob my ſervants ſake,and 
Iſrael mine eled#, I have even called thee 
by thy name : This prophecy was when. Je- 

BEL ruſalene 
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ruſalem and the Temple were ſtanding; 
God caſts about long before his- people 
needs, for their welfare in the great revo.. 
lutions and changes of the World. In 7/7. 
44. 28. that ſaith of (yras, he is my (hep- 
herd, and ſhall perform all my pleaſure, e- 
wen ſaying to Jeruſalem,thou ſhalt be built, 
and to the temple, thy foundation ſhall be 
laid. Cyrus had no knowledge of this 
end of God ; though thou has? not known 
me, Iſa. 45. 4, 5. twice repeated. Cyrus 
did not know Gad, neither did he know 
Gods end; he as his own purpoſes,and 
is acted by God to higher purpoſes than. 
he underſtood. In all the ſiftings of Na- 
tions, and ſifting the Church among the 
Nations,as Corn is fifted1n a Sieve, God 
deſigns not the deſtruQon of his people, 
but the cleanſing them, the ſeparating 
the lower from the bran. | 
3.Deſirozing judgments, yea,and the wiry 
curſes ſometimes are turned into blcſſrgs. 
, Deſiroying judgments. The delolation 
of the-Jews was not only in order tothe 
falfilling Gods truth in his threatnings, 
but uſeful for the great Goſpel deſign 3 
the fall of the Jews was the calling of the 
Gentiles, Rom. 13. Il, 12. Through their | 
fall . .. 
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Ml Salvation. is come unto the Gentiles : . ; 
And alſo their fall and « diſperſion, among 

the Gentiles, was P 'o pheſied of, as the 
occaſion of their per to God, Exek, 
leaded with Py Fa- 

thers in ; e Waders: 7, fo will 1 Pleadn with 
you,and cakſe gon þ, y; vader the rod; "and 

bring you znto he bond” of the Covontnts 
when they are in the Wilderneſs of Cap- 
tivity, then God ſhall plead with then, 
and make them to paſs under the t od C 
a og ; and bring' them into. ove- 
nant. he like. all (8 ls rope el of 


20. 36, 3 . Like as 


to her, Nod be” in Rv king Mi os, 7 


and then I will go ber. Jo valley of Achor Curſed by 
for a door of hope, *'N Non bu 'God. Fuſe an- 


hath performed his'p 


11-68 \ per, for it 
many of the poſteri ty be 


if Ew edfrercty. 

into the Church, a Ks Maſs of the wrach, for 
Gentiles , 5 rt ob they were di. quiet rp I 
 ſperſed,. - \ will de- 
Curſes,” fometinies as God orders t hem oi 

rove bleſſings. The curſe of ioſpir'd mndſeu- 
"= upan , eps *, was the advantage #er chem 
both of == and the Tjraelites : that ky m{ſracte 

R were 
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. 
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37, 38, 
39, &Cc. 
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were diſperſed among the ſeveral Tribes 


without any univerſal cohabitation as 
the reſt, was 'a curſe: But: that they 


ſhould bethe inſtruiors of the people in. 


the matters of the Law, was an honour 
God put upon the head of that Tribe,and 
a publick bleſling to the people. | 
. 4. Diviſions in, the Church. One would 
think this of | all, other things ſhould 
Take tte foundation oF it; yet God or- 
dttsev ntheſe tothe good of the Church, 
Paul. and Barnabas, two great Apoſtles, 
fe]l out *. the contention comes to be 
very ſharp, a thing naturally of very ill 
conſequence, in, two of the prime guides 


- of Chriſtianity, and at the laying the firſt 


feundation of it ; but the Goſpel gains 
g:ound : One fails to Cyprus, and'the 0- 
t! er. travels into Syrz2a. Perhaps had not 
this quarrel been between them, and they 
thus disjoynted from one another, ſome 
of thoſe poor Souls had. never, or at 
les| not ſo ſoon heard of the Goſpel- 
mercy. TE, T5: | 

'5 ; Perſecutions, Theſenaturally tend 
to the diffolution and utter extirpation 


_ of it, but God orders them otherwiſe, 


Goddoth oftca lay the Scene of his ama- 
50h __ zing 
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Zing providences i in very diſmal afflicti- 
ans :) As the Limner firſt puts on' the 
duky colours, on which he intends to 
draw.the portraiture of ſome illuſtrious. 
beauty. The Oppreſlion of 1/rae/1mme- 
diately before their Deliverance, was the 
dusky colour whereupon God drew thoſe 
gracious lines of their Salvation from E- 
£ypt, the pattern of all the after Delive- 
rances of the Church in all Ages, and a 
Type of our Spiritual Redemption by 
Chriſt. The Humiliation, Perſocution 
and Death of the Son of God, was the 
dusky colour upon which God drew that 
amazing piece of Divine Love and Wil- 
dom in mans ſalvation, which the eyes of 
Saints and Angels will be fix'd on with 
raviſhing admirations to all Eternity. 
All Afiictions in the World, which God 
dothexerciſe the Church with, are parts - 
of his- Providence, and like mournful 
Notes in Muſick, which make the melo- 
dy of. the Tune more pleaſant, and ſet 
off thoſe ſweeter Aires which follow up- 
on. them, Aflictions here. cauſe the 
| Joys of Heaven to appear more glorious 
1athe eyes of glorified Saints. The Per- 


ſecutions of the Martyrs did but highten- / 
—_ their 
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their Graces, ſend them to the place of 
Reſt, and enlarge their Robes of Glory. 
God many times ſaves his People by ſuf- 
ferings, and brings them to the ſhore up- 
on the planks of a broken ſhip, and 
makes that which was the occaſion of 
their loſs, to be a means of their ſafety : 
they ſometimes evidence that which the 
would deſtroy. Herods Murdering - the 
Children to deſtroy him that was born 
King of the Jews, made his Birth more 
Conſpicuousin the World : Snuffting the 
Candle makes it burn the clearer. 
They ſometimes make, 
I. To the improvement of the Church. 
One of the ſoreſt Judgments God 
brought upon the Jewiſh Church, is ex- 
preſly aſſerted by God to be for their 
good ; Fer. 24. 5. ſpeaking of the Cap- 
tiv'd Jews, Whom I have ſent out of this 
place into the Land of the Chaldeans for their 
good. The Chaldeans had over-run' their 
Land, carried them Captives, made them 
Slaves, deſtroyed the Temple 5 yet God 
tells them this was for their good 3 when 
| there was no preſent appearance of any 


good in it. It ſhould be good in reſpe&- |' 


of Gods Favour towards them, which 
xetired 
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retired to return with the greater force ; 
wer. 6. Þ will ſet mine eyes upon ib for 
good, Þ will build them and not pull then 
, down : God would give them a more 
durable ſettlement, In reſpe& alſo of 


that frame of beart they ſhould have to- 


ward God z their-:knowledg of him, 
and cleaving to him : ver. 7. [will: give 
them a: heart to: krow me, and they ſpall re» 
turn to me with their whole heart: God 
had but'a moiety: of their hearts before 
but then he ſhould have the whole. And: 
indeed it was retnarkably for their (good; 
for they: who before | were addicted to 


Idolatry, were never guilty of the ſame. 


fin after; And God kept them from be- 
ing drawn away to it by the example and 
ſolicitation .of thoſe; among whom they 


were. . Thc Church grows by tears, and 


withers. by ſmiles. Gods Vine thrives 
the better' for pruning. Gbd - makes: our 
Peeſecytions fit us for-that far which we 
are perſecuted. As Sarl: by bis perſecu- 
tion-of David for the Title Gad: had-gt- 
ven- him. to-:the Kingdom, made him fit- 
ter to ſucceed him' 1n''the:Throne, and 
manage the Government: God uſes pers 
ſecutors. as lances, which whiles- they 
"POR Ka wound 
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.wound us, let out the purulent and op- 
preſlive matter ; and makes them inſtru- 
ments of his Providence to work out his 
Peoples Happineſs, and. thus makes the 
very wrath-of man to be ani occaſion of 
his Peoples Praife ; Pſal. 76. *10. The 
wrath of man ſball praiſe thee. God doth 
in this.as a Father deals'with his Son,ſends 
him to a ſharp ſchoo], . that he may be 
Trained up in Learning. NO 
2. In the increaſe of the church, The 
J:ws Crucified our Saviour to diminiſh 
the multitude of his followers, 'and by 
this means the number 1s 1ncreaſed. 
The whole World runs after him by 
that means they uſed to ſtop their 
Cofirſe.z' which Chriſt fore-told, that 
when he was lifted up, he ſhould draw 
all men after him 3 And that ' a grainof 
Corn brings not forth mo unleſ; 
it be caſt into the ground, anddye., 
I. In the increaſe of it within its own 
bounds. When'the 1ſraclites were moſt 
oppreſt in Zegpt, the more they multi- 
: plied #.''When the Dragons fury did 
moſt ſwell ' againſt 'the Woman , ſhe 
brought forth a' Man child 4. When 
'the Roman Empire was at the ___ 
II #0 ad 


z 
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nd was moſt enflam'd with Anger. .a- 
gainſt the Chriſtians : Whea 'the Learn- 

of the Philoſophers, the Witchcrafts 
= Hereticks, the Power. of the Empe- 
rors, and the Stretigth of. the, whole 

World was ſet againſt thew, the Chriſti- 

ans grew more ouriſhin and unmerous 

by thoſe very means which were uſed to 

| arftroy them. Not only a new ſycceſſi- 

. onof Saints ſprung np from the Martyrs 
_ Aſhes, but their Flames were the occali- 

_ onof- warming ſome ſo much with a hea- 

venly fire, that ſame perſecutors have 
become Preachers: 'T The eir very bonds 
for the Truth have ſometimes a ſeminal 

Vertue in them to beget men to Faith in 

Chriſt, - ph;l. x. 12. The things which 

| bave happened unto me, have es Ky rq- 

ther to the Ttranls 1p of pipe 'goſt 

2.. In the increaſe of it in other Ede 

Pauls Priſon made. Ye Preaching Fa- 

mous' ih” Rove, and; was an occaſion of 

'bringing Chriſtianity, into Nero's Court, '2Y 

that Monſter of Mankind * 5. oge might * ptr of 

have looked for Saints in Hell: as ſoon : 15, j 

his bonds were as great a confirmation of Phil4-22- 

the Truth of his DoQrine, as his Elo® - %} 

quence. When Say} m: :de hiyock of tte J 

KR 4 Church, 
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Church, and by, that. ſtorm diſperſed the 


Chriſtians, they Jike ſo. many grains , of 


Corn ſcattered in ſerveral parts of a grea- 
ter Field, produced the greater Harveſt, 
As 8. 3, 4. therefore they that were ſcat- 
tered abroad, weiit every where preaching the 
Word. As Clouds ſcattered by the Winds, 


they Rain'd down the Goſpel in ſeveral 


Quarters. The, Fews when ſcattered in 
their ſeveral flights, 'did ſcatter. among 
the Heathen the Notions of. the true Re- 
ligion. When they ſhall go down'tq .E- 
£3pt to ſecure themſelves from :Sexache- 
ribs Invaſion, they ſhall be a- means. to 
make many Conyerts among that Idola- 
trous Nation. Iſa. 19. 18. In that. day 
C the day ofthe Jew Trouble) Janfe fins 
Citics in the land of Egypt ſpeak the Lane 
gnage of Canaan, and ſwear to the Lord: of 
boſts : ſo one expounds it, but I rather 
think it meantof the times of the Goſpel, 
The flight of the 1/-gclires ſhall- he the 
occaſion of ſame Egyptians Converſſon, 


| A poor Slave in Naamans Family was an 


oecafion both of. the cure of his Body, 
and of that' of his Soul 52 Kings 5-2, 3, 


I F+ So much far the | firſt Reaſon, drawn 


from an enumeration of things. * - 
TUBE ALTON | 2» Rea» 


Te * 


dence. is. for the good of the Church is, 
 Recauſe God bath ſometimes preferred Mer- 
cp.to the .Chunch, and Care of it, above. bis 
wp. concernments of Juſtice. He values 
his mercy to them, above his Juſtice. up- 
In ki Enemies. He conſults Fay wy 
befqre, he brings. ruin upon the. Wicked, 
I Ha 6g full. He firſt prepared 
the ark for Noah, and ſees him lodged in 
it, before he begins to ſhowr down  de- 
ſtrution upon the World, He hath - 
ſometimes puniſhed a Nation more for 
their Offences againſt his People, than 
their Sins againſt bimſelf. Awalek was 
guilty of many Idolatries and other fins 
againſt God ; but God chargeth none of 
them upon them, but their malicious hin- 
dring the [ſrae/ztes in their March to Ca- 
aan, 1 Sam. 15. 2. Thus ſaith the Lord 
of Hes, I remember that which Amaleh. 
did to Iſrael, how he laid wait for bimin 
the way when he came up from Egypt. He 
ſhews his love to them,acd how much be 
values them, that when be is ating Ju- 
ſtice, and pouring out his Wrath, when 
| he is (as it were ) cutting and (laſhingon 
all fides, and 15in fury with wicked Men, 
eo cs, _ 


2- Reaſon 3 To prove that. all Provi- Second 


*Ezck 9. 


FI, 
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he hath nothing but ſweetneſs and ten. 


derneſs towards his own. Amos 9.9,1p. 
in the ſifting of 7/-ae/ and the Nations, 
Not the leaſt grain ſhall fall upon the earth. 
AII the ſemnters of my people ſhall dye by the 
ſword. While he thunders out his Fury 
upon wicked Men, he hath his Eyes up. 
ontheleaſt grain of the true I/rael.What 
would it be for God, when he is raifing 
the Glory of his Juſtice upon the People 
that have provoked him, not to regard 


the concernments of this, or that, or ma- - 


ny fincere Souls, but put no ſtop to his 
Fury ? Yet he doth, not a grain ſhall pe- 
riſh. He is more dcftrous to hear of the 


preſcrvation and welfare of a few Righ- 
.teous, than of the juſt Puniſhment of the | 
Wicked wherein his Juſtice is glorioufly 


intere(ſed, The Man cloathed with Lin- 
nen, that was to mark the Mourners, re- 
turn'd ro God, 3nd gave an account that 
he had done according to his Command; 
* - the other five, which were to kill, re- 


turned not to give any account of their + 


ſevere and ſharp proceeding. The An- 
gels that held the four Winds of the 
Earth, Rev. 7. 1. which ſome underſtand 
of Wars and Commotions in the w_ 
, TOT 


were ordered not to let the Winds 


_ their Foreheads: - 


but thoſe. But he takes notice of the 
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for the overthrow of the Romiſh power, 


eill the ſervants of God were ſealed i | 


3. Reaſon 5 God rakes pardieutes 20 Thirdly. 
tice of the meaneſ of his people, and migh- 
tily condeſcendt to them,mmch more of the 
Church. * Tis ſtrange to confider, that the 
Scripture mentions none of thoſe great 
Potentates among 'the Heathen, but ei- 
ther as they were inſtruments of his 
Peoples good, or executionrs of his Ju- 
ſtice upon them; or ſubjefs of his Peo- 
ples Triumph. Cyrus and” Darime are 
mentioned as their friends : Nebachad-' 
nezZzar,and Senackerib,and others,asGods 
inſtruments in ſcourging them *. Che- * Gen , 
dorlaomer andthe other Kings with him, to Eo 
as they were the ſubjefts of Abrahaws' _ .. 
Valour and Triumph. He takes'no ng- | 
tice of the Names of any in his Word, 
but upon ſuch Accounts + Egrxs and Ne-" 
buchsdnezzar had: done, no doubt, many 
aQtions before, but none taken notice of 


meaneſt wherein was Grace, and the 
meaneſt of their concerns - and aQions. / 
#He'mer.tions in his Word Jed +Flocks, þ River in 


&c ercite. 12” 


= 4 — 


* Gen. 
17,1 13 


s* _ 
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&c. things of no great moment the 
ations, , ſpeeches, geſtures of his People, 
to ſhew:; how. his Providence wrought 
for them, and how much he is concern'd 
In the leaſt of their Aﬀairs. But the great 
"bn of. the World;,. their. Original 
and Progreſs, andthe magn nified Founders 

of them, he ſpeaks not of, but as they have 

ſome relation; or other to his People. As 
we.loye to-ufe the games of qur Friends, 

ſo doth God. love the xrelliſh of the names 


_ of his ſeryants. Thename of Noah is re- 


7- peated ſeveral times, asthe Jews obſerve®, 
The Spirit : of God loyes the very men- 
tion'of their names: he delights to dwell. 
ypon the Catalogue of their names, .,. The 
_ Scripture, ules;to reckon the: Genealogies 
© pf-wicked, Men in ſhort.charaQters. Cazvs: 
Generation is nymbredin/haſte, ag if God. 
7- had nocareatall'of them *,. he puts them 
oft with a kind of, + ak But he inliſts- 
much upon the Generation of the Godly, 
Setbs Poſterity, are written-.in- a- larger. 
* ſcrou], and more legible hand *, with.the. 
number of the years, which they lived ; 
which in Cains Polterity there is no.nos+- 
tice taken, of. - His, whole ReſpeR,- bis 
Heart, his Eye, bits All 1s Gxed upon 
them, 
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hem. And Chriſt himſelf ſtands more 

aſtoniſhed, and wondring at the Faith of 

the Centurian, the importunity of the 

Canaanitiſp Woman 3 condeſcends to 

them to grant them what they . would 

have. You never find him taking notice  _ 

of the Learning . of the” Rabbies, 'the- - © * 

Magnificence of Herod, or the' glorious 

Building of the Temple. See how con- 

deſcending God is, to work a Miracle 

for the ſupport and. ſtrengthning of a 

weak Faith, and, the peeviſh diſtruſtof 

his people. Gideons Faith was weak, yet 

how compaſſionate is God towardhim * * 3udes. 

in ordering his Providence as Gideon 3: =. 

would have it, without upbraiding him 3 þave one 

juſt as a tender Mother cheriſhes a weak #me the Þ 

Child. And this Miracle was in order to F247 = 

the Churches Deliverance from apreſent crime wee. 

_ oppreſſive Enemy. Certainly when we G22 

| find God taking care, and ordering even ps, rap 5 
the very Pins, Snuffers and Baſins of 4. * 

the Temple, the place of his Worſhip, 

as well as the more. ſtately Ornaments of 

it ; we may ſay, doth his Care extend to 

the meaneſt Utenſils in his Temple, and 

not much more tothe Worſhjppers in it? 

Doth he give order for the Candleſticks, 

and 
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and will he not have much more care of | 
the lights in them 2? His care to theleaſt, * 
implies his care of the greateſt too. In a 
building, the little ſtones muſt be well 
laid as well as the greateſt. Every Be. 
liever is a (tone in the Spiritual building, 
Foyrthly, 4+. Reaſon, God reveals often to his peo» 
ple what he will do in the world, as if he 
ſeemed to ark their advice; and therefore 
ſurely all his providences ſhall work for 
their good. God would not ſurely ac- 
quaint them, and adviſe with them what 
he ſhould do, did he intend to do any 
. _ thing otheir hurt. There is not any thing 
' _ _  1n th&Heart of Chriſt wherein the Church 

= is concerned, but he doth reveal it to 

8 them, Johr: 15.5. 1 have called you friends; 

] for all things 1 have heard of my Father, 1 
have made known to you 3 he diſcovered 
all to them, the ends of his coming, his 

Fathers love, his death and reſurreGion, 

What he would do after his aſcenſion,the 

- progreſs of his affairs, and the glory of 
Heaven, and the end of al). John muſt 
be the Pen-man of the Revelation, which 
concerned the future ſtate ofthe Church 
in all ages. Joſeph muſt know the inter- 
pretation of dreams in order ta the Chur- 

ches 
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| dches preſervation. Moſes muſt be ac- 
| quainted with'Gods methods inthe 1/rae- 


Dazxiel muſt know the future ſtate of the 
Eaſtern parts of the world ; he muſt know 
the turnings of the times, and the end of 
the World. "Tis to Noah and hone 
elſe, that he immediately diſcovers his 
intended deſtruQion of the World. And 
all thoſe revelations ended in his peoples 
advantage; nay;he doth not only reveal, 


affairs. God doth as it were. unboſom 
himfelf to Abraham, as one friend to ano- 
ther, as it were, adviſeth with him con- 
cerning his intention on Sodom, Gen. 18. 


Abraham the thing which Ido? 3. e. I 


with my Love aad Friend(hip to him, to 
hide any thing from him. And fee the 


ſurely become a great and mighty nation, 


ſed in him. It was firſt his great affeQtion 
to him, becauſe he had advanced him, 
and promiſed that a MightyNation ſhould 
ſpring out of his Loins. And. he had not 
withheld 


but, as it were, conſult with him in his 


- cn "*i==y 
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lites deliverance, with the Egyptians ruine. D-» 10, 


11, 16.20 


17. And the Lord. ſaid, ſhall I bide from + 


. willby no means do it,it will not conſiſt . 


reaſon of it,v.18.ſceing that Abraham ſhall . 


and all the nations of the earth ſhall be bleſ- 


—_ A Diſcourſe of 
withheld from him the ſecret of giving 
the Meſſzas, which was a univerſal blet- 
ſing, and ſo many ages were to 'run out 
before it was to be accompliſht 5 he had 
diſcovered to him his aQts-of mercy, and' 
therefore would not hide from him his 
as of juſtice 3 he would know his mind 
in it, and what he thought of it. And | 
youknow the ſtory, how God regulated 
himſelf by Abraham's prayer, and denyed 

| him nothing, till Abraham left off ſuing 

* Exod. any more.It would make one conjetture; 
32-9» 4 that if Abrahams had proceeded farther, 
the Lord he had quite diverted the judgment from 
Fo Sodom. And when the Jſraelites had pro- 
 Fhave voked God by a Golden Calf, he would 
een _ not do any thing againſt them, till he had 
#7; conſulted Moſes, and therefore layes the 
. - bholditis whole caſe before him, and ſeeks to take 
«ff; him off from pleading with the Lord,and 
people, promiſing to make of him agreat Nation *, 
— - and in ſuch 'terms, that one would won- 
[4 afiol der at. Now therefore let me alone. As if 
that my God did fear Moſes's interpoſition would 
may wax Prevent him and difſwade him from it. 
hee. a, Do not you ſtand in the way ; my wrath 
gzinſ will cool if you interpoſe your ſelf z. as 
" much as to ſay, God could not do it un-. 


leh 
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leſs Moſes gaVe his conſent : Moſes would 
not be quiet, but (pleads rhe providences 
of God which had beenall tor them, the 
| promiſe of God made to Abraham | con- 
cerning them. And he would not leave, 

till God repented of the evil which he 
thought to do unto his people, v. 14. 

If Angels, as Calvin laith, are Gods coun- 
ſellours in Heaven, Believers are ( as It 
wete ) his Counſel!ors on Earth. 

5. God has giventhe choiceſs things. be 
hath to his people, He hath given his Law. 
The Church '1s the Sphere. wherein the 
light of the Goſpel is fixed, and where-. 
in it ſhines; from whence _ beams. do, 
dart out to others. 1/2: 4. out of Sian 
ſhall go forth the law. The oricles of God, 
the great things of the Law, as it is 


phraſed , Hoſe: 8. 12. his Covenang, 


and the counſel of his will, are intruſte 
with the Church. Now ' this being a. 


mercy which exceeds all other things in __ 
the World, is therefore comprehent] Va | 


of all otter; as the greater comprehend 
the leſſer. | And the Pſal miſt conſiders is. 
as the top-ſtone of all blefſings 3 for after. 
ſumming up the Providentes of God, he 
ſhews how God had: diſtinguiſhed Jacob” 
| by more eminent marks of his favour... 


'S Pſal. 
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Pſal. 147. 29, 30. He ſhews his word #0 Ja- 
cob,his ſtatutes and his judgments unto Iſra- 
el, he hath not dealt jo with any Nation ; 
he hath not left ſo rich a Legacy to any, 
or given any ſo much of his heart. Oz 
thers are ordered by the'word of his 

wer, ( for that is meant by word in the 
foregoing verſe); but Jacob hath the word 
of his grace too. And this being the 
choiceſt piece of affeftion which. God 
hath ſhewn to the Church, implies the 


making all leſſer providences ſubſervient 


to it. The Church, wherein God hath 
laid up his Goſpel, and thofe Souls which 
are as the Ark wherein God hath depo- 
fited his Law, ſhall be ſhadowed with 
the wings of his merciful providence, in 
a perpetual ſucceſiian of all true bleſings. 
All the providences of God are. to pre- 
ſerve his Law in the World ; his ſevereſt 
Judgments are to quicken up the Law of 
nature in men that. know no other, and. 


the Law of his Goſpel ia men that fit un- $ 


der it. And he hath given Chriſt to his 
Church, and thereby hath given anear- 
neſt, that. ſtill their good ſhall, be promo« 
ted :*Tis not tobe thought, that God | 
will ſpare any thing elſe, when he hath 
giyen them-his Son. The 


' Divine Providence. 
all providences are for the good ofthe Church. 


glorifying his grace in Chriſt. The whole 
Oeconomy or diſpenſation of the fulneſs 
of time to the latter ages of the World, 
1s for the gathering. all things together 


of the fulneſs of time he might gather toge- 


' are in Heaven, and which are on earth, 
even in him. In him as their head. This 
was the deſign in all his difpenſations, 
both before his coming, and ſince, ever 


it be more manifeſt in the latter Ape. 
_ This the Apoltle repreſents as the main 
purpoſe of God, v. 9. This was the my- 


200d pleaſure. he had purpoſed inhimſelf, 
that is, purpoſed in himſelf, as a thing 
he was mightily pleaſed with 5 and ver. 
1 1; ſaith he,he works all things after, 'or 
xare according to the counſel of his own will, 
or of that purpoſe which he had purpo- 
ſed inhimſelf, to gather all things in one, 
In Chriſt. All the things that God . as, 
. arereferred to this as their end, and 'or- 
SE dered 


259 } 
The Second thing. Ir mwuf! needs be that Secondly. 2 


[ 1. All the providence of God is for the p,,o 


in him, Eph. 1. 10. that in the diſpenſation 


ther in one all things in Chriſt, both which - 


ſince the promiſe made to Adaw, though 


ſtery of his will, which according to his - 
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dered by this Counſel as their rule. As it 


was the deſign of Gods providence to 
make way for Chriſts entrance into the 


World, and all the prophecies in the old 


Teſtament tended to the diſcovery of it 5, 
ſo ſince the coming of Chriſt, the end of 
all is to advance him in reſpedt of his 
head(hip, Eph. 1. 22, 23. and bath put all 
things under his feet, and gave him 10 be 
the head over all things to the Church,which 
7s his body, the fulneſs of him that fills all 
## all. God would advance Chriſt to the ' 
higheſt pitch, v. 21. far above all princi- 
pality and power, both 1n this world,and 
in:the world to come ; and there 1s (till 
a fulneſs ' wanting to Chriſt to compleat 
him, not only a perſonal fulneſs, but a ful- 
neſs belonging to him as a Head, whichis 
the advancement God deſigns him. He 
is already advanced above all principa- 
lity and power. He is already given as 
a Head co the Church ; but the com- 
leatneſs of it is nottill allhis members be 
perfected, to-which all his providences in 
the world doth ultimately tead : There- 
fore if the deſign of God be to honour 
Chriſt, and if the ſpiritual happineſs of 


the Church be part of that Glory and 
*  Fulnefſs 
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fulneſ of Chriſt, it muſt needs be carri- 
ed on by God, elſe he will waat part of 
his compleatneſs as a Head: But this 
| ſhall not be waating, fince, as all things 
| are ſquared according to that Counſel of 
glorifying Chriſt as Head,ſo all things are 
acted for believers by that power where- 
by he raiſed Chriſt from the grave to be 
| their Head, which power is the Copy ac- 
cording to which all a&ts which reſpe& the 
Church, are framed, w -19. and what 3s 
the exceeding greatneſs of his power to us+ 
ward, who believe, according to the working 
of his mighty power, which he wrought in 
(*riit when he raiſcd him uÞ from the dead. 
God intended the good of the Church 
in this very a& of glorifying Chriſt, for 
he is made the head over all things to the _ © 
Church. As 1f God then had preſcribed - -,.. 
him that order, that the glory he gave. 3 
him ſhould be alſo managed for the Chur- 
ches intereſt. Chriſt is Lord of the reſt 
of the World, but Head of the Church: 
All things are under his feet, but are not 
his members ; He is Head over all things 
to the Church, and therefore to evezy 
member of the Church, the leaſt as well 
asthe-greateſt ; and to the whole Church, 
| - even 
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. even that part of it which is on Parth, as 
well as that part which 1s 1n Heaven, who 
are compleated. This Church is the ful- 
neſs of Chriſt, he would be bodyleſs 
without it : therefore ſince Chriſt will be 
a head without a body, if the Church be 
not preſerved ;in order to the preſer- 
vation of it, all things muſt neceſſarily 
concur by the wiſe diſpoſal of affairs. 
. Therefore ſince they are travelling to be 
where their head is, he having the 
government of the world, will make all 
things contribute affiſtance to them in 
their journey ; that Chriſt may have that. 
compleatneſs of glory, which God intends 
". +7, bÞim. He expreſly tells his Father, John 

17.1 1I7. Io. that he is glorifged in his people *. 
ws us ev And at the ſound of the ſeventh Trumpet, 
241 + ond the Kingdoms of this world are to' become 
4 the Kirgdoms of the Lord and of his Chriſt, 
I” and he ſhall reign forever and ever *. 
| Now (ince all the motions 1n the world, 
are, that the Kingdoms of the world may 


' become the Kingdoms of his Chriſt, pe= | 


ceuliarly his, as a being anointed King by 
hm: Tt muſt needs be, that all things 
muſt be ſubſervient one time or other to 


this end, waz. reinthe good of his -people 
doth 
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doth conſiſt ; otherwiſe they would not , 
bleſs God ſo bighly for it as they do *. We Rover , 
give thee thanks, O Lord God almighty, be« © 
cauſe thou baſt taken to thee thy great power, 
and haſt reigned. And where there is a 
reſiſtance of this glory of Chriſt, it 1s a 
. natural effe&t of that ., decree. whereby 
Chriſt is conſtituted King,that the reſiſters 
ſhould be broken in pieces, and daſht_ 
like a Potters veſlel, P/al. 2. 6, 9. and the 
iſſue of all is the bleſſedneſs of hole that 
put their truſt jn him, v. 12, The care 
that God hath of Chriſt and the Church 
 1n the types of them, ſeems to be equal. 
The Ark, which was a-type of Chriſt,and 
the Table of ſhew-bread a figureof the 
. Church, had three coverings, whereas all 
_ thereſt ofthe Veſlels,@*c.belonging tothe 
-  cerimonial part had but two *; Qo the * Nuns. 
Ark there was the vail and covering of $ ” GT» 
badgers skins, and a covering of blew : 
OQa the Table of ſhew-bread there was a 
cloth of Blew, a cloth of Scarlet, anda 
_. covering of badgers skins. . God orders. 
as much for the ſecurity of the Church, as 
for the ſecurity of Chrilt ; therefore the 
ſame things that tend to the glorifying of 
Chriſt, ſhall tend to the advantage of the 
Church. | $4 2. God 
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2. God has given the power of the pro- 
v/dential admi-iStr-tion of things to Chriſt 
zo this very 1d, for the good of the Church. 
If God had conltituted him Hecaa over all 
things to the Church, can there be any 


doubt but that he will manage the Go- 


vernment for that which 1s the principal 
end of his Government, which he hath 
ſhed his Blood for, and which is chiefly 
intended by God who appointed kim # 
1. A!! power of ; zovers ment is given to 
Chriſl. Matth, 11. 27. All things are 
delivered fo me of my Father. Andihe 


' Father judges no man, but hath cammitied 


all judgment to ihe ſon 3 3 Joh. 5.22.that 
3s, the whole Governinent and” Admimi- 
ſtration of Afﬀairs. *Tis not to be un- 
derſtood of the laſt Judgritnt, for then 
it would be a limitation of that word all; 
not that the Father lays aſide all care of 
thirgs, but as tho Father diſcovers him- 
ſeit only in him, ſo he c governs things on- 
ly by him. All this power was commit- 


ted tohim upon his interpoſition after 


the Fall of Man: He was made Lotd and 
Chriſt, that 1s, anointed. by God to the 
Governm ent of the World. . For upon 


Airs 
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J all; Man could not with any Comfort Re. 
have treated with the Father, had not 
Chriſt ſtept in and pleaded for the Crea- 
tion ; whereupon God commits all judg- 
ment 'o the Son, that he might temper it.- 
It was by Chriſt as a covenanting Media» 
tor, that the Earth was eſtabliſhed *. He Ia. 49.8 
had this Government Anciently, and it mn 
was confirmed to him upon his death; 
 Hdleb. 1. 3. Who being the brightneſs ofhis 
glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, 
and upholding all things by the word ofbis 
power. Calvin underſtands the firſt word 
not only of the Deity of Chriſt, but of 
the diſcovery the Father made of himſelf 
in and through him as Mediator. ' The 
latter words ſome underſtand both of his 
Providential and Mediatory Kingdom : 
by the word of his power, this, ſay ſome, is 
referred to the Father, whoſe image Chriſt 
1s, as ating by a delegated Authority 
and Commiſſion from his Father : others, 
to Chriſt; as, that Chriſt upholds or 
bears up all things by his own powerful 
word. Calvin thinks both may be taken, 
but embraceth the ſecond as being more 
encrally received. 
* I may offer, whether it may not be 
meant 
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meant alſo, of the powerful interpoſiti- 
oa of Chriſt as Mediator ; whoſe intereſt 
in God was ſo great, that he kept up the 
World by his powerful Interceſſion, when 
all was forfeited 3 and God pur it upon 
that interpoſition, into his hands as heir 
of all things ;( who having a hand with 
him in , Creation , underſtood both. 
the Rights of God, and the Duty of the 
Creature ) upon the condition of purging 
fn by his. Death, which he did, and 
thereupon went to Heaven to take Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Government, at the right 
hand of God ; ſat dow, took his ſeat at 
the right hand of the Majeſty on high, 
as due to him by Covenant and Articles 
agreed on between them. I know no- 
thing at preſent againſt ſuch an interpre- 
tation of the words ; but I will not con- 
tend about it. All this honour was con- 
firm'd unto him upon his Death. For 
having perform'd the Condition rquiſite 
on his part, God deputes him. and in- 
truſts him with the Government of things, 
that he might order all things ſo, asto 

ſee the full Travel of his Soul. 
2. All this power was intended by God 
for this End, the good. of the Church. Fan 
| | od 
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Church to ſacrifice ſor them, a Prophet 
to teach them; ſo the other Office of 
King is conferred upon him for the ſame 
. end, the advantage of the Church. God 
acquaints us of this End, aimed at by him 
in the Promiſe of the Government to 
him. Fer. 33., 15, 16. I» thoſe dayes, and 
at that time, will cauſe the Branch of righ- 
teouſneſs to grow up to David, and he ſhall 
execute judgment and righteouſneſs in the 
land ; what is the end? In» thoſe dayes 
ſhall Fudah be ſaved, and Feruſalem ſhall 
dwell ſafely, He: ſhould execute Judg- 
ment, that is,, Adminiſter the Govetn- 
ment for the ſalvation of J«dab,and ſe- 
curity of Jeruſalem. It was his Office 
both to build the Temple, and tobear 
the Glory, and to Rule upon his Throne ; 
to be: a Prieſt upon his Throne, to Rule 
as King and Prieſt, Zech. 6. 1 2, 13. He 
ſhall build the temple of the Lord, even he 
ſhall build-the temple of the Lord.The ereQ- 
ing a Church is the ſole work of Chriſt 
by Gods appointment. And he was to 
bear up the Glory of it. He ſhould ruleto 
this End ; for the Connſel of peace ſhall be 

; between them both. If by [ both} be meant, 
the 


God appointed Chriſt a Prieſt for his 
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'the Lord, and the Man whoſe name is 
the Brarich : z it then chiefly aims at our 
Reconciliation, as wrought by Covenant 
between them. If by [ both]be meant the 
two Offices of King and Pricſt, and that 
the counſel of Peace be between them; 
it will extend to all the Bleſſings of the 
Church, to the good and Glory of the 
Church, which 1s the fruit of his Kingly, 
as well as the firſt Reconciliation was the 
fruit of his Pri-ſtiy Ohce. By Peace, in 
Scripture, is meant the confluence of all 
Blefiings ; {> that the 1atent of God in 
| beſrowing thoie Offices upon Chriſt, and 
ſo great a "Ru! c, was for the good and ad- 
van age Of that Ciurchor Temple, which 
he appointed him only to build. And 
in [ſ:iab 11.9. wiere the Prophecy of 
the Government of Chriſt is, the End is 
expre!t to be, that none ſhou!d kurt or 
deſiroy in alt ber h:ly mountain. And cer- 
rainly, ſince God fit him at his right 
hand, and conrfirm'd this power unto 


him, "after he had purged our ſins ; it was | 


certainly out of the high value God had 
for him, and therefore muſt be the intent 
of God, that he ſhould govern all things 


1n reference to the delign of that death, 
and 
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and for the good of thoſe, whoſe fins he 
had by himſelf purged, For the poſlef- - 
fing this Government, was the very end 
why Chriſt died and role again 3 Rox. 

' 14. 9. For tothis end Chri$t both died and 
roſe and revived, that he might be Lord 
both of dead and living. It this were 
Chriſts End in dyipg and riſing, it was. 
his Fathers End too, who appointed 

' him to Death, and raiſed him by his 

| mighty power. And ſince he was delz- 

vered fr our offences.and roſe again for our 

juſtification, K m. 4. 25. The Govern- 
| ment he is inveſted with, being Lordofthe 
dead and of the living, muſt be for the 
fakes of thoſe for whom he was delivered, - 
and for whom heroſe. Hi: Regal power, 
which was one cnd ct his Death, cannot 
croſs the other main end, the conſtitut- 
ing a church,and carrying on the good of 
them that belleve. The Government 
being in the hands not of God as Creator, 
but in and through the hands of a Media- 
tor, and that Mediator which both died 
and roſe again peculiarly for them. 
therefore 1t cannot 1a the leaſt be for 
| their hurt but advantage, The whole 
management of Chriſts Kingly Ofkce in 
relation 
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relation to the Church, is preſcrib'd unto | 
Chriſt by God. God reveals to him what : 


ſhall be done in the World, what aQs {}' 


he ſhall perform for the Church, and 
gives him a Hiſtory of all that was to be 
done upon the ſtage, together with an 
order to communicate it unto his Ser- 
vants, Revel. 1 . 1. The Revelation of Jeſus 
Chriſt, which God gave unto him,toſhew unto 
his Servants | to be communicated to 
the whole Church ] things that muſt ſhort- 
ly come to paſs, Whether this Revelation 
was made to the*' human nature of Chriſt 
at his incarnation, as Tzrinzs thinks, or 
rather upon his aſcenſion, is not material; 
The whole Scheme of what was to be 
done in the World, is revealed here by | 
God to Chriſt: And you find all the mo- 
tions in the World,relating tothe Church, 
and the end of all,is the good of the Hea- 
venly Feruſalem. | 
3. All power thus given, and intended _ 
for this end,is aFually adminiſtred by Chrift 
for this end. Chriſt as the head of the |] 
Church, doth like a natural head :It |] 
never ſees, nor hears, nor exerciſeth any 
at of ſence only for it ſelf, but forthe 
good of the whole Body : The eye watches 
FF for 
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for the body, the Tongue ſpeaks for it, 
the underſtanding: contrives for it 3 eve- 
ry part of the heads aCtive for the whole 
body. Now Chriſt as head is more bound 
to at for the Church militant, than for 
the Church triumphant 3 becauſe the 
greateſt part of his work for the Church 
| triumphant, viz, the bringing them 'to 
Heaven, is already performed. And they 
are above the reach of all things 1n the - 
World, and all the ations and motions 
in the world cannot touch or diſorder 
' them. But the command of God cone 
cerning the other part behind, 1s not yet 
performed , and' even they are the mem- 
'bers of Chriſt, as well as thoſe in Heaven. , 
The Apoſtle * ſeems to refer both Chriſts Spmy 
creation, and the preſervation of things 18. * 
to this title of head{hip. Al] things were 
created by him aud for him, and by him all 
things conſiſt, and be is the head of the body 
the Church, and therefore the conſervati- 
on and government of all things ſhall be 
ſubſervient to the Church, which is ' the 
body of this governing Head. The chief 
. ſeat, Chriſts Soveraigaty is the Church, 
Pal. 2. 6. get have I ſet my King upon my 
holy hill of Sion: And he ſtands upon 
Mount » 
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Mount Sion, Rev. 14. 1. The Church 
is the proper Seat and Metropolis of his 
Empire , the Royal Chamber of this 
Great King. All the conqueſts of Princes 
redound to the advantage of that place 


- Where they fix their Reſidence. He 'is 


King of the World, but for the ſake of 
S7on. Chriſt did manage this charge an- 
ciently for his People 3 when Jofbnab had 
paſſed over Jordan, and firſt entered vp- 
on the conqueſt of Canaar, he fees a man 
over-againſt him with a ſword drawn in 
his hand ; Joſhua 5. 13, 14. And Joſhna 
ſaid unto him, Art thou for us, or for our 
adverſaries ? and he ſaid, Nay, but as 
Captain of the hoſts of the Lord am I now 
core, This was Chriſt that came armed 
for his People, according to his charge, 
as their Captain and General. It was 
not an Angel, becauſe Joſhna worſhip- 
ped him.; ver. 14. An Angel did not uſe 
ro receive any Worſhip from Men ; and 
he accepts the Worſhip, and commands 


him to looſe his ſhooe from his foot, for 


the place- whereon he ſtood was holy ; 
ver. 15. And the ſame Perſon, Joſh. 6. 2. 
is called Jehovah; and there he gives 
him orders how he ſhould manage his 
War 
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rare Chriſt came here to diced | his 
le.in their concerns 3 He -employs 
ifdom for his Church, as well ag his 
Pi excellencies.. He is called a Coun- - 
ſellor*; *tis one of the great Letters in ©1496 | 
his Name: and this, as the reſt there 
mentioned hath a relation to the Church. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Sor 
7s aVbew. And the firſt uſe he makes of 
his Power, after the confirmation of it 
| to us, upon his Reſurrefion, is for the 
| . Church; Matth. 28. 18. All power is 
| given unto me in heaven and in earth ; all 
Authoritative Power over Angels,and the 
affairs of the World; Go you therefore 
and teach all Nations, baptizing theme, . 8c. 
and lo, I am with you always, even unto the A 
4: end.of the World. He commands the A» - 
| ar to gather a Church among all Na- 3 
tions; a and doth, by Vertue of this Au- 
thority commitred to him, promife his 
Preſence with them, in all f;# ch ſervices 
| they ſhould do tothis End, eventothe 
| end &; the World. He promiſes his Spi M- 
rit and his Providential prog ence 5. as 
Power-ſhould endure to the'end of the 
World, fo the exerciſ / of it for this 'End 
frould run 1 Faralle bong the CE: 


/ 


| 3 Thirdly 


A Diſcourſe of 
of it ; There ſhould be no alteration or 
change ia this great end of his, as long 


as the World laſts. How can Chriſt be | 
with them, and that to the end of the. 


world, if all the parts of his providential 
government were not ordered to ſerve 
this end, the good of the Church? For 
the Church is the ſulneſs of him that fills 
all in all, Eph. 1. 23. that fills all in all 
places, all in all ations and motions, for 


the good of his Church,which 1s his body. 


3. God inthe church diſcovers the glory 
of all bis attributes. 'Tis1n a mans houſe, 
where his riches and ſtate is ſeen : "Tis 
in the Church God makes himſelf known 
ia his excefency more than in. all the 


world beſides. Pſal. 76. 1. In Judah is 


God known, his name is great in Tjrael, in 
Salem alſo is his tabernacle, and his dwel- 
ling place in Sion. Tis ig his Church 
he doth manifeſt his power : 'Tis called 
therefore « glorious high throne, Jer. 17. 
12.. a glorious kigh throne from the begin» 
#ing.is the place of our ſanFuary. Kings 


ſty upon their Thr 
Heaven is called Go 


uſe to diſplay all heo Glory and Maje- | L 


becauſe 


nes 3 in this ſenſe FÞ 
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ower of God, more than in any other 
viſible thing, both in their eſſence, mag- 
nitude and motion? Sois there a greater 
diſcovery of Gods attributes 1n the 
Church (which is alſo ſtiled Heaven in 
Seriptiire) than in the whole World be- 
| fides : There it is that the Angels look 
to learn more of the Wiſdom of God than 


they underſtood before *. "Tis there the * Egþ, 5: 
day of his power dawns, Pſal. 110.3." Tis 10, 


there his Saints ſee his power and his glo- 
ry, P/al. 63. %. the SanQuary is called 
the firmament of his 'power, ?ſal.150.t: 
The glory of Gods attributes is centered 


.. In Chriſt in a higher tnannet than in the 


creation, and in that work | did excel 
| themſelves in what they had done in the 
| framing of the world ; and the Church 
being the glory of Chriſt, all thoſe attri- 
butes which are ' glorified in Chriſt, do 
in and through him" ſhine forth atore 
4 clearly upon the Church, thati upon any. 
4 other part of the world. He ſtiles him- 
+ flftheir Creator, as much as theCreator 
 F of the whole frame of Heaven and Earth, 
7 T7. 43: 15. Tam " Lord, your holy one, 
| 2 the 
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becauſe the proſpe@ of the Heavens af- 
fords us diſcoveries of the wiſdom and. 


- 


Fourthly. 


' counſel them *: And when all theſe Re- } 


one relation where there is affeQion, is a } 


A Diſcourſe of 1 
the Creator of Iſrael, your King. As though '}- 
all the attributes of God, his Power ww. F 
Creation, his Holineſs in redemption, were Þ} 
deſigned for none elfe but them. And Þ} 
imdeed by virtue of the Covenant, they |} 
are to be ſo; for if God.be their God, | 
then all of God istheirs. What wiſdom, 
ower, ſufficiency, grace, and kindneſs he. 
hath, Is nates for them. If God be } 
their God, it is mn therr-concerns he wilt | 
glorify himſelf as a God, in the manifeſta- /} 
tion of all his perfeQions. . This caynot Þ} 
be without the ordering all providences |. 
for their advantage. : 
4. There is a peculiar relation of God |} 
and C briit to the Churchzupon which ac- | 
count this DoQtrine muſt needs be true, 
God is ſet out in all relations to manifeſt F 
his great care of his people. He 1s a Fa- '} 
ther to provide for them *. A Mother Þ} 
to ſuckle them *. Chriſt is a Husband to |. 
love and prote& them #. A Brother to }F 


lations meet in one and the ſame perſon, Þ 
the reſult of it mult be very ſtrong, Any Þ 


great ſecurity; but here all the relations 
are twiſted together with the higheſt af- 'F 
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fetions of them in God to the Church.” 


A Father will order al for the good of. 

his child; a Mother for her Infant ; a' 
Husband for his Wife; and one kind' 
Brother for another 3 So doth God for 

his Peoplez and what ſoever thoſe Rela- 

tions bind Men to on Earth, in reſpe& of 

Care, Love and Faithfulneſs, that is God 

to his Church. The Church hath that 
Relation to God, which none in the 
World have befides. "They are his Jew- 

els, therefore he will keep them; they 

are his Children, therefore he will ſpare | 
them *. They ſhall have prote&ion from * Mz. p- 
7 os as they are. his Jewels, 0d come” mW 
ion from him as they are his Sons. The 
Church is Chrilts Fleſh, as dear to him 

as our fleſh, is to us 5 as much his as our 

fleſh is ours» Eph. 5. 2 9. No man bates his 

own fleſh, but nouriſhethit, as Chriſt doth bis 
Church. No man can have a higher value 


" 


 forhis own fleſh, than Chriſt hath for his 


Church. The Church, as Tertulliaz ſpeaks, 
is nothing elſe but Chriſlus explicatus, 
Chri$f unfolded; and as confidered in union 
with Chriſt, is called Chrii7; 1 Cor. 12, © 
12. 'Tis the Apple of his eye z Zech. 2. 8, 

' A tender and beloved part. The Church 
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is Chriſts Spouſe 3 the contradt is made, } 
the Efpouſals ſhall be at the laſt Day, # 
the Members are pick'd out one by one Þ} 
| to be preſented to the Lamb at laſt asa - 
Glorious Bride for him, Rev. 21.2. | Þþ} 
|  Andall Godsdealings with them in the | 
World, are but preparations of them for | 
that State. Upon the making of the | 
Match, God promiſes a communion of 
Goods : I Hoſ. 2. 20. I will even rag 
thee unto me in faithfulneſs, which is 
fruit of Marriage, the Wite being inveſt. 
ed in her Husbands Eſtate. When God } 
hath given the blood of his Son for the | 
Church, he will aot deny her the ſervice | 


of the Creatures, but Jointure her in l = 


that as one part'of her Dowry. In that 
day will I hear the heavens,&c, ver. 21.1n | 
what day? in the day of betrothiog, . in | 
the day of the Evangelical Adminiſtra- 
tion ; when the contra ſhall be made } 
between me and my Church. Heavens, Þ 
Earth, Corn, Wine, and Oil ; the voice | 


and motions 'of all Creatures are for Jem 3 


reel, which ſignifies the ſeed of God. This 
great Prince he hath a care of all hisſub-- | 


and Frincels, which 1s his' ſeed too; 
and' 


jefts, ſo more peculiarly of his Spouſe 1 | . 


Drivine Providence. 
and all Creatures ſhall be her Servants. 
This Fatherly Relation and AfﬀeCtion 
is trong and pure, not as the love which 
ads an ambitious man.to Ambition, or a 
covetous man to Wealth, which reſpets 
nothing but the graſping and poſleſſing 
the Objects they dote upon, and have 
nothing of love for the Objeds them- 
ſelves, therefore deſerves not the name of 
Love. But it is the love of a Father, 
whoſe love is' pure towards his children; 


He ſecks their good as his own. 


Conſider theſe two things. 
I. God hath apeculiar love to this very 


Relation, and often mentions it with de- 
_ light, as if he loved to hear the ſound of 


it 1n his own Lips : Cart. 8. 12, My vine» 
. gard which is mine, is before me, Me, My, 
"Mine. The Church is always under 
his Eye, ſeated in his Aﬀe&ion 3 and 
God is pleaſed with his propriety in them. 
God never calls the World, My World, 
though he created it ; ſometimes he ſaith, 
the Earth is mine, but jt is either to 
check the preſumptions of Men, who 
aſcribe that to themſelves which is due to 
the firſt Cauſe z Or to encourage his 

Een T4 ' People 
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Peoplein the expe&ation of Deliveratice, 1 


becauſe all things in the Earth are at his | 1 8 


beck: Or to ſhew his own ſufficiency, 


without the ſervices of his people; as , + 


when he ſaith, the Earth is mine and the 
fulneſs thereof: but'it is never mention- 
ed in ſuch a way, as to diſcover any 
pleaſure he hath 1n the Relation between 
him and it, fimply conſidered ; but M; 
Vineyard, My People, My Children, 
My Jewels, My SanQuary, very. often. 
So much'doth God eſteem his Propriety 
in them. -- -- : ES 


' 2. This Relation is prevalent with God 4 


in the higheſt Emergencits and Diſtreſſes of - 

bis People. The very conſideration that *' 
they are his People, kindles his AﬀeQion, 
and enlivens his Strength for them. 1ſa. 
63.8. And he ſaid , Surely they are my 
People, Children that will not le; ſo he © 
was their Saviour, Godis brought in, as Þ| 
one that had heard the cries of his } 
' Church, and:had not been moved 3 but 
when he recolle&s himſelf, and. conſiders } 
that they were his People, and that he | 
Was in a ſpecial manner related to them, } 
he became their Saviour ; He could no, : 

F EE, | . longer : 
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 Jonger bear it, bur ſtirs up himſelf to re- © 
lieve them. Nay, it harh ſo ſtrong an 
influence upon him; that if this Note be 
often ſounded 'in his Ears, it- doth asit 
were change his Voice; and when- be 
ſeems to have a mind to caſt them off, he 
cannot.. Wheri Iſrael had. offended by 
erecting and worſhipp ping a golden Calf 
he calls them no more his People, but 
Moſes People ; Exod. 32. 7. And the 
Lord ſaid unto MeſeGoget thee down, for 
thy people which thou bronghteſt- ont of the 
land of Egypt have corrupted t exſelves. As 
though God had not been concerned 1 - 
this Miraculous condu&t out of - 
And ver. 9. this people 3as if he had Hg 
no intereſt in them, but. particularizes 
them with diſdain. God had here 
difcarded' them, and turn'd them over 
upon Moſes's hands, as ifhe would have 
no longer any thing. to do with-them' 
but Moſes in Prayer turns them upon 
God again, and would not own them as 
his, but pleadsthat they were God's pro- 
per Goods ; ver. 11. Lord why doth thy 
' wrath wax bot againſt thy ich thou 
baft bronght forth ont of "the land of Egypt? 
Fog ver, 17. . "gel thy People; and God 
| at 


Fiftby, 


A Diſcourſe of 


at laſt reſumes his former Notes, ver. 14, 


And the Lord repented him of the evil 1 


he thought to do unto his people. Now - 


they are Gods People again; the repeti- 
tion .of this Relation, is a powerful Rhe- 
torique to perſwade him to own them 
again, which he had caſhiered and turn- 


"NS -- :-- 


5. The whole intereſt of God in. the 
World lies in his Church and People. He 
ſees lictle of himſelf in any part of the 


- corrupted World, but oaly in them. 'Tis 


in' the Church he hath put his Name ; 
'Tis there he ſees his [mage, and there- 


fore places his love there; agd ſhall all. 


this ggifie nothing ? Shall the Governour 
of the World let things go contrary to 


his own intereſt > They are like to him 


in that which is one of his greateſt per- 
fetions, viz. his Holineſs ; which gives 
him a greater intercſt in them. "Tis his 
Intereſt that is oppoſed, by an oppoſition 


| to the Church. All the hatred any bear, 


it grows from the inward root of enmity. 
againſt God himlelt;, P/al. 44+ 22. Tea, 
for thy ſake are we killed all the day long, 
God ſurely will concern himſelt 'in the 


"oy hurches 


ple, Jacob is the lot of bis inheritance. Eye- 


. which belongs to the Inheritance, is the 


Church. If the Church ſhould be de- 


Divine Providence. | _— 
Churches intereſt, face it is his own. His. 
Jaterelt lies, 


I. In the perſons of his People. *Tis 
his Inheritance *. . It 1s his Portion *, 3 19. J 
Dent. 32. 9. Tee Lords portion is his peo- _ Dent 32: 3 


ry part of an inheritance, and a portion, 
doth as particularly belong to the owner, 
as the whole. Every part ofthe ground 


Heirs, as well as the whole Field. He 
will not ſuffer the World, which is but 
the work of his hands, to lay waſte his 
Church which is his proper inheritance 
*'Tis his Treaſures and where a mans trea- 
ſure is, there is his heart ; and where 
Gods Treaſure is, there is Gods heart. 


2. In the ſervices and ations of the 


ſtroyed, whom hath God to love and 
imitate him, and te@'ſhew forth his 
Glory : > If the Candleſtick is broken, 
what is fit to hold out theli ght to the 
World ? He hath none in the World be- 
ſides, thar do intentionally No his Ho- 
nou, that take pleaſure in glo:itying his 
Name, 
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A Diſowſe 4 | 
Name, and _writing after his Copy, and 
obſerving his Works. And will it ſtand 


with his 1atereſt togovern things contra- | 
ry to theirs, which isreally his own? * 


When God had made the World, and 
pronounced it good, what would it 'have 


fgnified, if he had not brought in manas 


bi Rent-gatherer, and the Colleor of 


| his Tribute, to return it to him? And 


what would Manſignifie ? fince the cor- ' 
rupted World embezles that which is 


'Gods Right, and turns it to itsown' uſe; 


if God had not ſome honeſt ſtewards, 
who faithfully a& for bim, and give him 
the Glory of his Works? And God will 
ſpare them as a man ſpares his own Son 
that ſerves hin. God hath no volantary- 


ſervice in the World but from them ; 1 
"therefore he is more intercſſed in their 


good, than in the good of the ' whole © 1 
World beſides. The ſervices of the _: 
Church, are all the delight God hath'in 


the World 3 Hof. 9. 10. 1 found Iſrael 


like grapes in the wilderneſs, I ſaw your - 
thers as the ſrrit ripe in the figtree at her fir 

time. They are as the refieſbiing wir | 
and Grapes, as the delicious fruit of the 
farſt ripe Figs 2 3 wherewith a weary Tra- 
veller 


\ 
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veller recruits his Spirits after a long and 
tyring journey. And God hath a greater 
5 Cdaclight inthe fruit he receives from the 
I Chixch, than init ſimply as it is bis inheri- 
1 trance; for no inheritance' is valued but 
1 for the fruit and revenue it yields; and 
| therefore God orders all his blackeſt pro- 
1 vidences in the World, like dark douds 
4 'tobe. the watering pots of this his Car- 
4 den; that the Fruit and Flowers of it 
may be brought to maturity, which yield 
him ſo much pleaſure and honour. God 
| only is acknowledged by them and .in 
| them, as the Jews were bound to ac- 
knowledge God the Author of their mer- 
cies, by preſenting the firſt fruits of their 
increaſe to God. And Believers are 
_— ſo, Rev. 14. by Troy redeeme 
ea 1r0m among men ng the its to 
| rom, the Lamb. *Tis by CY rad 
that God hath the 2clinowlitinde of 
all his merctes and bleſſings to. the 
World. 


.-3&% 


6. It cannot be but all the PEST F HC of Sixtbly. 
Godſhall work to the good of his Church, 
zf we confi ider the affetions of God. 


1. Fs 
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 .. A Diſeomrrſe of 
' I, His love. What hath God in the {| 
World as an obje& to beſtow his affe&i-, ! 
ons upon, and communicate the rayes of : 
his love unto, fince he created it, but 
his Church? The men of the World 
hate him - He can ſee nothing amiable in 
them ; for what was firſt lovely, they 
have defaced and blotted out ; but the 
Church hath Gods comlineſs put upon 
her, Ezek. 16. 14. #t was perſe@ through 
*y comlineſs which Thad put »pox thee, ſaith 
the Lord God ;, and hedid not lay thoſe 
glorious colours upon her, to manage his 
goveryment, or any part of it, againſt 
her, to deface her. . Befides their loveli- 
neſs which: is conferred upon them by 
God, they have a love to God, and no 
man willa& againſt thoſe whom he thinks 
to be his friends. God being purys aFus, 
there being nothing but purity and adti- 
vity in God, his love muſt be the pureſt 
and higheſt love, the molt vigorous and 
glowing : As fire which ſets all other 
Bodies, ſo this all other powers in the 
World in motion for them. God can- 
not love them, but hemuſt wiſh allgood 
to them, and do all good for them; for 


his love is not a lazy love, but hath its 
raptures 


DT 


Divine Providence 
raptures and tenderneſs, and his affeCti- 
on is twiſted with his Almighty Power 
to work that, good for them, which in 
their preſent condition in the world 
they are capable of. Now it is certain God 
loves his Church : For, 


1. He carries them in his hand *, and * Dewe. 
that not in alooſe manner to be caſt out, 73 3 
bat they are engraven upon the palms of 
his hands *, that he cannot open his* b 4% 

hand to beſtow a bleſſing upon any per- 


ſon, but the pifture of his Church doth 
dart in his eye; God alludes to the Rings 
wherein men engrave the image of thoſe 


that are dear to them. And the Jews 
did in their captivity engrave the Effi- 


ies of their City Jeruſalem upon their 


on . 6 * *Sandti- 
ings, that they might not forget it *, A 
49- 16. 


If his eye be alway upon the Church, his 
thoughts can never be off it in all his 
works. 


2. He loves the very gates and outworks. 
P/al. 87. 2.the Lord loveth the gates af Sis 
on. He loves a Cottage where a Church 
1s, more than the ſtately Palaces of Prin- 
ces, The gates were the places where 
they 
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they conſulted together, and pave judge 
ment upon affairs : God loved the afſem- ! 
blies of his Saints, becauſe of the truths 
revealed, the ordinances adminſtred, the 
worſhip preſented tohim. 


3. Nay one Saint is more valued by bim © 


than the whole World of the wicked. God © 


is the God of all Creatures, but peculigr- 
ly the God of Abrahaw, and of his ſeed, 


One Abraham is more deeply roated in 
- his heart, than all the World 3 and hedorh 


more entitle himſelf the God of Abrabam, 
than the God of the whole World ; for 
in that ſtyle he ſpeaks to [ſaac, Ger.2 6, 
24.1 am the God of Abraham thy Father, 
much more the God of/rae! ; The God 
of the whole Church, of which Abrabaw 
was but. a member, thaugh the Father of 
the faithful, and a Feoffee of the Cove-- 
nant. God hath a greater value for one 
fincere Soul, than for a whole City. He 
faves a Lot, and burns a Sodom: Yea, than 
for a whole World, he drowns a World, 
and preſerves a Noah. He ſecures. his 


Jewels, whilſt he flings away the pebbles. 


4+ He loves them ſo, that he overlooks 
| their 


Divine Providence. 298 . 
their crabbed and perverſe miſconifru@Gions 

of his providence. When the [/raelites bad 
jealous thoughts of him, and of Moſes his 
inſtrument, when they ſaw that mighty 
Egyptian Army juſt at their heels, and 
themſelves cooped up between Mounrains, 

Forts and Waters, God :doth not upon. 

this provoking murmuriag draw up his 

cloudy Pillar to Heaven, but puts itin 

the rear of them, when before 1t had * Exod, 
marched in the van *, and. wedgeth him- 74 29: 
ſelf in between them, and Pharaoh's en» 
raged hoſt, to ſhew, that they ſhonld as 
ſoon (heath their ſwords in* his heart, 

as in their bowels; and if they .could 
ſtrike them, it ſhould be through his own 
Deity, which was the higeſt expreſſion 

of his affe&ion : And though they often 
murmured againſt his providence after 
they were landed on the ſhore, yet he 
left them not to ſhift for themſelves, but 
bore them all the way in , his arms, as a 
Father doth his Child *; and bare them, _ 
like an Eagleupon his Wings*. and God ,. _- 
loves them magnificently and royally, * Deur. / 
Hof. 14. 4 1 will love them freely * with- * Hoſes 
out any doubting, without any reluctant» 14.4. » 
cy. I will love thee wirbout-any repug- D272 - 
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riancy in my heart, to draw me back from 
thee; for mine anger is turned away, as the 


ftreams of a River, quite another way. 
Now all this conſidered, can the Gover- 
nour of the World, the King of Saints, 
act any thing againſt his own affeRions ? 
Yea, will he not make all things ſubſer- 
yient to them whom he loves? 


2. His Delight. See what an mun- 
dation of (weetning joy there was in him, 
for which he had not Terms of Exprefli- 
on to ſuit the narrow apprehenſions of 
Men; Zeph.3. 17. The Lord thy God in 
the midſt of thee is mighty, he will ſave, he 


will rejozce over thee with joy, he will reſt 


in his love, he will joy over thee with ſirg-' 
ing, He ſeems in his expreſſion to know 
no meaſure of his delight in the Church, 
and no end of it 5 I will rejoxce over thee 
with joy : Joy ſparkles up treſh after joy * 
"Tis his reſt where his Soul and all that 
is within bim centers it, ſelf with infinite 


contentment. Joy over thee with ſinging 3 


A Joy that bloſſoms into Triumph. Ne- 
ver had any ſuch charming tranſports in 
the company of any he molt affected, as 
God hath in his Church he doth ſo de- 


light 
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light i in the graces of his People, that he 
delights to mention them. . He twice , 
mentions Exochs walkirig with him * .'And Php: 5 
certainly God cannot but _—_ init 
more than in the World, becanſe it is a 

| Hole off greater pains than the Creation 

of the World. The World was created 

inthe ſpace of fix daies by a'Word 3 the - 
Erc@ing a Chutch 'hath 'coſt God more | 

Pains and Time. Before the Church of - 

the Jews could be ſettled; he had both a 

conteſt with: the Peeviſhnel(s of his Pe6- 

ple, and the Malice” of their Enemies: 

| And his own Son muſt bleed and dye, 

| before the Church of the Gentiles could 

| be fixed. Men delight in that which 

| hath coſt them much Pains, and a great 

| . Price. God hath been at too much Pains, 

and Chriſt at too great a Price, to have 

| finall delight in the Church ; will he then 

| Tet wild Beafts break the Hed , and 

[- tread down the fruit of ir ? ſhall not all 

| things be ordred to the good of that 

BM which i is the Obje& of his ye delight 

in the World? 


7. The preſence f Ged ih his Church will Sevencbly. | 
I REA all providence tend to the good of it. 
S - | V 2 It 
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Te would be an idle uſeleſs Preſence, 
if it were not operative for their good. 
The Lord is there, 1s the very name of the 
* E/a48. Goſpel Church * ; what would it fignifie - 
if it were an uſeleſs. Preſence > Chriſt 
ftands upon Mount $79, his Throne is 
in the Church, when the great things m 
the World ſhall beaGted for the Ruin, 
wrvel, Of Antichrilt*.. Gods Preſence in his 
14-1. Church, is the Glory. and Defence of it ; 
As the preſence of the King is the Glory 
of the Court, Lech. 2. 5, For I, ſaith the 
Lord, will be unto her a wall of fire round 
about, and will be the glory in the midſt of 
her. His preſence is a Covenant-preſence. 
Iſa. 41. 10. Fear not, ] am with thee 5, be 
not diſmayed, for I am thy God + whence - 
follows Strength, Help and Support ; I. 
will ſirer gthen thee, yea, 1 will belp thee, yea, 
1 will uphold thee, with the right hand. of | 
my Righteouſneſs : that is, with wy Righ- 
teous Power, with my power engaged to 
thee in a Righteous Covenant. His Pre- 
ſence and Providence inthe World, isin 
a way of Abſolute Dominion 3 but. in his | 
Church, in a way of. Federal Relation. | 
He is the God of {jrael, and-God 70 I/ra- 
* 1 Chro. |e], or for Iſrael *; yea, and a Gad 7» the || 
Cm midſt | 
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midſt of Iſrael. Every one of them ſuf- £ 
ficient engagements to prote& Jjrael, . 
and provide for Iſrae!, and govern 
every thing- for Tſraels good. God 

| js under an Oath to do good to [ſrael; 
will he violate his Oath? tear his Seal ? 
break his Covenant, who never broke 
his League with any of his people - 
yet? 


8, The Prayers of the Church. have a Eighth: 
mighty force with God to this end, God is 
entitled a God hearing Prayerzand what 
prayers ſhould God hear,if not the pray- 
ers of his Church, which aim at Gods 
Glory in their own good'? Though the 
| prayers of the Church may in ſome par- 
| ticular fail, yet in general they do nat; 
becauſe they ſubmit their defires to the 

Will of God, which always works. what 
isbeſt for them, 

When God would do any mighty 
work inthe World, he ſtirs up his people 
to pray for itzand their prayers by his own 

appointment have a mighty influence 

. upon the Government of-the Warld : 
For when they come before himin be- 
half of the Church in general, he doth 

Ws TX "= 
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4 In dulge them a greater liberty and bold- 


neſs, and as it were a kind of Authority 
over him, than npon other occaſions of 
their own: 1a. 45. 11. Thus ſaith the 
Lord, the holy one of lſrael, and his maker, 
ark of me things to come, concerning my 
ſons, and concerning the work of my hands 
command you me, God would be more 
poſitively, confidently, and familiarly 
dealt with,about the concerns of his ſons, 
though they were things to come to paſs 
in after Ages. And indeed the prayers 
of the Church have a powerful and invi- 
ſible efficacy on the great aCtions and 
overturnings which are'in the World. The 
Being of the World 1s maintained by 
them from ſinking, according to the Jews 
ſaying, fre ſtationibns non ſubſeſteret mun- 
dus; (ſtanding in prayer was their uſual 
prayer-geſture.) And that they have 


atually ſuch a force, is evident, Rev. 8. 3, | 


4. An Angel hath a golden Cenſer with 


Incenſe, to offer it with the prayers of the 


Saints, upon the Altar which was before 
the Throne. And ver. 5. the Cenfer 
wherein their prayers were offered, was 
filled with the fire of the Altar, and caſt 
2nto the Earth 3 and there were Voiecs, 

| C. Thun- | 


? 
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Thundriogs, Lightnings, and Earthquakes. 
When the prayers of the Saints were of- 
fered to God, and aſcended up before 
him, that is, ( were very pleaſing to him:) 
The iſſue is, the Angel fills the Cenſer 
with fire of the Altar, and thereby cau-- 
ſes great commotions and alterations in 
the World ; ſignifying, that the , great 
changes of the World are an anſwer un- 
to thoſe prayers which are offered untg 
God ; ; for fire is taken from that altar up- 

on which they were offered, and flung 
into the World. And it muſt needs be 
that the prayers of the Church ſhould 
have an iofluence on the government of 

the World. | 

I. Becauſe God hath a mighty Jelig! F: 
in the prayers of his people. Theprayer of 
the upright is his. delight, and he loves to 

hcar the Churches voice, Cant 2. 14. 

Q my dove, let me hear thy voice ; for ſweet 
is A woice ; {CNA ] thy voice is ſweet . 

1n prayer. In the times of the Goſpel 

God promiſes that the offerings of Ju4gh 

and Jeruſalem ſhould be pleaſant to him, 

Mal. 3. . 4. When Chriſt ſhall fit as are- 

finer, v. 3. what is the iſſue of thoſe. 

| V 4 prayers 
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prayers, 2.. 5. { will come near to you to 
Judgment, and I will be a ſwift witneſs a- 
gainſt the ſorcerers,&c.Prayer awakes pro- 
 vidence to judge the Enemies of the 
Church. A Parent delights, not m the 
bare crying, or the voice of his Child 
ſimply conlidered in 1t ſelf; but in the 
fignifications and efte&s of it. He de- 
lights in che matter of their prayers, it 
being ſo agreeable to his own heart and 


will, and in the ſence they have of the 
ſufferings of the whole body. | 


2. Becauſe Prayer is nothing elſe but a 
pleading of Gods promiſes. Unto this they 
are directed by that Spirit which knows 
the mind of God, and Marſhals their pe- 


titions according to his will, Now as 


God turns his -own decrees and purpoſes 
concerning his Church into promiſes to 
them, ſo the Church turns thoſe promi- 
ſes into prayers for:them : So that promi- 
ſes being for the good of the Church, 
and there being an exa&t harmony be- 
' tween thoſe promiſes and the Churches 


prayers, all thoſe proyidences which are 


the iſſue of thoſe promiſes, aud the an- 
{wer of the Churches prayers, mult _—_ 
EEE « | | | C 


Divine Providence, 297 "I 
be for the Churches good. 1 Fl 


3. Becauſe there are united ſupplications 
and pleadings both in Heaven and Earth; 
all the hands of the whole Family in Hea- 
ven and Earth are concerned - in their 
petitions. CO ig Fo 


x. Chriſt intercedes for the Church, who 
alwaies- defires mercy and - deliverance 
for them in the- appointed time, Zech. 
1.12. How long wilt thou not have mercy 
on Jeruſalem 2and the iſſue is alwayes gra- 
cious : For, v. 13. God anſwers him with 
good and comfortable words; and theres 
upon Carperters are raiſed to cut off the 
borns which had ſcattered Judah, v. 20. 


2. Angels in all probability plead for the 
Charch, as we have already heard : Tis 
likely they offer and preſent that to God 
which makes for his glory, and that 1s 
the good of the Church. Angels ſurely 
delire that which their Head doth, who 
1s * deſcribed as one of their own order, ,.,., 
and called an Angel. Do: they rejoyce x. x2. ; 
at the repentance of a ſinner, and do it} 
they not - likewiſe triumph at the happi- ] 

; 4 - | . | neſs 
| 
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neſs of the Church, which is part of that 


Family they areof? And we know, that 
the greatneſs of our joy is ſuted to the 


meaſure of, our deſires ; where our joy is 


moſt triumphant, it implies that our de- 
ſizes before were molt vehement. 


3. Glorified Saints are not ſurely behind. 
The rich man in the Parable deſired his 
Friend on Earth might not come into 
that plage of torment *. If there be fo 
much charity in Hell, can there be leſs in 


Heaven 2? If he defired it, that by the 


preſence of his companions in fin, his 
own torments might not be increaſed; 
Do not the Saints in Heaven deſire: the 
preſence of the whole Church, that their 
happineſs in that of the whole body may 
be compleated ? If the Head Chriſt be 
not compleat without the body, the 


members of the body cannot be compleat - 


without one another, The ſouls of them 
that were ſlain for the word of God, 


_ cry under the Altar for vengeance on 


them that dwell on the Earth, as Revel;' 


6.9, and 10. How long, O Lord, holy and 
irue, doi# thou not judge and avenge our 
blood on them that dwell onthe earth 2 Will 

0 nt 


/ |. 


not their kindneſs to their fellow-mem- 
bers, be as ſtrong as their-juſtice > And 
their love for the good of their Friends 
draw out their prayers as well as their 
defire of vengeance on their Enemies ? 
Why may they not as well pray for us, 
as we praiſe God for them? Had they 
not ſome likeneſs to their' great Maſter 
whilſt they were on Earth? and ſhall 
they not be more like to him now they 
are in Heaven, and behold his face, and 
feel all the ſtirrings of his heart? And if 
they have no ſence at all of the Churches 
ſufferings, how ſhall they be like to him 
who hath ? As their bale ſhall be like 
the glorious body of Chriſt at the reſur- 
reQion, are not their Souls now like his 
glorious Soul ? merciful, and compaſſio- 
nate, and ſympathizing in all the affliQi- 
ons of the Church? and can this be with- 
out ſome breathings fora full compleating 
of the Churches freedom ?Are ſich deſires 
and pleas any hindrance to their preſent 
happineſs ? 'Tis ſo far from that, that it 
doth rather further their glory, which 
cannot be compleat, as' the -glory of 
Chriſt, as head, -is not mounted to the 
bigeſt picch of glory, till his myſtical 


body 
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body be all gathered in, and lodged with 
'him. Ifit be thus, will God do any 


thing prejudicial to the Church, and con- 


trary to the combin'd deſires of all thoſe . 
that are ſo near him ? If God doth ſome-- 
times ſtir up himſelf upon the ſupplicati- 
on of one man, grant an order upon 
his petition according to his mind, and 
if the prayers of one faithſul Moſes, or 
Elias, or Samuel, have ſuch a kind of Al- 
mighty power in them, 'much more 1s 
the joynt force of ſo many prayers twiſted 
together. EM SCE 


- Qſe. r. For information. Is 1t ſo, that 
all providence is for the good of the 
Ghurch? | Then, 


1. God will alwaies have a Church in 
the World, be will have ſome to ſerve him. 
The whole courſe of hjs providence be- 
ing deſigned . for it; As long as the 
world, which is the objz& of his provi- 
dence,doth endure,he will have a Church. 
God would otherwiſe loſe the end of the 
motion of his eyes *, the operation of 
his providence, fince it is to' ſhew him- 
ſelf ſtrong for the Church and every 
| | memb-r 
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member of it. As long as the candle 
and light of the Goſpel burns and ſhines, 
God will have a candleſtick to ſet the 
candle 1n*. His great delign in making * Cham. 
a World, was not to have a Sun, Moon ns e208 
and Stars, but a Church, a company of 1, 3, 
men that might bear his: mark, and ho- C-7::1, 
nour him, to whom he: might ſpeak, and ** *** 
extend his grace abroad, which he was ſo 
full of within. As a Limner, who would 
draw an excellent draught, draws his de- 
ſipn in the mid(t of the cloth,and fills the 
void places with clouds andlandskips,and 
other fancies at his pleaſure, which come 
municate ſome beauty and luſtre tothe 
work:But that was not the principal de- 
ſign of the workman. That Redeemer 
which bears the Church upon his heart, 
will create a ſtability for it ; 'tis a part 
of his Prieftly Office to have a care of the 
Lamps: Tis one of his Titles to be he 
that walks in the midſt of the Seven 1 
Golden Candleſticks *. Prieſts under * Reve!. * 
the Law were to look to the great 2.7. + * 
Candleſtick in the Temple, ſupply the , 7". / 
Lamps with Oy], andmake them clean *. Chap. 27: : 
"The Church indeed may be eclips'd, but 7? Cm F 
not extinguiſhed zif it be not conſpicuous * "- 
On 
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_ dation to outward appearance, in ſpigtt 
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on the mountain, yet it ſhall be hid in 
the Wilderneſs. There ſhall be fprink. 


: \ 2 - 


| lings of profcflors among all people. | 
God will leaven the places where they. - 


are, into Chriſtianity, and cauſe them to_- 
fructify and grow up in purity and 
glory : And the remmant of Jacob ſhall be 
in the midſt of many people, as a dew from 
the Lord, as the ſhowers upon the graſs, 
that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for 
the Sons of men. Is tarries not for man. 
It attends not the power of man, thepres« 
cepts of man, or inventions of man; 
but whoſe deſcent is from Heaven, and 
is carried on, not by human power, but 
by the divine Spirit and providence: 
It ſhall be firmer than all worldy po- 
wer, and the ſtrongeſt Kings, Iſa. 2. 2. 
And the Mountain of the Lords houſe ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed upon the top ofthe Mountains, 
and ſhall be exalted above the hills, N- 
bove mountains and Hills , to: which 
ſometimes the powers of the World are 
compared, Zech. 4. 7. That provi- 
dence which gave the Church at firſt a 
footing in the world upon a weak foun- 


of. 
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of Men and Devils, will preſerve it, and 


not ſuffer it to be blown up; he will ſha- - 


dow the Church with his wings in a 
perpetual ſucceſſion of the 'choiceſt 
mercies. 


2. God will in the greateſt exigencies 
find out means for the protedion of his 
Church. This will be till his providence 
be at an end. When God hath removed 
one inſtrurnent of his Churches proteRion, 
he hath his choice'ofothers, whom he can 
raiſe and ſpirit for his work. When thoſe 
upon whom the Churches hopes hang, 


are taken off ; he can raiſe things thart 


are unlikely, to ſupply the place. As 
the Luteniſt accidentally had a Grafshop- 
per leap upon his inſtrument, to-. ſupply 
by its noiſe the place of a {tcing-which 
had newly crackt, whereby his Mufick 
was. continued without - interrupion. 
God can Spirit men againſt their own 
-natural fears. It was very improbable, 
that Nicodemns, one of a fearful diſpo- 
ſition, who came to our Saviour by 
Night for. fear of the Jews, ſhould have 
the courage toaſſert his cauſe inthe _ 
| O 
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of a whole Councel of Phariſees, con- 
triving his death; and at prefent blunt 


the edge of their malice, though we read 


of none at that time in the Councel to ſe» 


cond him *: The holy Ghoſt takes par- 
ticular notice that it was he that came to 


Jeſus by night. 


Joſeph of Arimathes, whoſe name we 
meet notwith in any of the Catalogues of 
his Deſciples, till the time of his death, 
then appears boldly to beg the body 
of Jeſus of Pilate. 
want inſtruments for the preſerving that 
Church , which he owns as his. 'Tis ob- 
ſerved by ſome, that God fo ordered it, 
that the ſame day, that Pelagins the 


great poyſoner of the Chriſtian Dodrice 


was born in Brittain ,, Auſiin the moſt 
famous defender of the truth was born 
in Africk 3 That the hgrn, which 
puſhed the truth, ſhould no ſooner ap- 
pear, but the Carpenter to cut it off, 


- ſhould be provided too. As it is obſery- 


ed where poylons grow, Antidotes 
grow nearthem by the indulgent proviſi- 


of the God of Nature. 


God will never 
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As there is the Wiſdom of the Serpent 


againſt the Church, ſo there is the Wiſ- 


dom of God for it: Gods goodneſs 


upon his Church in former Ages is not 


_ all laid ont? He hath his ftoresſtill, nei- 


ther is his Wiſdom non-pluſt , nor his 


Power weakned, neither 1s be, nor can 


he be weary of his Cates 
3. The. Church ſhall in the end prove 
Vi@orions againſt all its Adverſaries, or 


- Providence muſt miſs of+its Aim. The 


Church is —_—_ to an. Olive" Tree, 
Hoſ. 14.6. In re eu of ' beauty, his 
Olive Tree, It is 
ſo alſo in reſpe&t of Vieory. Olive 
Branches wete ſed i in Triumph, God is 
on the Churches ſide, and he is ſtronger 
than the ſtrongeſt, and wiſer than the 
wiſeſt, and higher than the, higheſt, 
Jeſus Chriſt is the Churches Head and 


"General :' Chriſt the Head witkhicth 


for the good of the Church, the Body. 
He muſt- be deſtroyed before the” Church 
can. | There is a mighty Arw, which 
though it may for a time ſeem withe- 
red, will in the end be ſtretched out, 


'-and get it ſelf the victory. Whilſt 3 


— Chriſt? 1s in the Ship, it qay be toſſed, 
X but 
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but it ſhall not be ſunk. It may be beat. -/ 

en down, but like a Ball to rebound the # 
higher. The young Tree that is ſhaken 'Þ 
by the wind, may loſe ſome leaves, and F 


ſome fruit too, -but the root gets greater 


ſtrergth, and ſtrikes it ſelf deeper into 1] 


the Earth,and makes the Branches more 1} 

capable of a rich return of Fruit the fol- } 
P lowing year. The Churches Stature | 
at: RY to a Palm-Tree * which 'Þ 
carinot be cepreſt by by the weights F 
which hang upon 41t, but riſcth the 
higher. God uſes the ſame - method 


in the Churches. as in Chriſts advance- Þ 
ment. Our Saviours Death was necef- F. 
*Luk 24, ſary to his Glory *. And the Churches Þ} 


" afflition ſometimes to its exaltation, A } 


Nation may loſe ſome Battlels, and yet | 


be - victorious: The Church may have | 


many a croſs , but in theend will fur- F 
mount all difficulties: Though Judg- | 
ments and Apoſtacies may _be great in Þ} 


a Nation, yet God. will have a care of | 
his .own Plants *- There ſhall be a tenth, ÞF. 


"Ta-4-12, Te ſpall return, the Holy ſeed ſhall be the | 
ſubſtance thereof : As a Iree in Wir- ©: 
ter which ſeems dead, but its juyce: 


ſors, 'F 


ſhall revive.into rich and generout Bloſ- - ' *S 
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ſoms. The Ark (hall float above the wa- 
ters. Babylor (hall fall, the Lamb ſhall 
ſtand upon Mount S;ow. Men may as 
well ſtop the riſing of the Sun in its 
mounting to the Meridian, Bridle 'in 
the Tyde of the Ocean, as hinder the 
4 current of an Almighty Providence. 
+. 4. The intereſt of Nations is to bear 4 
4 reſpe# 1o the Church, and countenance 
the "Worſhip of God in it. This is to con- 6 
F cur with Gods main end, and imitate 
him in' his Providential Adminiſtrat- 
ons. :. Gods ' people, ( whatever theit 
Enemies ſuggeſt to the contrary ) are a' 
Bleſſing in the midft of a Land *; their * 16, 19- 
intereſt is greater than the intereſt of all *4 
the World belides 3 though they be but 
_ a- haridful, their fruit ſhall ſhake like-- _ 
Lebonon *, The negle& of Religion is Fj a 75. 
F the Ruin of Nations, 'Tis obſerved zr,,,j,n = 
3 that Cyrus was flain in the War in Sc 91 Darts 
3 t1bi4,a little after he negledted the build- ** 
ing of the Temple of Hierzſalem which 
FF he had begun. Thoſe Perſian Kings - 
'F  Reigned the Jongeſt, that 'favoured the 
4 FJewsin that and their other juſt re- -- 
'F queſts: God Honoured or diſgraced -_. 
3 them as they were kind or cruel to his 
0 People. 
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People: And when any a@ for the good 
of his people, they ſhall not be with- 
out their Reward. When Cyrus ſhould 
let the Jewiſb Captives go free without 
Ranſom, he ſhould be no loſer by it. God 
would give him the labour of Egypt, the 
Merchandize of Erhjopia, and the ftrength 
of the Sabeans into his hand for the 
of his Peoples Delivery *; thoſe Na- 
tiors which ſhould favour them in the 


times of their perſecutions and Flights, 


and give them ſhelter in their Countreys, 


| ſhould thriveand proſper by the blefling 


* Spoyler ſhall not enter into the Confines. 
of it, and they ſhall have Kings and. 


2 Kings2, 
12, 


of God upon them. If Moabgive enter- - 


tainment to the flying Iſraelites in the 
time of the Invaſion of Salmanaſſar 3 
God will preſerve their Land that the 


Judges - under the -proteQion of the 
Houſe of David; z. e. under the Kings 


of Iſrael,( as ſome underſtand it *. )Saints 


are the Guardians of the Places: where 
they live, their Prayers have a greater 
influencethan the wiſeſt Counſels or tte 
mightieſt Force *. And. Eliſha cried, My 


ehe Horſemen thereof. The Chaldee para- 


phraſeth- 


07 ow * Þ-—; 


price | 


Father,my Father,the Chariot of Iſrael,and\ | 


Divine Providence. 
phraſeth thus. Thou art better to 1{-4- 
el by thy Prayers, than Chariots and 
Horſemen. This is the'Elogy of one fingle 
Prophet 3 what influence then hath the 
whole Church of God in a place? The 
whole world is the better for the Church 
of God: The Chaldee Paraphraſe hath a 
notion. uponthat, Pſalm 22.3. But thou art 
holy, oh thou that inhabiteſt the Praiſes of 
Ibat: Thou that. eſtabliſheſt the World 
| for the Praiſes of {frae/. God hath no- 
thing to do in the World but the ſaving 
his People: When. that is once 'done., 
he will. put an end to. this Frame of 
things: When be; bath gathered his 
Wheat into' his Garner,- he will burn 
up the Chaff. His People are the Spirit 
_and Quinteſſence of the World : When 
this is extrated, / the -reſt are flung up- 
on the Dang- hill, as a Capue Mortaur. 
5. We may ſee hence the ground of 
"molt of the Judgments in the World. 'Men 
' by their rage againſt the Church, will 
not acknowledge God's Government of 
- the Warld for the Churches good : 
Therefore faith the Pſalmiſt, P/al. 59. 13. 
Conſume them in wrath , conſume them 
 #bat hoy may net be, and let the know 
| X 3 that 


{$10 A Diſcourſe of _ 
that God rules in Jacob nnto the ends of 
the Barth, The Church is the Seat of 
his Government, and from thence he 
extends it to the utermolt parts of the 
Earth. Io Jacob he rules, and- for. the 
ſake of Jacob he orders his Govern- . 
ment to the ends of the Earth : The 
not acknowledging this, brings wrath-_ 
ful Conſumptions upon men: And it 
1s allo the end of his Judgments, to 
make men know it. 'Tis hkely enough 
the four Kings *. might have gone 

© Gen14, clear away With all their Booty, had not 

© they laid their fingers upon. Lot :. But: 
when they would pack him up-amon 
the reſt, they did bur: ſollicite their own 
Ruin, and arm the: Almighty | God a- 
*gxinſt tham. God did not think any 
of the People worth the mention, verſe . 
11. only Lot, a righteous perſon, verſ. - 
12. he is named as having Gods eye 
only upon him. : And when Abrabam 
returns from the Victory, v. 16. the reſt 
ofthe delivered Captives are mentioned 
in the bulk, Lot only in particular. As 
though 31!] that had been done, had been 
done by God only for Lots ſake. They 
might have preſerved "the whole Prey 
+: ; | £ * ; = bs Re ta 


. . Druine Providence. 
to themſelves, had it not been for this 
Jewel too precious in Gods accompt for 
| their Cuſtody. And the fearful Curſe that 
-} God pronounced againſt the Am norte 
| ayd Moabite, that they ſhcu'd not come. 
| into the Congregation for ten Genera i- 
ons, though any of them turned Proſe- 
lytes, was becauſe they came nor,out with 
fo much as Bread and Water to meet the 
ſſraelites, and becauſe they hired Bataam 
to Curſe them. The utter waſting of Na- 
tions and Kingdoms is becauſe they will s | 
not ſerve the intereſt of God in his People. 3. © ws 
Iſa.60.12. For the Nation and: Kingdom” 
that will not ſerve thee, ſhall periſh, yea, 
thoſe Nations ſhall be utterly waſied: God 
will bring an utter Conſumption - upon 
thoſe people that refuſe to love them, 
-, much more upon thoſe that hate them. 


6. What efteem then ſhow Id” there | 

j be of the Godly in the World? © 
= Providence of God, being chief: | 
for the good of his people, can- 
x well fall upon them but ſome draps 
will fall upon thoſe involved with them 
| ina common intereſt. When the "Corn, 
| and Wine aad Oyl - hear Jezreel (* the. 
| X 4 Seed 


- 
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Seed of God ).and the Earth hears the 
Corn, and the Heavens hear the Earth, 


* Hoſ, 2, and - Go d. hears the Heavens + When. 


21, 22, 


Superin 
of the Wicked will fare the better 


$ Dan, 2, 
fs 


their ri gpplications come up- to the great 
endent of the World; ap 6 


that Providence which is given only in. 
anſwer to. Jezreels Prayer ; God cauſes 
his oat to ſhine upon the unjuſt, upon. 
them, not. for their ſakes, When: Ne- 
buchadpezzar iſſued out that. unjuſt or- 
der for the ſlaying the Chaldeans for 


not performing an impoſſible. command 


in telling 'him the Dream he had for- 
gotten, Daniel was ſought out to un- 
dergo the ſame fate: Yet - by-his Wiſ- 


* dom God bends the heart of Arioch the 


Executioner. of this Decree to. ſtay | his 
hand. Davie! goes to the King, God 
ſtayes Nebuchadnezzars Fury and moves 
his heart to give them time. The Provi- 
dence is chiefly intended for the preſer- 
vation of Daniel and his godly Compa- 
nions, but the reſt of the wiſe men® have 
the Benefit of it. As the water with 

hich a man waters his choiceſlt! Plants 
By d Flowers in his Garden, is intended 
only for them, yet ſome falling off from 
of "thoſe 


. 
4 


tk 
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thoſe Flowers, refreſheth. the Weeds 


that grow - under them. If God had 
not. had ſuch: flowers as Daniel and his 
Companions, the Weeds in Chaldea had . 
been plucked up. Yet the ungrateful 
World takes no notice of the Ladle 
they receive from this Salt of the Earth, 
which preſerves them, and 'to whom 
they are-all ſo much beholding. Lo# 


| * | had been the occaſion of reſtoring Zo- 


ar from Captivity,' as I mentioned be- 
fore, for the inhabitants of - that City 
were engaged with thoſe of Sodom 'in 


; the- Fight againſt the four Kings. And 
| the King of Bela, the ſameis Zoar. And 


perhaps were carried. Captives with: the 
reſt of their Neighbours: And it had 


been ſaved from Fe Flames which fell 


upon. Sodow \meerly* by Lots prayer, 
Gen. 19. 21. See I baye accepted 
thee concerning this thing , that I will 


\ ot overthrow this. City for the which 


thou ha## ſpoken. Yet bs found/ them a 
ſurly people, and was requited ' with a 


rude reception notwithſtanding bis 


kindneſs, verſe 30, He went up ont of Zo- 
ar, for he feared to dwell in Toar:'It 
was not likely he was ſo diſtruſiful ol 
G 
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Gd thit he ſhould overthrow it, when' | 
he had abſolutely promiſed him the *con-! Þ}| 


trary : Therefore moſt likely for ſome: |} 

churliſh threatnings from them : Nay ," | 
Sodom 1t ſelf was bebolding to him for a 
ſmall reſpite of the Judgment intended 

again(t them. For God tells him he could: 

do nothing till he were come thither #. 
* Gen. 19 Andit was ſo,forLot was entred intoZoar 
before a drop of Brimſtoneand Fire was 

* Yer. 23, rained down upon Sodom®*, Then the Lord: 
24 . rained upon Sodom 3 when ef when Lot 
+ was entred into Z:27, This good the 
Wicked World get by Gods People is ſo 
evident, that ſometimes wicked men can-- 
not-but take notice of it. Laban, a ſel- 


} ; Y "on 


fiſh Idolater , was ſenſible of it, Gez. 30. | Þ 


27. 1 have found. by experience that the: 
Lord hath bleſſed wie for thy ſake. It was 
a Leſſon ſo legible, that he might have 
learned it fooner than in fourteen years. 
The Church is the chief object of pre-: 
ſervation, wicked men are preſerved - 
| for their ſakes ; as Dung 'is preſerved,! 
not for its own ſake, but for the ma- 
nuring 2 fruitful field, and Thorns 1n 
yo Hedg: are preſerved for the Gardens 
ake. | 


* 1 
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"7, 'Tis then a very fooliſh thing for any 
fo contend againit the w:lfare of Gods Peo- 
ple, 'Tis:to ſtrive againſt an Almighty 


. . and unwearied-Providence. Men may 


indeed ſometimes be ſuffered by. God for 
holy ends to have their Wills, in ſome 
meaſure upon-the Church, but not altos: 
gether : They muſtfirſt depoſe him from 
his-Throne, blind hiseyes,or hold bis Arm. 
'Tis as fooliſh as if a worm ſhould deſign 
to dip down a Mountain; or Chafito Mar- 
5 ſhal it. ſelf in Battel-array againſt the 
T Wind,-or fora poorFlyeto _ the mo- 
tion of a Milſtone. 


. 'Tis fool iſh, Sad it is nals 


| | 8 NS »ful. What 1s done againſt the Church, 


is rather done againſt God, than, againſt 


1 her; Since all her Conſtitution, Worſhip, 


Obſervances , are diregted to God: as 
their ultimate end 3 ſo that to:endeavour 
to. deſtroy the Church, 1s to. deny God a 
Worſhip, deprive bim of -his SanQua- 
ty; break .open | his Houſe ,- Raviſh his 


- | Spouſe, cut off Chriſt's Body, rob him _ 
4+ \ of 'his Jewels, and will be: ſo-1nterpre- 


; ted by God at+the laſt, upon the ſcan- 
ping cf things If the Church be Gods 


houſe, ' 


PREY, 
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houſe, the Enemies ſhall anſwer, for e-.' © 
very Invaſion, every forcible FOUY, for |} 
the breaking down the Gates. and Bars 

of it, God will ſue them at laſt for dila- ' 
pidations. "Tr, 
2. Very unſucceſsful. Shall God be 
afraid of the multitudes and power of 
Men? No more than a Lyon, or a young 
Lyon roaring after his Prey, when a mul- 
titude of ſhepherds are called forth againſt 
#16 -- , ©, ſpall be be afraid of their woice, 
- r3la% or abaſe himſelf for their Li *, Noiſe 
and* Clamor is all they can dg, and that 
not long: The fierceneſs of the Lyon 
quickly ſcatters them, The Afloeiati- 
ons, and mens girding themſelves againſt 
the Church, is but a preparation. to their 
own Ruine, Iſa. 8. 9g; Aſſociate your 
ſelves together, oh ye people, and ye fhall 
be. broken in pieces, three times repeated. 
Your Counſels, ſaith he, ſhall not ſtand a- 
g4inſt that preſence of God that is with 
us, For God is with as 
3. tt is' very Deſtrufive too, God 
will not alway be (till and refrain him- 
ſelf; he ſeems to do'fo for a while; but 
Mm when he doth ariſe, he will deſtroy and - 
| +19.2, dcvourat once*, he will make but one ' 
_Ec zcz=HT T5 morſel 
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Divine Providence. 
morſel ' of them. When God is angry 
with his people, and gives them into the 
hands of men toexecute his Juſtice up- 
on them, and puniſh them, he will even 
puniſh thoſe enemies for their Cruelty, 


1 ' and going beyond their commiſſion , in 


ſatisfying there own immoderate Paſſi- 
ons upon them. Upon this account 
God threatens Babylon, Ia. 47.6. 1 


'4 was wroth with my People, I have polluted 


mine Inheritance, and given them into thy 


| , ? hand, thou' didſs ſhew them no mercy. 


Wherupon God threatens them after- 
wards, S&c. ſo Zech. 1. 15, God was 
ſore difpleaſed with the Heathen, for 
when he was but a little diſpleafed with 
his people, they helped forward the af- 
flition. | 
Ofe. 2. Is for Comfort. 

' Tf all the Providence of God be*for 
the good of the Church If his eyes 


run to and fro: to ſhew himſelf ſtrong. 


for them ; it affords matter .of great 
comfort. His Providence is ' continual 
for them, *, he hath ſeven pipes to con- 
vey kindneſs to them, as well as 'feven 
Lamps whereby to diſcern their 
ſtreights. His Providence is as vaſt as 
| "= 


44 ? aw 
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his Omniſcience : The number of Pipes 


belonging to the Candleſtick of the: 


Church is exact according to the number 


of Larhps. The Churches Miſery cannot. 


be hid from Gods eye, let it be 1n what 
part of the Earth foever, for his eyes run 


to and fro throughout the whole Earth, 


and his fight excites his (trength. Upon 
the fight of their diſtrefled condition, 
he watches only for the firteſt opportunity 


to: ſhew. himſelf ſtrong for them. And 


when that opportunity comes, he is ſpeedy 
inthe Deliverance of them, Pſal. 18. 


Io. He rode upon a cherub, agd did fly, yea, : 
he-did flye upon the wings f the wind. He 


doth not only ride” upon a Cherub, but 


 flye.His wings arenothing but wind,which 


haththe quickeſt and the ſtrongeſt motion, 
which moves the 'greateſt bodies, and 


turhs down all] before it: What is forthe | ] 


on every member of the Body. 


1. 'lis comfort in Duties, and ſpecial 
Services, Nothing ſhall be wanting for 
encouragement to Daty and ſucceſs in it, 


when God calls any to it, fince all. his 
Providence is for the good- of the. 
= . Church. 


/ 


Cs EE; 
7 4 


Pe” 


and the ſame God that rules the affairs ** 
of the whole World, of - the Church 
and of every. particular Member-of it. 
As it is .the ſame Soul that informs the 
whole Body, the meaneſt Member as 
well as that which is moſt excellent, 
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Church. Let there be bat ſincerity on our 
parts, in our attempts of ſervice 'upon 
Gods call, and we need not. fear a want 
of Providence on Gods part : God never 
calls any to ſerve his Church in anyſta- | 
tion, but he doth both Spirit and encou- 


rage them. God hath in his common Pro- 


vidence ſujted the nature.of every Crea- 
ture to that place in which. he hath ſer it 
1a the World : and will he not much more 


4n his ſpecial Providence ſuit every one, - - 


to that place he calls them. to, for the ſer- 
vice of his Church?, He did not forſake 
Chriſt jn redeeming bis Church, neither 


' will he forſake any in affiſting his Church, 
When Foſeph'of Arimathea would boldly 


demand the body of our Saviour, Pro- 
vidence made the way plain before him, 
he meets with no check, neither from 


| Pilate DOT the Prielts _— | * Mar, 27. , 3 


| | '58, 
2. In meanneſs and lowneſs. *Tis one 
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Not the meaneſt ſincere Chriſtian but 
1s under Gods eye for good. The Spi- 
rit as and animates every Member 
in the Church, the weakeſt as well as 
the moſt towring Chriſtian. Baruch was . 
but the Prophet Jeremy's Amannenſis or 
Scribe, and Servant to Feremy, ( who was 
no great man in the World himſelf) yer. 
God takes notice ſo of his Service, that 
he would particularly provide for him, 
-and commands Jeremy 1n a way of Pro- 
phecy to tell him as much, 'Jer. 45. 5. 
1 will bring evil upon. all fleſh, but thy life 
will 7 give unto thee for a prey whither- 
' ſoever thou goes. NES 
3. In the greate# Judgments npon others, 
In an Epidemical Judgment upon the 
whole Nationof the Fews, God would 
have a ſpecial care of Baruch. If he 
ſhould caſt his people far off among the 
Heathen, and ſcatter them among the 
Countries, yet even there he would be 
a little Sanuary unto them. His own 
preſence ſhould ſupply the want of a 
"Temple 3 fo he is pleaſed to expreſs him- 
ſelf *; but how is it pofltble the great 
God can be but a little Sandtuary ? His 
eyeis upon them to ſee their dangers, - 
and 
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nd his hand upon them to fecure them 
orit. His Promiſe ſhall ſhield them, and 


his Wings ſhall cover them*, While he 


hath indignation,he hath a ſecret Cham. * 


ber for their ſecurity *. An Almighty 
ſhadow, under which they may abide *. 
In times of the moſt devouring dan- 
ger, he hath a Seal to ſet upon their 
foreheads as a mark of his ſpecial Pro- 
tection. We never have ſo much ex- 
perience of Gods care and ſtrength, as 
In times of Tyouble, Pſal. 37. 39. He 
zs their Strength in time of trouble. He 
is a friend, who is as able as willing, and 
as willing as able to help them, whoſe 
watchfulneſs over them 1s as much a- 
bove their apprehenſion, as it is above 
their merits. 

4- 1n: the greateſt extremities wherein 
bis people may be, there are promiſes of 


comfort *- Both in overflowing wa- «x, .,. . 


ters, and ſcorching fires, he will be with 
them. His Providence ſhall atrend his 
Promiſe, and his Truth ſhall be their 
Shield and Buckler, P/al. 91: 4. That 
ſurely is a ſufficient ſupport 3 Chriſt 
thought it ſo, when he only ſaid to 


his Diſciples, 'tis I, be not afraid *., 
; Y | What pg 
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What though there be a Storm, a dark- 
neſs and trouble ? *tis I am be. Thedark- 
neſs of the night troubles not the Pilot 
whilſt he hath his Compaſs to fteer 
by. Tf all his providences be for the 


good of them that fear him, he can ne- 


ver want means to bring them out of 
trouble, becauſe he is always aQually 
exerciſed in governing that which is for 
their good ; and till he ſees it fit to deli- 
ver them, he will be with them. Great 
Mercies ſucceed the ſharpeſt AffliQions. 
* When there ſhould be a voice of 
trembling, and men with their hands 
upon their Loins as women in Travel, 
and paleneſs in their faces, from. the ex- 
ceſs of their fears : In that day God 
would break the Yoak from them, and 


they ſhould ſerve the Lord their God, 


and David their King. Though the 
night be never ſo dark, yet it is certain 
the Sun will riſe and diſperſe its light 
next morning, and one time or other 
ſhew it (elf in its brightneſs. We have 
no reaſon to deſpond in great ex- 
tremities, ſince he can think us into ſafe- 
ty, Pſal. 40. 17.. Lord think on me; 
much more look us into it 3 his thoughts 


and 
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ind his eyes move together. 
. 5. In fear of wants, The power of 
the Governor of the. World cannot be 
doubted: His love, as little as it feems, 
ſince it hath moved him to prepare Hea- 
ven to entertain his people at the end of 
their Journey, will not be wanting to 
provide accommodation for them u 
the way, ſince all things both good and 
bad are at his beck, and under the. go- 
vernment of his gracious Wiſdom. His 
eyes run to and fro through the whole 
Earth, - not only to defend them in dan- 
_ gers, but ſupply them in wants? for 
his ſtrength 18 ſhewed both ways. Doth 
he providentially regard them that 
have no reſpe& for him, and will he 
not employ his power for, and extend 
his care to them . that adore and love 
bim, . and keep up his honour in the 
World? He will not ſurely be regard- 
leſs of the afflitions of his Creatutes, 
His people are, not only his Creatures 
but his new Creatures, their bodies 
are not only created by him, but re- 
deemed by his Son: The purchaſe of 
the Redeemer is joyned to the Provi- 


dence of the Creator. If he took care 
Y- 2 of 
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of you when he might have damned 
you for your fins, will he not much 


more ſince you are Believers in Chriſt ? 
And he cannot damn you Believing, un- 


leſs he renounce his Sons Mediation, 


and his own Promiſe. A natural man 


provides for his own , much more a \ 


Rightcous man, Prov. 19. 22. A good 


| tnan leaves an inheritance to bis children, 


much more the God of Righteouſneſs, 
a God who hath his eye always -upon 
them. His eye will affect his heart, 
and his heart ſpirit the hand of his 
Power to relieve. He hath prepared 
of his goodneſs for the poor, Pſal. 68. 
IO. 


6. *Tis comfort inthe low eſtate of the 


- Church at any time. Gods eye is upon 


his Church, even whilſt he ſeems to 
have forſaken them. If he ſeem to be 
departed, it is but in fome other part of 
the Earth,to ſhew himſelfſtrong for them; 
where ever his eye is fixed in any part 
of the World., his Church hath hu 
heart, and his Churches relief 1s his end, 
Though the Church . may ſometimes lye 
among the Pots, in adirty condition,yet 
there 1s a time of Refurreftion, _—_ 
Go 
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God will reſtore it to its true glory, and 
make it as white as a Dove with its Sil- 
ver Wings *. The Sun isnot alway obſcu- «p;,, 
red by x, hr" Cloud, but will be freed We = 
from the darkneſs of it. God will judge 
his people, and. repent himſelf concerning © 
hos Fas ” Ti a x Tok to God them 135 
to deliver his People, and he will do it DAN 
in ſach a Seaſon when it ſhall be moſt comfrr 
comfortable,to his Glory & their Hearts. himſelf. 
The . very name #Hizernſalem, (ome de- 

rive from Jireh Salem, God will pro- 

vide in Salem. The new Jeruſalem is. 

the title given to Gods Church, Kev. 1. 

and is ſtill the object of his Providence, 

and he will provide for it at a pinch, 

Gen. 22. 14. Jehovah Jireh. God will 

raiſe up the honour and beauty of his 
Church, Great men ſhall be ſervants 

to it, and employ their ſtrength for it, 

when God ſhall have mercy on it *: «5, 5, 
Yea, the Learning and knowledg of the 1c,11, 12. 


- world ſhall contribute to the building of 


it, v. 13. The glory of Lebanon ſhall come 
anto thee, the fir-tree, the pine tree, and 
the box together, to beautifis the place 
of my ſanFnary. It ſhallbe called the city 
of the Lord, the $ion of the holy one of 

. 9 - Iſrael, 
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Iſrael, that ſhe may know that the Lord is 
her Saviour, and her Redeemer the mighty 
one of Jacob. As Chriſt rofe in his Natn- 
ral, (o he will in his Spiritual Body. If 
Chriſt whea dead could not be kept from 
Riſing, Chriſt now 'living ſhall not be 
hiadred from raiſing and helping his 
Church. His own Glory 1s linked with 
His Peoples ſecurity 3 and though he may 
| Not be moved for any thing in them' be- 
caufe of their {tnfulaeſs 5 he will for his 
own name, becauſe'of its Excellency *, 
FEzek 3% Fek. 36. 22.1 do not this for your ſake, 
 O houſe of Iſrael, but for my holy names ſake. 
As Sorrows encreafed upon the Iſraelites, 
the nearer their Deliverance approach- 
' Becauſe this Method of God is. the 
greatelt ftartling even to good men, let us 
conſider this a little 3 that God doth, and 
why God doth leave his Church to ex- 
tremities before he doth deliver it. © 
Take the Reſolution of this in ſome 
propoſitions. _ | pr | 
1. *Tis indeed Gods uſual method to 
leave the Church td extremity before ke 
ath command help. You never heard of 
any eminent Deliverance of the 
2," | Cf - _ Church 
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Church but was uſhered in by ſome a- 
mazing diſtreſss The Iſraelites were 
not ſaved till they were put in between 
. Sea, Hills and Forts, that their De- 
ſtruction was inevitable unleſs Heaven 
relieved them. Pharaoh reſolves to have 
his will, and God reſolves to have his ; 
| but he lets him come with his 'whole 
Force and open mouth at the {ſraelites 
backs, and then makes the . Waters his 
Sepulchre. Conſtantine the man-child 
in the revelation, was preceded by Dio- 
clſian the ſharpeſt Perſecutor. When 
his People are at a loſs, 'tis his uſual 
time to do his greateſt works for them. 
God . had promiſed Chriſt many ages, 
_ and yet no appearance of him 3 itil! 
Promiſe after Promiſe, and no Perfor-- 
mance, Pſal, 4o. 8. It was then | /o]1 
. come | yet many hundred years rowl'd 
away, and no fight of him yet. Capti- 
vity and affliction and no Redeemer ; 
but when the World was over-run with 
[dolatry, the Jews oppreſſed by. the Ro- 
mans, the Scepter departed from Ju- 
dah, Herod an Edomitey and ſtranger 
King, and ſcarce any Faith left, then, 
then he comes. The World will be in 

-: Y 4 much 
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much the like caſe at his next coming, 
Luke. 18. 8. Whenthe ſon of man comes, 
ſhall he find faith in the earth ? there 
{hall be faintings, deſpoadency, unbe- 
lief 'of his Promiſe, as though he had 
caſt off all care of his Churches con- 
cerns. 'Tis not meant of a Juſtifying 
Faith , but a Faith 1n that particular 


Promiſe of his coming. The Faith of 


the 1/raelites muſt needs begin to flag, 
when they ſaw their Males murdered 
by the Egyptians ; could they believe 
the Propagation of the Seed of Abra- 
ham, when murder took off the Infants, 
and Labour and Age would in time, the 
eld ones 2 Whillt their Children were 
preſerved, the Promiſe might eaſily be 
believed. But conſider, this was but juſt 
before thezr deliverance 3 like a violent 


Criſis before Recovery. He doth then 


Judge his people, and repent himſelf for 
his ſervants, when he ſres their power is 
gone, and there is none ſbut up or left *; 
He doth fo for the wicked many times 5 
when the zfiliction of Idolatrous 1/rael 
was bitter, when there was not any ſhut 


_ vp, nor any leff, nor any helper for If: 


rec}, then he ſaved them by the hand of 


. Jeroboamt 


of 
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Jeroboam the Son of Joaſh *. He doth * 2 King* 


io with private perſons 3 Pefer might 
have been delivered by God's Power out 
of Priſon, when he was firſt ſent thi- 
ther 3 but God thought it fitteſt for bim 


14: 26, 27. 


to lie fin Chains, and free him but the, ,,, .. 


night before his intended Execution *. 4,7. 
Lot had his Goods rifled and carried a-_ 
way Captive before God ſtirred up A- 
braham to reſcue him. When the hand of 
the wicked lies heavieſt upon the heads 
of the Righteous, and wrings the moſt 
mournful ſighs from them, when they 
are needy, and the wicked ſecurely puf- 
fing at them, as though they had 
brought them to ſo low a condition as | 
to blow them away with a blaſt, now 
faith God will I ariſe, pſal. 12. 5. For 
the oppreſſuor of the poor, for the ſighing of 
| the needy, now will 1 ariſe, ſaith the Lord, 
T will ſet him at ſafety from him that 
puffeth at him. Now, rhis is the time I 
watched for,as fitteſt for my own Glory, 
and their ſafety. Then God diſappoints 
. them, whea they ſeem to have got to 

the Goal with the Ball at their foot. 
' Secondly. God hereby doth glorify bim- 
ſelf. He then diſcovers that there is no- 
Ko el So Toy my thing 
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thing too high for his power to check 

nothing too ſubtil for his Wiſdom to 
diſappoint, nothing too low for his love 
to embrace. That is the ſeaſon where- 
in his Mzrcy will be moſt prized, his 
Pawer molt admired, his Wiſdom moſt 
adored, and his Juſtice moſt clear- 
ed. Godlets the concerns of his Church 
go backward that he may bring them 
o1 with more Glory to himſelf, and ſa- 
risfaftion to his creature. God will di- 
vide the benefit and the honour be- 
tween himſelf and the creature : 
He will have the whole Glory, and ' 
his creature {hall have the ſenſible 
advantage. They ſhall enjoy Salvation, 
there is their benefitzbut not by Sword or 
Bow, but by the Lord their God *. Saved 
they ſhould be, but in ſuch a way where- 
in the honour of God might moſt ap- 
p:ar without any mixture of the Crea- 
tire. 

I. God glorifies his Power. His eyes 
run to- and fro to ſhew himſelf ſtrong. 
He will then pitch upon ſuch a ſeaſon 
when his ſtrength may appear moſt 1|- 
Juſtrious, and none elſe have. any pre- 
tence to'claim an equal ſtrength with 
TO him. 
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him. A time of extremity is the fitteſt 
opportunity for this. When his pow- 
er: cannot be clouded by any interpoſi- 
tion of the creature for challenging a 
ſhare in it. The greater the malice a- 
gainſt the Church, the weaker the 
Churches ability to help itſelf, the more 
glorious is the power of God magnified 
10 deliverance; little dangers are not 
ſo ſuitable for the triumph of an infinite 
ſtrength. As God let Chriſt lye three 
dayes in the Grave , that his Reſur- 
rection might be known to be the fruit 
- of Divine power; for the ſame end 
he lets his myſtical Body lye in the ſame 
condition. Had God brought {ſrael out 
of Egypt in the time of the Kings that 
were friends to them from a kindly re- 
membrance of Joſeph, there had been 
: Ho charaQter of a Divine power , though 
there had been of a Divine truth appa- 
rent in the caſe ; but he ſet apart that 
time for their deliverance when be was 
to conteſt with the mightieſt oppolition 
from the whole body of the Egyptiare 
Nation, who had forgot Joſeph their 
great Benefator. Had not the Diſci- 
ples been in a great Storm ready to ” 
Es | | Ca 
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thing too high for his power to check 
nothing too ſubtil for his Wiſdom to 
diſappoint, nothing too low for his love 
to embrace. That is the ſeaſon where- 
in his Mercy will be moſt prized, his 
Pawer moſt admired, his Wiſdom moſt 
adored, and his Juſtice moſt clear- 
ed. Godlets the concerns of his Church 
go backward that he may bring them 
o1 with more Glory to himſelf, and ſa- 
risfaftion to his creature. God will di- 
vide the benefit and the honour be- 
tween himſelf and the creature : 
He will have the whole Glory, and ' 
his creature ſhall have the fenſtble 
advantage. They ſhall enjoy Salvation, 

*Hoſ.1 7 there is their benefitzbut not by Sword or 

" © ** Bow, but by the Lord their God *. Saved 
they ſhould be, but in ſuch a way where- 
in the honour of God might moſt ap- 
p:ar without any mixture of the Crea- 
tire, 

I. God glorifies his Power. His eyes 
run to and fro to ſhew himſelf ſtrong. 
He will then pitch upon fach a ſeaſon 
when his ſtrength may appear moſt 1|- 
Juſtrious, and none elſe have any pre- 
tence to'claim an equal ſtrength with 
| 2 him, 


Divine Providence 

him. A time of extremity is the fitteſt 
opportunity for this. When his pow- 
er: cannot be clouded by any interpoſi- 
tion of the creature for challenging a 
ſhare in it. The greater the malice a- 
gainſt the Church, the weaker the 
Churches ability to help itſelf, the more 
glorious is the power of God magnified 
1n deliverance; little dangers are not 
ſo ſuitable for the triumph of an infinite 
ſtrength. As God let Chriſt lye three 
dayes 'in the Grave , that his Reſur- 
rection might be known to be the fruit 
- of Divine power; for the ſame end 
he lets his myſtical Body lye in the ſame 
| condition. Had God brought {ſrael out 
of Egypt in the time of the Kings that 
were friends to them from a kindly re- 
membrance of Joſeph, there had been 
: Ho charaCter of a Divine power , though 
there had been of a Divine truth appa- 
rent in the caſe ; but he ſet apart that 
time for their deliverance when he was 
to conteſt with the mightieſt oppolition 
from the whole body of the Egyptiar 
Nation, who had forgot Foſeph their 
great Benefaftor. Had not the Diſct- 
ples been in a great Storm ready to = 
27. | | Ca 
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caſt away, and Chriſt aſleep, till they 
were In extremity ; they had not feen 
* Ia. 33. fuch © viſible marks of the extenſiveneſ 
7-8. &c. of their Maſters power. When the 
hearts of the ſtrong men fainted, when 
the A/yrians would not hear the 
Embaſſadors of Peace, when they had 
broke their former Covenant, reſolved 
to invade the Land, when their Cala- 
mity and deſpair had arreſted all their 
hopes, Now, when all things are in 
ſjach a deplorable ſtate, will 1 ariſe ſaith 
the Lord, now will The exalted, now will 
T lift up my ſelf. God was not afleep 
; or unconcerned, but he face ſtill, watch- 
3 19g for ſuch a ſeaſon, Now, 1s three 
times repeated, The Pſalmiſt gives us 
a Record of this 1n his particular caſe, 
When the waters of his affliction were. 
many , the Enemy firong, and too 
ſtrong for him, their ſtrength edged 
with an intenſe hatred, then God ap- 
pears to be his ſtay, and prevents them 
in the day of his Calamity, P/al. 18. 
16, 17, 18. God lets his Enemies be 
too ſtrong for him, that he might ap- 
pear his only ſtay, without any miz- 
ture of Davids ſtrength in the caſe. 


When 


= 
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When the Jews thruſt Chriſt cut of 
Nazareth, led him to the Brow of the 
Hill, and were ready to caſt him down, 
| then, and not till then, he frees himſelf 
out of their hands, and diſappoints the 
effefs of their rage. As Chriſt dealt 
thus for hirm ſelf, ſo he deals for his Church 
in all Ages. 

2. God glorifies his Wiſdom. His 
eyes run to and fro throughout the whole 
earth to ſhew himſelf ſirong 3 *tis not 
a bare (ſtrength that God would ſhew, 
or ſuch a Power which we call in mana 
brutiſh valor, without wit or skill;but to 
ſhew his ſtrength with his Wiſdom, when: 
all his other Attributes' may be glorified 
with that of his Power. Whea all 
worldly helps are departed, we can as 
little aſcribe our ſecurity to our own 
wiſdom and induſtry, as to our own 
ſtrength and power, The Phyſitians 
$kill is beſt evidenced in maſtering 
a deſperate Diſeaſe. He will bring the 
Councils of the Heathen to nought *. He « pj 3; 
will let them counſel, he will let them 10: 
deviſe and carry on their Councils near 
to Execution, that he may ſhew, that as . 
the ſtrength of Hell is no match for his 

Power, 
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power, ſothe craft of Satan is no mate 
for his Wiſdom. But he raiſes the Tro- 
phies of his Wiſdom upon the ſubtil de. 
vices of his Enemies. 
| 3. God glorifies his Care and (ompaſ- 
fon. When his people are neareſt cruſh- 
ing, God is neareſt preſerving. Gods 
Mercy is greateſt when his Saints Mi- 
ſery 1s deepeſt; when S707 is as an out- 
caſt, it (hall be taken into Gods protecti- 
on, fer. 30. 16, 17. Þ1 will heal thee of 
thy Wounds becauſe they called thee an 
Ont- caſt, ſaying, this is Sion whom no man 

ſeeks after. When none ſtood up to 
plead for her, when her Lovers ſhe de- 
pended on had forgotten and forſaken 
her 3 when they thought her caſt out of 
the care of any creature, the Creator 
would take her up. When the ruine 
was inevitable as to man, their preſer- 
vation was moſt regarded by God.' Had 
God ſtopped Pharaoh at his firſt March 
by railing ſome Mutiny in his Army, his 
mercy to his people as well as his pow- 
er againſt his Enemies had not been ſo 
conſpicuous. The more deſperate things 
are, the fitter ſubje& for the advance- 
ment of Gods kindneſs, Had God con- 
ducted 
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ducted the {/rac/ites through a rich and 
fruitful Country, it would have obſcu- 
red the glory of his care of them, which 


- was more ſignal in direGing them 


through a Barren Deſert, crowded with 
fiery Serpents, without Bread to nous 
riſh them, or Water to cool them, where- 
in he manifeſted himſelf to be both 
their Caterer and Phyſitian. Moſes 
was never more peculiarly under Gods 
protection, no not when he had the 


whole Guard of Ifrae! about him in the 
Wilderneſs, than when bis Mother had 


expoſed him to- the River forlorn, in a 
pitched Ark, and forſaken by his Siſter, 
who ſtood a loof off to ſee how Provi- 
dence would condu@ him. When Labar 
was poſſeſſed with Fury againſt Jacob, 
God countermands it, and iſſues out his 
own order to him, how he ſhould behave 
himfelf towards his Son *. God times 
his kindneſs, ſo that it may appear to be 


nothing elſe but Grace, Grace with a 


Witneſs ; that his people may be able 


* Gen. 31: 
24,29- 


to underſtand the very particv]arities of 


' it, JI/a. 3o. 18. therefore will the Lord 
; gvait that he may le gracious unto you: 
' He leaves them thereſ{ore for a while to 

the 
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the will of their enemies, verſe x7. 4x 
the rebuke of five ſhall you flee till you be 
Left as a beacon upon the top of a moun- 
tain, and as an enſign upon @ hill: Never 
1s Salvation ſweeter, and Mercy better 
reliſht, than when it ſnatches us out of 
the teeth of danger. God would have 
his mercy valued, and *tis fit 1t ſhould, 
And when is a Calm more grateful than 
after the bittereſt Storm, attended with 
the higheſt deſpair? Gods mercy in 
ſparing 1aac after the knife was at his 
throat, was more welcome and more de- 
Iicious both to Farher and Son, than if 
God had revealed his intent to Abraham 
1n the three days Journey to the Mount 
Moriah, But God ſuſpending his Soul in 
bitterneſs all that time prepared his heart 
for the valuation of that mercy. When 
humane help forſaketh us, God moſt em- 
braceth us, P/al. 27. 10. When my father 
and mother forſake me, then the Lord will 
take me up. 

4. God glorifies bis Righteouſneſs and 
Juſtice. There is a meaſure of wicked- . 
neſs God ſtays for , which will be an 
obje& of his Juſtice without exception. 


When the meaſure of a peoples Cove- 
. touſneſs 
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| touſneſs is come , then their end is come, 
and God will 6ll them with men as 

with Citerpillers, and they ſhall life up. 

a ſhout againſt them *, Hereby God * Jer. 5+. 
clears the Juſtice of his proceedings, ' '# 
that he exerciſed patience fo long 3 that 

things were come to that paſs, that ci- 
ther his People or his Enemies muſt be 
deſtroyed. As the caſe was with the 
Iſraelites, had not God marvellouſfly 
appeared , every man of them had 

been cut offor reduced to Slavery. The 

Dye was caſt, either the Egyptians or 

the ſraclites mult be defeated: either 

God muſt appear for his Church, or 

none would- be left in the Woald to pro- 

fels him. In ſuch a cafe the Juſtice of 

God is more unexceptionable: No man 

has any ſemblance for complaining of 
| him. For he ſtruck not tl che ſafety 

of his Adverſaries was inconſiſtent with 

his own Honour and Intereſt in the 
 Warld. When men come to ſuch a 
height, as to ſlight, and reſolve to break 

the laws of God, then is the time for 

the Honour of his Righteouſneſs 1n his 

own inftitutions, to vex them in his 
ſore diſpleaſure, Pſal. 2. 3, 5+ Ther 
A. | = ſhall 
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ſhall be ſpeak 10 them in his wrath,andurx 


them, &c. When? When they reſolve to. 
coſt away his bands and cords from them, 
ver. 2. He is forced to rife then, when 
men make void his Law, and tread down 
the Honour of it 5 When they would 
not have God to have a ftarding Law in 
the World, or a people to profeſs him, 
P/at; 319. 126. T7s 1ime for the Lord ta 
work, for they have made void thy Law, 
When the Grapes of 'Wickednels are thus 
fully ripe, then is Gods time for the ho. 
nour of. his Juſtice to caſt them into the 
Wine-preſs of hi; Wrath *. This is Gods 
ſet time when he may glorify, without 
any exception, his Juſtice 1a puniſbing 
his enemies ſins, his Wiſdom in defeating 
his enemies Plots, his power in deſtroy- 
ing his enemies ſtrength, and his mercy 
in rejieving his Peoples wants. | 
Thirdly, Such extremities and dilive- 
rance in them are moſt advantagious for 


Lis People. 


1. Itheing 2 ſeaſon to improve and kniw | 


their intereſt. M:n do not uſually ſek to 


G1d, orat leaſt ſocarneſtly as when they 
are in diſtreſs; the time of the tempeſt 
was 


LIE 
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was the time of the Diſciples praying 
to Chriſt: The zjae/its, you fcarce 
find them calling upon God bur in times 
of danger and diſtreſs; hereby God 
doth incourage and give an argument 
for Prayer. The Pſalmiſt ufeth the ex- 
ttemity of the-Church often as.an Ar- 
gument to move God to pity, P/al. 
123. 3. Have mercy upon us, O Lord, 
. have mercy upon us, for we are exceeding- 
ly filed with contempt. We are glutted 
with contempt, as low as low can be. So 
Pſal. 44. 23, 24. Awake, why ſlcepeſt 
thou? O Lord, ariſe, eaſt us not off for ever. 
our ſoul-is bowed to the duſt. Vhat is the. 
molt ſucceſsful time for Prayer which 
is the time of the ſtirring of Gods 
Bowels. He hath been a firength to the 
Poor , a Strength to the Needy in his Dj- 
Treſs, a refuge from the Pad, a ſhadow 
from the heat, when the blaſs of the ter- *# 
rible ones is as a ſtorm againit the Wall *.* Ifa.25 43 
They in ſuch a time find how conlide- 
rabls their intereſt is with God, when 
upon their Prayer they (hall find relicf 
ſuitable to every kind of danger they are 
in: The Spirit of - Prayer upon the 
Church is but the Preſage of their Ad- 
L 2 verſarics 
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ſaries ruin. When God ſeeks to de- 
ſtroy the Nations that come apainſt 
Hieruſalem, he will pour upon the In- 
-habitants of it, a fpirit of Graceand of 
Supplication, Zech. 12. 9 And in that 
day I will ſeek to defiroy all the Nations 
that come againſt Jeruſalem, and I will 
pour upon the houſe of David, and the In- 
hbabitants of Jernſalem, the Spirii of Grace 
and of ſjupplication. This time of extre- 
mity, when all their hands fail, ſhould 
edge the Churches prayers. Our great 
Interceſſor ſeems in this cafe to ſet us 
a pattern, Zech. 1. 12. O Lord of Hoſts, 
how long wilt thou not have mercy upon Jes 
r1jalem 2 | min ſingle by it ſelf,not in an 
aftix ]} When all the Earth firs ſtill 'and 
is at reſt, unconcerned in the affairs of 
thy Church, if thou wilt not have mer- 
cy on: them in this ſtrait, who ſhall re- 
Iicve them 3 none elſe have any mind 0 
it; then iſſue out comfortable words to 
the Angel from the mouth of God.. This 
is an advantage .of extremity , it ſets. 
Chriſt  -pleading, and the Church on 


praying. RF 
2. As aſeaſon for ating Faith at pre- 
ſent, and an encouragement of relyance 


p07 
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upon him in future Straits, As a fſea- 
ſon for ating Faith at . preſent. Our Sa- 
viour lets Lazarus dye and (tink in the 
Grave, bzfore he raiſed him, that he 
might both confirm Faith in his Diſci- 
ples. hearts, and ſettle it in the. hearts 


of ſome of the Jews *, 1 am glad for * John 11 
your ſakes that I was not there, to the in» 35-45: 


tent that ye may believe. What, let Laz+- 
xs die, one that he loved, one ſo ſtrongly 
pleaded for by two Siſters, that he loved 
too, and ſollicited upon his friendſhip to 
relieve him,z. 3. Behold he whom thouloveſi 
zs fick; and our Saviour glad he was nor 
there to prevent it; yes, not glad of Laza- 
rus his extremity, nor of the Churches 3 
Bat of the opportunity to give them 
greater ground of Faith and encourage- 
ment 'to truſt him. The Churches 
Faith is Gods Glory : He that hath ma- 
ny things to truſt to, is 1n ſuſpence 
which he ſhould take hold of : But when 
there is but one lefc, with. what gree- 
dineſs . will he claſp abogt that 2 God 
cuts down worldly props, that we 
might make him our ſtay. How will 
the Church in extremity recollect all 
the deliverances of it in former ages, 
F3 þ and 
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and put them up in p'eas to God, for a 
renewal of his wonted kinaneſs and 
new ſucceſſions of deliverance, where- 
by God g-ts the glory of his for- 
mer work, and his Church the preſent 
comfort in renewing fiducial ads 
upon him? How doth TJehojaphat put 
God in mind of his gracious affiſtance 
acted fome ages before , when he was 
in a ſtraight, by the Tonvaſion of apow-- 
crful Armv / 2 Chron. 20. 7. Art not 
thou cur God that didſt drive out the In- 
hbabitants of this land before thy people 
Iſrael? ». 12. We know not what to ao,- 
but our ejes are upon thee : Never are the 
Charches eyes ſo fixed upon God 3; ne- 
' ver Gods eyes ſoſixed upon the Church, 
as in times of their diſtreſs. Then there 
is a ſweet Communion with, and re- 
counting of - all their former friend- 
ſ1ips. The Church then throws it ſelf 
wholly upon God : Its proſperity is but 
like a troubled See, its diſtreſs 1s the 
time of its reſt. So Aſa, when aſſault- 
ed by a million of men under Zeyh, the 
Etl;: Diaz, how doth he throw” himſelf 
and the who!le weight of his concerns 
þpon the hands of God, and makes 

ER his 
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his Cauſe Gods? 2 Chrow. 14. 11. Help 
#5, O Lord our God, for we ref# ox thee; 
oh. Lord, thow art our God, let not man 
prevail againit thee. And there is an <n- 
couragemeant alſo in the deliverance for 
future Faith. It gives a ground for fu- 
ture Faith from the riches of the pre- 
ſent experience. - In ſuch diſtreſs there 
is the higheſt experieace of God, and 
hope is the fruit of experience z How 
apt are we to believe God 1a other [trat's, 
when we have had aſliſtance ( like 
they that dream'd ) come unexpected- 
ly upon us? God overthrew Pharaoh's 
Hoſt in the Red Sea, when they were 
upon the heels of the affrighted 1ſrae- 
lites, andready to cruſh them, but God 

ave them to be meat to the people inha- 


biting the wilderneſs *, as a ſtanding * Plil74. 
excellent diſh to feed their hops for all !4 


future deliverances upon their truſt in 
God. And indeed that deliverance was 
an earneſt of their perpetual ſecurity, 
by ſpecial Providence 10 any ſucceeding 
trouble. And God oftengives them a 
particular charge to remember that de- 
liverance with a praCtical remembrance, 
to ſti]l their Fear , and ſupport their 
E4- Faith, 
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Faith, Dent: 7. 18, Thou ſhalt not be 


aftraid of them, but ſhalt well remember 
what the Lord thy God did unto Pharaoh, 
ard to all the Egyptians. He would 
have them remember 1t as a Covenant- 
mercy , what the lord thy God did, thy 
God in Covenant; not what the Lord did 
barely by an armof Power, but what he 
did by a vaſtneſ of affeQion, and as a God 


_ of truth and firmneſs in his Covenant. 


. In fitting them by the extremity PR 4 
a hol reception of the Mercy antended. 
' God keeps up the diſtreſs of his 
Church to expel ſelf-confidence. Truſt 


in earthly things is the great check of- 


Gods Kindneſs, We hardly forſake this 


temper, till we are forſaken by all thoſe. 


things we confide in. Times of extree 


mity make us more humble, and humj- 


lity like the Plow, fits us for the ſeed of 
Mercy. The Gardeners digging up the 
So. is but to prepare the earth for 
the receiving and nourſhing ſome ex- 
eellent Plants he intends to put into its 
Womb, There is a certain ſet time for 
Gods 'great aQtions, He lets the powers 
b Garknefs have their hour, and _ 
| WI 
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will take his hour, P/al. 102. 13.Thon 
ſhalt ariſe aud Bave mercy upon Sion, for 
the itime to favour her, yea the ſet times 
come.He hath a ſet time for the diſcovery 
of his mercy, and he will not 0p a jot 
beyond it. What is this time ? v. 9,OC- 
When they eat aſhes like Bread, and min- 
gle their drink with weeping. When they 
are moſt humbled ; and when the ſer- 
vants of God have moſt afte&ion to the 
Church When their humble and ar- 
dent affeQions are ſtrong, even to the 
ruine and rubbiſh of it; when they 
have a mighty defire and longing for 
the reparation of it, as the Jews Ih Chip 


tivity had for the very duſt of the Tem- 


ple, wer. 14. For thy Servants take 
Pleaſure in her Stones, "as favour the 
duſt thereof. For, there, notes it to be a 
reaſon why the ſet time was judged by 
them to be come, That is Gods ſet time, 
when the Church is moſt. believing, 
moſt humble, moſt affefionate to Gods 
Intereſt in ir, and moſt ſmcere. With- 
out Faith we are not fit to defire mercy; 
without humility we are not fit to re- 
ceive it, without affeftion we are not 


Ht tO value It, witEcut fircernty we ate | 
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not fit to improve it, Times of extre- 
mity. contribute to the growth and cx. 
erciſe of thoſe qualifications. 

4. In ſecuring thew againif future 


Streights., For Gods dilappointing 
Enemies :when they think them- 


ſelves ſure of all, 1s the higheſt diſcou- 
ragement to them, and thoſe of the like 
temper to renew the like attempts 5 
tut if they do, 1t 1s an evidence they 
ſhall meet with the like lucceſs 3; *Tis 
the higheſt vexation to fee their projets 
diverted, when they have lighted their 
match, and are read y to give fire. Men 
may better take notice how God loves 
his people, when he apprehends their 
adyerſarics in the very Pinnacle of their 
Pride, and flings them down from the 
Mount of their hopes. It doth not on- 
ly daſh the preſent deſigns, but diſhear- 
ten future attemp:s. The Egyptians af- 
ter their overthrow at theR<d Sea never 
bo rag gen to diſturb them in their jour- 

ney in the Wildernels. It was a Bridle 
to all their enemies, except Amalek,, 
upon whoſe Country they travelled in 
the Wilderneſs, when 1t was the 1nte« 
rel of State in all thoſe Nations tg tha 
taat 
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that ſwarm of People that mnſt have 
ſome Seat to dwell in; and every Nation 
might juſtly fear to be Cciſpoſſefied by 
them; yet we read of no League a- 
mong thoſe Nations bordering upon 
the Wilderneſs, fuch a terror did God 
ſtrike into them by that relief he gave 
his People 1a their extremity at the Red 


| Sea 3 whereby he provided for their fu- 


ture ſecurity in | their whole Journey. 


It was this metled the hearts of the Gi- 


beonites,one of theNations of Canaan,and 
brought them to a ſubmiſſion to F-fue 


as the (eatiment of all their Neigh-- 


bours, Joſh. 9. 9. We are come becauſe 
of the name of the Lord thy God, for 
we have heard the fame of him, and 
all that hedid in Egypt. And for this 


and other reaſons it may be, that the 


times before the Churches laſt deli- 
verance (ſhall be ſharper than any be- 
fore 3 which our Saviour intimates, 
Matt. 24. 21, For then there (hall be great 


tribulation, ſuch as was not ſence the be«: p 


ginning of the world, no nor ever ſhall 
he. Ih Oiſcourſing his Difciples of the 
troubles at the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 


. Which was 2 type of the trouble prece- 
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ding the end of the World, he adds a 
diſcourſe of what ſhall be at the end of 
the World, in the laſt attempt of the 

enemies of the Church, for ver. 29, 
he ſaith i-2mediately after the tribulation 
of thoſe days, he ſpeaks of his coming in 
the Clouds of Heaven with great power 
and glory. And alſoin the Revelation, 
Rev. 16, 18. And there was a great 
earthquake, ſuch as was not ſince men 
were upon the earth, ſo mighty an earth- 
quake, and ſo great. This perhaps at the 
pouring out of the ſeventh Vial may con-. 
cern the Chriſtian Charch as well as the An- 
tichriſtian Party. Bat the reaſon why it 
may be ſharper juſt before that laſt delive- 
rance than it was in former ages, may. be 


becauſe it is the laſt effort the enemy {hall .. 1 


make;the la{t demonſtration of Gods pow- 
er and wiſdom for,and care cf bis Church, 
and of Juſtice upon his enemtes 1n ſuch 
caſes. The laſt ſeaſon for their multt- 
plying their cries, and acting their Faith 
for ſuch a concern. 


3. Of: of Exhortation, If it be ſo, 
that the Providence of God 15 chiefly de- 


{izned for the good of the Caurch 5 
Fir, 
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Firſt , Fear not the Enemies of the 
Church. Tis a wrong to God. Fear 
of Man is always attended with a fſor- 
etfaulneſs of God, Iſa. 51. 12, 13. 
? even | am he that comforteth you, who 
art thou that art affraid of a man that ſhall 
dye, and of the Son of Man that fhall be 
made as Graſs, and forgetteſt the Lord 
thy. Maker, who hath firetched ſorth the 
heavens, @&*c. *Tis to value the pow- 
er of Graſs -above the power of the 
Creator,as though that had more. abili- 
ty to hurt, than God to help. Asif 
men were as ſtrong as Mountains, and. 
God as weak as a; Bulruſh, "Tis a wrong 
to his Truth ; hath'he not comforted 
you in his Promiſe? What Creature 
ſhould then deject you #*Tisa wrong to 
his Mercy ; is he not the Lord thy :Ma- 
ker £ Calvin refers this to Regene- 
ration, and not Creation. Hath he not 
renewed you by his Spirit, and will he 
not protet you by his ſtrength ? and 
that you may. not. queſtion his power, 
Jook up to the Heavens which he hath” 
ſtretched out,and the foundations of the 
Earth which he hath laid: And is that 
Arm which 'hath done ſuch mighty 

= works 
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works too weak to defend that work 
which is choicer in his eye than either 
the extended Heaven, or the cftabliſhed 
Earth 2? We vilike God,and defile his Glo- 
ry, when our fear of mans power ltifles 
our Faith in God, Iſa 8. 12, 13. Neither 
ear you their ſear, nor be affraid:ſanF@ifie 
the Lord of hoſts himſelf, and let him be 
Jour fear. Let the wicked fear the 4/- 
ſyrians, and engage in contederacies 2+ 
gainſt them, but let your eyes be lift- 
ed up to me and my Providence. God 
will either turn away the mouth of the 
Cannon from the Church, or arm it a- 


gainſt the ſhot; either preſerve it from }_ 
a danger, proteCt it in it, or ſanQifie it F 


to the Church, and who need. fear a 
Sword in a fathers: hand ? 

1. Will you fear man, who have a God 
to ſecure you? The Church belongs to 
God, not to man, as a juſt propriety. 
Iſa. 43. 1. Fear not, for I bave redeem- 
ed thee, T have called thee by my name, 
thou art mine ; when thou paſſeSt ihrough 
the waters I will be with thee, ec. Thu - 
art mine, not mans. Thou art mine, I 
an thine. I will be with thee as thine, 
I will ſecure thee as mine, Is my Crea- 

| . ting, 


2 


Divine Providence, 351 _ 
ting, Is my forming , is my redeeming Ez 
thee to no purpoſe? I will not ſecure you - 
1 from trouble ; but furcly my redemp- 
| tion of you, the propriety I have in you, 


ſhould ſecure you from fears in thoſe 
troubles. None ſhall hurt you whilſt 
{| TI have power to defend you. God with. 
 $ xs, if well conſidered and believed, 15 
} fufficient to ſtil] thoſe fears which have 
the greateſt outward objects for their 
encouragement, Pſal. 27. 1. The Lord 
zs the ftrength of my life, of whom ſhall 
T be affraid? It God be our ſtrength to 
ſupport us, why ſhould the weakneſs of 
duſt and aſhes ſcare us? Alliance to 
great men, and ProteGtion of. Princes, 
prop up mens hearts againſt the fears of 
others 3 and ſhall alliance to God be 

of a weaker efficacy? A * Heathen could * 4rram. 
ſo argue that. knew nothing of Redemp- ES R 
tion. Let the Counſels of Enemies be "© © 7 | 
crafty *, yet they conſult againſt Gods pai. 83. 2. - 
hidden ones, hidden by God whillt Plot- 2 
ted againſt by men: who would fear 4 
the ſtratagems of men , whilſt proteQ- 
| <edin an impregnable Tower ? God hides, 
| when men are ready to ſeize the Prey. 
| How did the Angel protect a ſincere, 
trembling 
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trembling Lot againſt the invaſion of 
a whole City, and ſecared his perſon 
whilſt he blinded his enemies eyes that 
they could not fiad the door! laſtraments 
cannot deſign more malicioully than 
Chriſt watches over them affeCtionate-: 
ly. Chriſt hath his Eye to ſee your 
works and danger, where Satan hath his 
7 Throne. | 
2. Will you fear man, who have 4 
God to watch over their motions © What 
counſels can prevail where God intends 
to over-rule their reſolves * There is 
no place ſo cloſe as to keep private reſo- 
lations from his knowledge. This was 
the thought of thoſe States-men againſt? 
whom the Prophet [ſazah thunders, I/a. 
29.-:15.,. 16. 77 unto them that feek 
deep to hide their counſel from the Lord, 
and their works are in the dark; ſurely 
your turning of things upſtde down ſhall be 
eiteemed as the Potters Clay Their Coun- 
ſels were as well known to him as the 
Potters clay is to the Potter, which. he 
can either frame into a veſle], or fling a- 
way into the Maſs from whence he taok. 
it. God, hath not deſpoyled himſelf of 'his 
Government 3 nor will devolve his right 
upon 
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upon any men todiſpoſle of his concerts. 
When men think to a& ſo ſecretly as 
though they framed themſelves, as though 
Gods eye were not upon them ; 3 He wall 
watch and trace all their Motions, and 
. make them inſigniticant to their purpoſes, | 
Satan himſelf,the (lyeſt andſubtileſt agent, 
is too open to God to hide his Councils 
from him. Never fear man till the whole 
combined Polices of Hell can controul 
the reſolves of Heaven. Till God wants 
Omniſcience to dive intothetr ſecrets,skill 
to defeat their Councils, and an arm to 
abate their power. 


3. Wil youfear men or devils who have 
a God to refrain them ? 

The great Dragon and General of 
the Serpents. Seed is under 'a viacing 
power, who can bind him not only a 


thouſand years, but a' thouſand Ages *.'.p., . 


Have his Seed more force to refiſt Al. 2, 

_. mightineſs than their Captain ? 'The 
Prophet ſpeaking of the A/hrians 
threatning Jeruſalem , and the confu- 
ſion in ſome Cities . for fear of them, 
yet, faith [he, he ſhall remain at Nob, 
a _ of the Levites, not far from Je- 
Aa raſelem, 


* 'Pſal 76, 
9. IO, 
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ruſalem , where he might have a full 
Proſpet of the City. He ſhall bur 
ſhake his hand, he ſhall not gripe it in 
his Talons z; He ſhall ſhew his teeth, 
but not bite; ſnar], but not worry, 1/a. 
10. 32. God will let out ſo much of 
the enemies wrath as may anſwer his 
gracious ends to the Church in purging 
of them, but the remainder of Wrath, . 

Which remains 1n their hearts for the 
Churches Deſtruction, he will re- 

— {train *. As a Phyfitian weighs out fo 
much as may curb the Diſeaſe, not kill 
the Patient. The Chain of Providence 
controuls the Power of Satan, when it 

doth not change his defires. The E- 

gyptians Will agaioſt the 1/raelites was 

ltrong, but his power was weak, Might 
and Power is only in the hand of God, 

who Reigns over all, x Chroz. 29. 12, 

And God will exert ſo much of Power 

to bridle the inclinations of Nature in 

| the wicked for the good of his people. 
He will give them ſo much line as may 
ſerve his holy purpoſes, but not fo 
much as ſhall prejudice the Churches 
ſtanding. A Staff 1s not capable of g1- 
ving a [mart blow without the force 4 
the. 
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the hand that. holds it. Wicked men 
are no more than a ſtaff in Gods hand, 
Iſtiah 10. 5. The rod of my anger, the 
ſtaff in their hand is my indignation 3 
he can either ſtril with ic,or break it in 
pieces. The Staff is itil] in the hand 
of God, and cin do no more than what 
his merciful Arm moves it to; as he can 
reſtrain it, ſo he can divert it. What 
ſhould we fear thoſe whoſe hearts ate in 
Gods hands,.whoſe enmity is under Gods 
reſtraint, who can chaage their fury into 
favour, ,or at leaſt bridle it as he doth 
the Waves of the Sea? No Enemies ſhot 
canexcied Gods Commiſfion. God often 

laghs when men Plot, and diſappoints 
when they begin to act. Sometimes he 
'- makes then act contrary to their intenti- 

ons. B:114m comes to curſe the People.and. 
God «urns his torgue to bleſs them, which 

If guided by his 'own heart, would have 


poured our exectations upon them * G4 * Numb. 


puts the words irto his mouth, but nor in 
his heart, v. 5. and makes him bleſs that 
which his heart hates. 


| 4. Will you fear them who have a God 
fo ruin them 2 Though the Beaſt in 
Aa 32 "—- 
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the Revelations hath ſeven heads, a 
reaching Wiſdom 3 and ten horns. a 


* Rer. 17.-mighty power *, (both the numbers 
Ze. 
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of ſeven, and ten, being aumbers of 
perfection 1n Scriptuge ) yet with all 
his Wiſdom an4 Strength he ſhall tum- 
ble down to Dc<:ftruction, they can no 
more reliſt Gods power than bluſtring 
Winds or raging Waves can crofs his 
Will. (| When the enemies. of the 
Church are in Combination, like Thorns 
full of prickles folded together , then 
ſhall they le conſumed like Stubble that 
is dry. Nahum i. 10. God loves to de- 
feat Pride, Exod. 18. 11. In the thing 


wherein they dealt proudly, he was above _ 


them. God waits but the time of their 
ſwelling to make them burſt. Abſu+ 
lom kills” his Brother , withdraws the 
people from their obedience to the 
King, ſtirs them up to revolt, enters 
Jeruſalem 1n his Fathers abſence, pol- 
lutes his Concubines , engages in de- 
{figns againſt his life, raiſeth an Army 
againſt him; who would not ſay David 
was in extremity, and Abſolon alone 
proſpering in his defigns.? . but when / 
Abſalom comes to yea force, God ON 

ES, 
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ſes, an Oak catches him, his Viule for- 
ſakes him, and Joab diſpatches him. Se2- 
cherib had -prolpered in his Conqueſt of 
Fade, taken many ſtrong 'Towas. Iaid 
fiege to Jernyſalem,ſollicites the People to 
revolt, blaſphemes the God of Heaven, 
_ and then an Angel comes and makes a 
dreadful {laughter in a night, and he re- 
_ turning to his own Countrey ts killed by 


his own Sons *. Gods Arrows {hall never 2 Dy | 
miſs their mark, and he hath more than 4; 64 


one to ſtrike into the hearts of his ene- 
mies, Pſal. 13. 14. He ſent ont his: arrows 
and ſcattered them, What reaſon; then 
to fear even multitudes, who can never be 
too i{trong for that God who gave them 


1 _ that little (trength they have? 


| Secondly, The ſecond Duty to which 
we are exhorted.If all Gods Providences 
tend to the good of- his Church and 
People, | 
2. Then cenſure not God in his dark 
Providences. As we are often too haſty; 
in our deſires for mercy, and are not 
' content to ſtay Gods Time, f{o' we are 
| too haſty in making conltruftions' of 
Providence, and will not ſtay Gods lei- 
.Aa3 . * tre 
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ſure of informing us. When God © 
ſeems at the beginning of every Provi- { 
dence to ſpeak the ſame Janguage as 
Chriſt did to Peter in waſhing his feet, 
John 13. 7. What I do, thou knoweit not 
mow , bit thou ſhalt know. bereaſter ; | 
The Inſtruments are viſible, the ation 
ſenſible, but the inward meaning ſtill _ 
lies obſcured from our view. We 
are too ſhort ſighted to apprehend and 
judge of Gads Works : Man cannot 
underſtand his own way * ; much leſs 
& | the ways of an infinite God. Gods 
* Plal, 36. Judgments are a great deep * we may 
+ ſooner fathom the Deepeſt part in the 
Sea, underſtand all the turnings of thoſe _ 
ſubterranean paſſages, lave out the O- |} 
cean with a ſpoon, or ſuck 1n into our 
Bellies that great maſs of waters, than | |} 
underſtand che ways of God with our | 
ſhallow brains. H+ makes darkneſs his } 
Pavilion : He js ſometimes very obſcure | 
in his ways. Neither the greatneſs of 
his Means, nor the wildom of his work- 
30gs can be fully aporchended by men. 
We have ſence to feel the effects, but 
not heads to v:nderſtand the reaſons and 
methods of the Divine Government, 
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Eccleſ.3.11. No man can find out the work 
that God makes from the beginning to the 
end. Though a man may ſee the be- 
ginning of Gods works, yet is he able 
ro walk underftandingly along with Di- 
vine Wiſdom 1n every ltep it takes ? 
will. he not loſe the tradt often before 
it comes to an end? *Tis not the face 
but the back-parts of Providence which 


we behold; why then ſhould we uſurp 


an authority. beyond our ability, and 
make our ſelves Gods Judges; as if in- 
finite Wiſdom and Power were bound- 
ed within the narrow compaſs of our 
purblind Reaſons ? His ways are beyond 
our tracing, and his Councils too bigh 
for our (ſhort meaſures. Since therefore 
God ſatisfies the Righteouſae's of his own 
Will, let us ſubmit our curioſity to his 
Wiſdom,and forbear our Cenſures of that 
exact righteouſneſs. and ſuperlative wif- 
dom which we cannot comprehend. 


1. Therefore, Fir, fix this into your 
minds, that God is righteous, wiſe and 
good 3n every thing. Good, theretore-no- 
thing can be hurttul to his People: Righ- 
teous, therefore nothing Unjult - Wile, 


Aa 4 therefore - 


359. 


360 A Diſcourſe of 
therefore nothing 1a vain. Our 1njurious 
thoughts of him make us ſo unchari- 
table rowards him, and grcater Cenſu- 
rers of his rightcous ways, than we are 
of mens wicked actions. Clouds and 
Darkneſs are about him : our eye can- 
not pierce through his darkneſs, or fee 
the frame of his counſels yet let theſe 
Principles - be kept as the Center; that 
Righteouſneſs and Judgment are the he- 

FPfal 9.2 zz ation of bis Throne *. He is righteous 
in his darkaeſs, wiſe in his clcudineſs ; 
though his Judgments are - unſearch- 
able to us, and his ways paſt finding out, 
by our moſt induſtrious inquiſitions;and | 

g- 6 depth of knowledge and wiſdom there 

* is in them too deep for us to meaſure F. 

God was always Righteous, Wile, and 

Good, he 1s the ſame (111: Though 

- the motions of the Planets be contrary, 

1ct the Sphere where they are fixed, 
the. natures wherewith they were crea- 
ted, are the fame {till, Though the Pro- 
vidences of God have various mot ions, 
yet the Spring of his Counſel, the Rule 
of his Goodnels, the Eye of his Wik 
dom, the Arm of his Power are not al- 
iered : He are by the ſame Rule, diſpa- 
+IES i teth 


Fa 


Divine Providence. 


ſeth by the ſame Wiſdom, orders accor- 
"ding to the fame Righteouſneſs 3 be is un- 
changeable in the midſt of the change- 
able «ffe&s of Providence. The Sun is the 
ſame body, which admits of no inward 
alteration, keeps exaftly its own motion, 
though its appearances are ſometimes 
 ruddy, ſometimes clear, its heat fome- 
| times more. faint, at another time more 
+ ſcorching, its diſtance ſometimes nearer, 
| ſometimes farther off. He muſt be very 
ignorant that thinks the obje& upon 


3%1 


= 


which welook through a Priſme or Tri- , 


gol Glaſs thange their colours as often 
_ as they are repreſented ſo, in the various 
turnings of the Glaſs. You ſee the un- 


dulations and wavings of a Chain which 


| hangs perpendicularly, one part moves 
" this way, and another that way, but the 


hand that holds it, orthe beam to which 


' itis faſtned is firm and ſteddy-: 

. 2-Diſtinguiſh between preparations to the 
. main work, and the perfedion of the works 
between the motions of Gods eyes, and. 


the diſcovery of his ſtrength, his eyes 


move before his Power. The negle&t 


of this was the cauſe of the ——_— | 


kindneſs 


uncharitable Cenſares of the 


ws 
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of God : they interpret: Gods reducing 
them 1nto the Straits near the Red Sea, a 
deſign for their deſtruQtion, which was 
but the preparation for their compleat 
deliverance, in a way molt: glorious tn 
God, and moſt comfortable and advan- 
tagious tothemſelves. | 
He that knows not the uſe of the 


Morn. de Grape, would fooliſhly cenſure a man_ 


eerit. Rel. A EEE BT” 4 
Chriſtian. Who ſhould fling them into a Wine- 


cap. 12-P. preſs, and ſqueeze: them into maſh, 
21%" which is but a preparation of them to 
.. afford that generous liquor which: was 
the end of their growth. God treads 
his Grapes 1a a Wine-preſs, to draw 
from thence a delicate Wine, and pre- 
ſerve the juyce for his own uſe, which 
would elſe wither upon the ſtalk, and 
dry up to nothing. We judge not the 
Husbandman angry with his - ground 
for tearing it with his Plow, nor cen- 
{ure an Artificer for hewing his Stones, 
or beating his Iron, but. expect patieatly 
the i{lue of the delign. Why thould we 
not pay the. ſame reſpect to God which 
we do to mn 1n their Arts; fince we are 
leſs capable of being Judges ot his 1n- 
comprehenſible Wildom , than of the 

: Skill 
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$kill of our fellow Creatures? ' God in 
his crols Providences prepares the 
Church for fruittulneſs whileſt he Plows 
it. He miy ſeem to be digging up the 
Bowels of. the Chinch, while he is on- 
ly preprring to lay the foundation in 
S50z tor the raiſing a noble (truftare; 
and 1n what ſhape ſoever he appears in 
his preparations , he will in his perfe- 
Aon of it 2ppear in glory, Pſ.l. 102. 
16. When the Lord ſh-Il build up Sion, 
he ſhall appear in glory, and evidence 
that he was reſtoring, whilſt we thought 
him deſtroying ; and healing, whilſt we 
thought him wounding. As God hath 
ſetled a gradual Progreſs in his works 
' of Creation, ſo by degrees he brings 
his everlaſting Counſels to perfection. 
The ſeaſons of the year are not jumbled 
together, but orderly ſucceed one ano- 
ther:& the coldneſs ofthe Wiater is but 
. a preparation for a ſeaſonable Spring,and 
a Summer-Harveſt, We do not unrighte- 
ouſly accuſe God of diſorder in his com- 
mon works ,why ſhould we doit in his ſpe- 
cial works of Providence? we do notdil- 
parage the Muſitians skill for the jarring 
and yaintelligble touches in the tuning 
the 
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[aſtrument, but rather wait for the Leſ- 


ſon he intends to. play : It we ſtay for 
Gods fuller Touches of this great n-. 


ment of the World in the way of his Pro- 


vidence, it will, Itke Davids Harp, chafe 
away that evil '$pirit from uz which 1s 
now too apt to cenſure him, 

3. Fixnot your eye only upox hr 
fible operations of providenee, but #he ul- 
timaie end, As 1a a Watch the: various 
wheels have different motions, yet all 


ſubſervient to one end, to tell the true . 


hour of the day, and the motion of the 


Sun ; ſo are ail the Providences of God. 


Should any have been preſerved 1n the 
Deluge upoa ſome high mountain, 
Who had not knowa the deſign of the * 
Ark, and had ſeen it floating upon ſuch 
a Maſs of Waters, he would have judg- 
cd the People init in a deplorable condi- 
tion, and have concluded that it would 
have broke againlt a Viountain, ar been 
overiurned by the Waves; yetthat was 
Noab's preſervative. Had any. of us. 
been with Chriſt, & acknowledged him 
the Saviour of the World, and yet ſeen 
him Crucifie4 in ſuch a manner by 
mea, and judged only by that 5 what 
wile 


"4 
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wiſe and what juſt confiructions ſhould 
we have made of that Providence ? 
much the ſame as ſome of his Diſciples 
did, Luke 24. 21. We truſted that it had 
_ been he which ſhould have redeemed Iſ\racl. 
But the whole deſign is ſpoiled , we 
were fools, and he an Impoſtor. Yer . 
this which ſeemed to be the ruine-of 
Redemption, was the neceſſary high- 
way to it by Gods conſtitutzon. | No o+ 
ther way Was it to be procured, ver.26. 
Onght not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe. 
things, and to have entred into his Glo- 
ry2 His entrance into Glory to pertect 
our Salvation, was the end. of the fenſi- 
ble ſuffering, wherein he laid the foun- 
dation. As they charge Chriſt with im- 
poſture, not confidering the end, fo do. 
we God with unrighteoufneſs, when 'we 
conſider not his aim, The <nd both 
beautifies and crowns the work 5: The - 
remarks of Gods Glory in the Creati- 
on are better drawa from the ends of 
the Creatures and their joynt ſubſervi- 
ency to. them, than from any one lingle 
piece of the Creation. We mult not 
only confider the preſent end, but the 
remote end, becauſe Ged'in his Provi- 
| dence 
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- dence towards _ his Church hath - his 
end for after times. God acts for ends 
at a great 'diſtance from us, which may 
not 'be compleated till we are dead and 
rotten Huw can we judge of that which 
reſpcQ a thing ſo remite from us, un- 
leſs we view it in that Relation? Gods 
aims 10 former Providences w-r< things 
to come, his aims in preſent Providences 
are things to come. As the matter of the 
Church-s Prayers, ſo the objects of Gods 
Providences are things to come, 1/2. 45. 
11. Ask me of thirgs to come, Cconcern- 
ing my ſins. The matter of their Pray- 
ers then were, tiat God would. order . 
all things for the coming of the Meſſagb. 
The matter of the Churches Prayer now 
1s.that God woulJ order all things for the 
perfecting the Meſſech. in his myſtical 
Body. The whole trame of Providence 
is for one intire deſign. * Tis one intire 
*ey, 5+ 1- Bok with ſeven Scals *. The beginning 
of a Book,as well as the middle, hath re- _ 
lation to the end. The delign of Gods 
Book of Providence 1s b:.t one 19 all tie 

ſeven Seals and periods of time. - 
4. Conſider not only ove ſingle aff of 
Providence,but the whole ſcheme to make 4 
concluſin. 
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concluſion, The motions of his eyes 
are. various, but all end in diſcoveries 
of his ſtrength. Men do notargue from 
one ſingle propoſition, but draw the con- 
{ clufion from ſeveral propoſitions knit to- 

_ "gether. *Tis by ſuch a Spiritual Logick 

1 weareto make our concluſions from the 
ways of Providence. As in the.reading 
| - Scripture, if we take not the whole Pe-,,___ 
{4 riod, we may make not only nonſenſe, juſtificati- 
4 bur Blaſpehmy, as in that of the P/almiſt, 9n, part-2. 
J Thou art not a God that hath pleaſure in agony on 
wirighteouſneſs.. If a man ſhould read 
only, thou art not a God, and make a full 
ſtop there, it would be blaſphemy; but 
reading the whole verſe, it is excellent 

ſence, and an honourable declaration of 
* Gods holineſs. Such Errors will be 
F * committed in i\reading the Books of 
F Providence, if we fix our. eyes only in 
4 one 'place, and make a full ſtop where 
] God hath not made any. We. judge 

not of a Pjcture by the firſt daught, bur 

the laſt lines; not by one ſhadow or 
colonr, but by the whole compolure. 

The Wiſdom of God is beſt judged of 

by the vizw of the harmony of Provi- 
dence, The fiogle threads of Provi- 

| dence 
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dence may ſeem very weak, or knotty 
and uneven, and ſeem to adminiſter 
juſt occafion of Cenſure; buc will it 
not as much raiſe the admiration to: fee 
them all woven into a curious piece of 
branched work ? Conlider therefore 


Gods ways of working ; but fully judge 
nothing, till the concluiton, for that to. 


judge before thetitne, Judge not then 
of Providence at the firlt appearance, 
God may ſo loſe the glory of his work, 
and you the comfort. 

Thirdly. The third Duty. Ir-guire 


into providence, and interpret all publick 


providences by this Rule. We mutt 


ſearch into it, though we are not able 
to find out all the reaſons of it. - What 


can be a braver ſtudy than that which _ 
is the obje& of Gods eternal counſel? ' 


We are conformed to God in our Wills, 
when we have the ſame ends in our mo- 


tions ; an] we are conformed to Godin 


our underſtandings, when we have the 
ſame obj<& of our thoughts. Some 
Providences have their interpretation 
written in their foreheads, we may run 
and read, ſuch as his ſignal! Ju'gments 
19 the World, which expreſs the = 
ia 
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fin for which they are inflicted ; others 
are wrapt up ina harder ſhell and more 
covers, and therefore more labour is ne- 
ceſſary to reach the kernel ; ſome are too 


- high for our knowledge, none for our 


a 
. 


enquiry. 'Tis our duty to ſeek after God, 


"though we can never arrive to a perfe&t 


. Krowledge of him. Job 11.7. Canſt thou 


| | by ſearching find out God ; canſi thou find 


out the Almighty unto perfeFions He 
prohibits not the ſearching, though he 
aſſerts the impoſſibility of finding him 


| out to perfetion. What hath God gi- 
. ven us faculties for, but to ſearch after 
him? and we muſt not do it. to fatisfic 


' our curiolity, but to encreaſe ourknows- 


ledge, and conſequently our admiration 
of his wiſe and powerful care. Di- 
ligence muſt be uſed too. Our firſt 


4 thoughts about things of concernmenr, - 
Z | are uſually confuſedz fo are our firſt 


ſights of Providence. Providence is a 


great deep, deep things are not ſeen 
| - without ftooping down. We mult 
| *ceaxy4at as the Angels do when they 
ſearch into the things ofthe Goſpel #. * » Per. 1, 


But let this aim of God at the good of '*: 
his Church be the rule of your inter- 
B b pretation 
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14, 15,16, 


A. Diſcourſe of 
pretation., Without this compaſs to 
{teer our judgments by, we may both 
loſe and rack our ſelves in the Wilder- 
neſs of Providence, and fortify our na- 
tural Atheiſm and Ignorance inſtead of 
our Faith. Imuſt confeſs the ſtudy of 
Providence 1s in ſome reſpect more dif- 
ficult than in the former Apes of the 
World, becauſe God ſeems ta -manage 
things in the Church more by his Wiſe 
dom than Power, which 1s not ſo. intel- 
tigible by man as the ſenſible effefts of 
his ſtrength. That attribute he mani- 
feſted moſt in Miraculous ways, and the 
vilible Miniſtry of Angels, as we read in 
Scripture ſtories z now he employs his 
Wiſdom more in ordering fecond cau- 
ſes in ordinary ways to his own high, . 
merciful, and juſt. ends. Yet ſince the 
diſcovering of Chriſt God hath given 
us a rule whereby we may diſcern much 
of his Wiſdom in the knowledge of his 
end. As the knowledge of Chriſt re- 
moves the Veil from the Scripture in 
our reading of it *. The ſame Veil re- 
mains in the reading of the Old Teſta- 
ment, which Veil is done away in Chrit, 
(which Veltl is (till upon the Jews) and 
m2Kes 
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makes us underſtand thoſe parts of the 
Old Teſtament, which otherwiſe would 
be utterly obſcure 3; ſo in the reading 
the Books of Providence, the knowledy 
of this end of God in them, will belp 
us to underſtand the meaning of that 
which otherwiſe would non-plus the 
Reaſon of man:. He that knows the end 
of one that is making a Watch, will not 
wonder at his framing ſmall wheels, and 
filing little pins ; but he that underſtands 
nothing of the deſign, would count it ri- 
diculous for a man fo to trifle ' away his 
time. Without the knowledge of this 
end, we ſhall expoſe our ſelves to miſcra- 
ble miſtakes. As Plutarch miſtook the 
cauſe of the cealing of Oracles, aſcribing 
| It to the change of the nature of the So1}, 
not affording thoſe  exhalations as for- - 
merly; or the death . of the Demons 
which gave thoſe Oracles. He had judged 
otherwiſe, had he known or believed the 
riſing .of a higher power, the Sun of 
| Righteouſneſs in the World, who im- 
poſed ſilence upon thoſe Angels of dark- 
} neſs; the | moſt famous Oracles in the 
World cealing about the time of Chriſt: 
To imagtne to interpret the [motions 
B b 2 of 
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of Providence without a knowledge of | 
Chriſt, and the deſign of God for his 
Church, is: as vain as to imagine we can 
paint a ſound, or underſtand a colour by 
our ſmell. Corre& . Senſe by Reaſon 
in this work, and Reaſon by Faith. To 


What end hath God preſcribed Faith to 


ſuccour us in the weakneſs of Reaſon, if 
it had been capable to underſtand his 
ways without it, and-if we make no 


| uſe of it upon ſuch occaſions. 


Fourthly, A fourth Duty. Confider 
the former Providences God hath wrought 


for the Church in the paſt Ages. Let him 


not loſe the preſent glory. of his paſt 
works, Pſal. 102. 18. This ſhall. be 


written for the Generation to comes and the 


People which fhall be created fhall Praiſe 


the Lord. Even for that work of his 
which is written to be done in former 
Apes. -. God loves to have his former 


works read and pleaded. *Tis a keep*  . 


ing a ſtanding praiſe of him in the 
World. We have had the benefit of 


- them, it is fit God ſhould havethe glo- 


ry of them, from us as well as from 
thoſe who immediately 1njoyed them. 
Our good was bound up in every former 
preſervation 


wo <6 7 x "es = 
< 
oy 


Divine Providence. 


preſervation of the Church. If the 
Candleſtick had been broken, where 
had the Candle been 2 Had the Church 
been deſtroyed, how could the Goſpel 
have been tranſmitted to us ? Let the 
Daty we owe to Gods Glory, engage us 
to a conſideration of them 3 and the be- 
nefit we have had by them allo, incite us. 
We uſually forget not things that are 
ſtrange, nor things that are profitable 
His works of old have bzen works of 
Wonder in themſelves, and profitable 
to us. To what end arethe Praiſes of 
Gad diſcovered to the Generations to 
come, but that they ſhould refle& thoſe 
Praiſes to Heaven again , and convey 
them down to the Generations follow» 
ing 3 Pal. 78. 4. Shewing to the Gene- 
ration to come the Praiſes of the Lord. 

r. This will help us in our inquiries into 
preſent Providences. 

There is a beautiful connexion between 
former and latter Providences; they are 
but ſevera] links of -one Chain. ' The 
Principle and End is the ſame. That God 
from whence they come, that Chriſt 
tg which they tend, is the ſame yeſter- 
day,- to day and for ever. What 

| _ Bb3 Gad 
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God doth now 1s but a Copy of what he 
pourtrayed in his word 'as done in for- 
mer ages There are the ſame characters 
t Wiſdom upon both; The ſame goods 
ne the ſame d<fign in both. The Births 
of Providence are all of a like temper | 
and diſpoſition. We cannot miſs of the 
deroding of them, 1f we compare 
them with the ancient Copies : For 
God 18 in the Generation of the Righ- 
teous the ſame God ftll, God 1s the 
ſame, his ends are the ſame, the events 
will bethe ſame. | 
2. It will ſupport our Faith. The reaſon 
of our dithdence of God in the cauſe of 
the Church, is the forgetfulneſs of his 
former appearances for her>O! if we did 
remember his former goodneſs, we 
ſhould not be ſoready to doubt of his fu- 
ture care. This was the Pſalmiſts care in 
his acfpondencies, and 1n his overwhel- 
ming troubles ol Spirit, Pal. 77.9. 
Hath Gob forgotten to be gracious ? hath 
he in avger ſhut up his tender mercies ? 
but verſe 19. He concludes it his 7#- 
firmity , and reſolves upen a review of 
the. Recerds of Geds ancient works for 
ais People, and the years of the right 
hand 
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hand of the moſt High, thoſe times where- 
in he declared his Power and hiz glory, 
and ſo proceeds to the top of all their de- 
liverances, viz. that out of Egypt. Doth 
Gods Wiſdom decay , or t his Power 
grow feeble ? Is not his Intereſt the 
ſame? Is he not a God ſtill like himſelf? 
Is not his glory as dear to him as before? 
Hath he caſt off his afteQion to his own 
name? Why ſhould not he then 
do the ſame works, fince he hath 
the ſame concern ? God himſelf to en- 
courage us calls them to our remem- 
brance, Iſa. JO. 2. [s my hand ſhort- 
ned that I cannot redeem? or have { no 
Power. to Deliver e Behold, at my rebuke 
I do dry up the Sea, I make the Rivers a 
Wilderneſs, &c. Am not I the ſame 
God that dried up the Sea, that wroughe 
thoſe ancient wonders which amaz'd the 
World? what doth your diſtruſt Ggnifte 
but the impair of my Power 2 Rouſe up 
,your ſelves to a conſideration of them 2 
And thence gather freſh ſupplies to 
ſtrengthen you in your preſent depen- 
dence upon me. He puts us in mind of 
them, becauſe we are apt to forget 
them. Ger. 1 5. 6. When it is ſaid Abre- 
Bb 4 hans 
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ham believed in the Lord, and it was ac- 
counted to him for Righteouſneſs. God 
anſwered him, v. 7. 1 aw the Lord that 
brought thee out af Ur of the Chaldees,keep 
up thy Faith, and tothat end, remember 
what I did for thee before in calling thee; 
caſt thy eye upon that. place whence 
I delivered thee ; either from the Idola- 
tries of the place, or the perſecution he. 
was in for the true Worſhip of Gad. And 
as God puts him in mind of his Mercy 
he had ſhewn to him before, for the en- 


 couragement of his Faith 3 ſo the pea- 


ple of God have made uſe of them to 
this end. Golzah's Sword was counted 
by David the fitteſt for his defence in 
his flight, becauſe it bad been a Monu- 
ment of Gods former deliverance of 
him, 1 Sam, 21. 9. When he asks 
for a ſword or Spear, Abimelech ſaid, 
tbe Sword of Goliah whom thou ſleweſt, "is 
here. And David ſaid, there is none like 


That, give it me. How haſtily he catches 


at it ! There is none like that Sword 
that hath ſo ſignal, a mercy writ upon 
it, That very Sword will not only de- 
fend me againſt my enemies, but guard 
wy Faith againſt thoſe TORY 
+ fee | that 
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that would invade it. This encourage- 

ment of Faith and Hope is the end of 
God in his tranſmiſſion of the records 
of his former Providences to us, Pſal. 
78. 6, 7. That the Generation to come 
might know them, and declare them to their 
Children ; From one poſterity to ano- 
ther, that thay might ſet their hope in 
. God. | 

3. It will enliven our Prayer. 

'Tis a mighty Plea in Prayer. How 
often doth David urge it? Thou haſt 
been my help, thou haſt delivered my 
Soul from Death, wilt thou not deliver 
my feet from falling? And in the 
Churches concerns too, 1 Chron. 16. 
11, 12. Seek the Lord and hie Strength, 
ſeek his face continually: remember the 
marvellous works that he hath dane. A 
refletion upon what God hath done, 
ſhould be joyned with our defires of 
what we would have God to do for us. 
When Moſes was praying upon the top, 
while Iſrael was fighting with Amalek, 
' at the foot of the hill, he had the Rod 

of God in his hand, Exod. 17. 9. That 
miraculous Rod which had amazed. 
| Pharaoh, whoſe motion Summoned al 

A | | tne 
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the Plagues upon him. That Rod 


which had ſplit the Sea for their paſ- 


ſage, broached the Rock for their thirſt, 
and had been inſtrumental 1n many Mi- 
racles : certainly Moſes ſhewed this 
Rod to God,and pleaded all thoſe won» 
derful deliverances God had wrought 


inſtrumentally by it. No doubt but 


he caried it with him to fhew to'God 
for a Plea, as well as to the Iſraelites 
to ſpirit their Reſolutions againſt their 
Enemies. | 

4. It will prevent much Sin. 


A forgetfulneſs of his former works 


15one caufe of our preſent provocations. 


It was ſoin the caſe of the Iſraelites fin, 
Pſal. 106. 7. They remembred not the 


multitude of bis mercies, but provoked 
thee at the Sca, even at the Red Sea: they 
had loſt the memory of ſo many Mira- 
cles in Egypt , and which apgravated 


their Sin, they provoked him at the Sea, © 


at the red Sea; they provoked him un- 
der a prefent indigency, as as well as a- 
oainſt former mercy : they provoked 
him in that place of ſtraits where all 


the powers on Earth could not have' re-, 


lieved them, had Heaven neglected them. 


The 


— 


Divine Providence. 
The provocation you may ce, Exed. 
14. IT, 12. Which ſprang from a for- 
netfulneſs of his kjndnel ſo lately ſhews- 
ed to them. How apt are we to forget 
old Mercies, when we are ſo naturally 
apt to blot out of our memories mercies 
newly received ? If this were well con- 
fidered by men, it would prevent their 
enterpriſes againſt the Church, . and- 
conſequently their ſhame and Ruin. 
Are there Records of any who have 
hardned themſelves againſt God and 


proſpered *? How might in 'that res « job 52: þ 


flection be ſeen the fruſtrationsof Coun- 
ſels, diſgracing of attempts, ſhowers 
_of Fury and Vengeance from Heaven 
upon the heads of ſuch? The reaſon 
why the wonderful works of God were 
to be made known to poſterity , was 
that they might not be as their Fathers, 
a Stubborn and Rebellious Generati- 
on * of men; if they did conſider thoſe 


tranſactions "af God in and for his , PR17's 


Church, they could no more think to 
ſtop the breath of perpetual powerful 
Providence, than to bridlein a Storm, or 
ſtop the motion of the Sun. To cor- 
clud this. Gods Providential Judge- 
ments 


*; 
a 
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ments are to_ be remembred : though 
they are for the puniſhment of the age 
that feel: them, they are alſo - for the 
inſtrution of the age which ſucceeds 
them, tell 3170 number, be as exact as 
in your accounts, wherein you: take ng- 
tice of every number, minute and cipher, 
The works of Providence as well ag 
the Doctrine of God, are parts of a 
Childs Catechiſm; they are to keep up 
the conſideration of them in themſelves, 
and hand them in. inſtruction to their 


 _ Children. | 


Fifthly, The fifth Duty. AG faith 
0n. Gods Prapidence. ; 

Times of trouble ſhould be times of 
confidence; fixedneſs af heart gn God, 
would prevent fears of heart, P/al.11. 2. 
7. He ſhall not be affraid of evil tydings, 
his heart is fixed, how £ truſting in the 
Lord: his þeart is eſtabliſhed, they ſhall 
:0t be moved, Otherwiſe without it, 
we ſhall be as light as a Cork moved 
with every blaſt of evil tydings, our 


hopes will ſwim or fink according to 


the news we hear. Providence would 
ſeem to ſleep, unleſs Faith and Prayer 
awakened it. The Diſciples had hut 
: | | little 


Divine Providence. 


| lictle Faith in their Maſters account, 


yet that little Faith awakened him in 
' a Storm, and herelieved them. Unbe- 
| lief only doth diſcourage God from 
1} ſhewing his power in taking our parts. 
Every one will walk in the name of his 
God, and we will walk in the name of the 
Lord our God for ever aud ever, Micah 
4- 5- Heathens will truſt in their Idols, 
and ſha}l not we in that God that lives 
for ever? Have we any reaſon to have 
a leſs eſteem of our confidence 'in' God, 
than Heathens had of, and in their Idols? 
We ſhould do our duty, which is Faith 
and. Hope, and leave God'to' do his 
work, which is mercy and kindneſs. 
By unbelief we deny his providence, 
diſparage his Wiſdom, and ſtrip him of 
his power. We have none elſe to truſt, 
no-creature can order any thing for the 
Churches good without Gods Commil- 
fion and direqion. What ſhould we 
truſt him for ? For that wherein his glo- 
ry is concerned, which is more worth 
to him than all the World befides. Truſt 
him moſt when inſtruments fail. God 
takes them off ſometimes, to ſhew that 
he needs not any, and to have our con- 
_ fadence « 


f 
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A Diſcourſe of .... 
fidence rightly placed; on him, which 


ſtaggered. before between him and the . | 


Creature. | | 
1. All the Godly formerly did aF Faith or 


a leſs foundation. The Godly Patriarchs ' 3 


who lived eight or nine hundred years, 
depended upon providence that long 
time; and ſhall not we. for ſeventy years, 
the uſual term of mans life ! They bad. 
Promiſes to ſupport them, we have not 
only the ſame Promiſe but. the Perfor- 


| mances ,of them too. They had Pro- 


vidences; we have the ſame and. more, 
all upon Recordin Scripture, all ſince 
the Canon of Scripture was cloſed, what- 
{oever God hath remarkably done: for- 
his people in all ages. Adam had but 
one. promiſe, and but little experience. 
of Gods Providence, - yet no doubt truſt» 
ed in him. We have a multitude. of 
Promiſes not only pronounced, but ſea]- 
ed, confirmed by . many repetitions, 
which are freth obligations laid by God 
upon himſelf. The experience of all 
the Providences of God. towards his 
Church for above five thouſand years 
and ſhall our Faith ſtagger when: upon 


us are .come the ends of the World ? 
| doth 


0 
a 
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doth it become us to have our Obligati- 
ons to Faith-ſo ſtrong, and our Exerciſe 
of it ſo weak? The Promiſe of Chriſt * * 16.75.14, 
that a Virgin ſhould bring forth a Son, 

was thought by God a ſufficient fecurity 

to ſupport their confidence in him againſt 

the fury of their. enemies 3 It being a 
greater wonder that a Virgin without loſs 

of her Virginity ſhould bring forth a Son, 

than the routing of an Hoſt of Enemies. 

Is not then the performance of this, Gods 

aCtual ſending his Son to us through the 

Womb of a Virgin, a higher ground of 
confidence for the Churches ſucceſs in e- 

very thing elſe,. than barely the Promiſe 

could be? All creatures in danger have a 
natural confidence in God, He 7s the cone 

fidence of all the ends of the Earth ; but the 
Churches confidence may be more firmly 

placed in him, bzcauſe he is. particularly 

the God of their Salvation, Pſal. 65. 5. 

By terrible things, in Righteouſneſs, wilt: 

thou anſwer us, O. God 'of our Salvation, 

oo art the confidence of all the ends of the 

arth. | 


2. De your only way to have merey for 
the Church and for your ſelves. | 
| If 
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If he take pleaſure in them that boye 
in bis mercy, as it 1s in Pſal. 147. 11, 
He will take pleaſure to relieve them, 
He will ſtrengthen the bars of their gates, 
verſe 13. If he take pleaſure in them 


that hope in his mercy, then the ſtrong- . 1 
er and more lively their hope is, the | } 


more intenſe is Gods pleaſure in them; 
If they do not hope in his Mercy, he 


hath no pleaſure in them, and no delight : | | 


to them. He hath a goodneſs laid up 
for them that fear him, and he will lay 


it out too for them that truſt in him: 


Pſal. 31.15. O how great is thy good- 
neſs which thou haſt laid up for them that 


fear thee, which thou hait wrought for 
them that truſt in thee before the ſons of 


zen 2 "Tis laid up for all that fear him, 
but it is wrought for them that truſtin 


him, It is manifeſted upon ſpecial aQs- 


of truſt and reliance, and wrought be- 
fore the ſons of men. Thoſe that own 


God publickly in a way of reliance, 
_ God will own them publickly in a way 


of kindneſs. Faith is the key that un- 
locks the Cabinet of ſpecial Providence. 


Thoſe eyes which move about all the | 


World, are fixed upon thoſe that truſt in 
him, 


\ _- 
£ 1 
: 


2 notice of by bo very 'Heathens.; yet 
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him, Pſal. 33. 18. The eye of the Lord 
ir upon them that hope in his Mercy: 
The fixth Duty, Wait upon God in 
the way of his Providence. Wait upon : 
him as he is a faithful Creator *; much: ; r Pe 
more ſince the. title of being our Re- - 
deemer is added to that of our Crea- 
tor, which ſtrengthens his. Relation'to 
us. - Not to wait, diſparageth his care, 
bounds his power, or refle&s upon. hi 
Wiſdom : as if he had ftript himſelf of 
his immenſe goodneſs, and forgot both 
his Promiſe and his People 3 as if he. h; 
cancelled the Covenant, aod ivenup bis Au 
whole intereft -to | the, Luths of, men, - Gu 
Wait in the. ſaddeſt appearances. The = 
Hour of Chriſts death was difmal in the | 
| World, and darkneſs was upon the Earthz 
a miraculous Eclipſe of. the Sun, 'raken 


were' we never nearer to happineſs than 
F* in that dreadful time when, our Saviour 
F was molt dyed in, his ownBlood. Tio 
' Sanguine, Complettion. of the' Event 
ﬆ&ky;-1s a/preſage of a fair ſucceeding 
Mornings, ſo,” many times Wthe red Ves 
ture of the Church: 


Ce f. Wai 


'Þ ath tm cetther Promiſe or Providence. 


pecdativn ſhall not be cut off. 


Str vice eo 
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Fr. Wait upon” him chedientially. 
Commit your ſouls to God, but 77 well 
 doimg *. Uſe no indircedt means ; a con- \ 
' tertipt of the precept cannot conſiſt with 


The obey ing part is ours, the 'govern- 
mg part B Gods, Prov. 23. 17. Let 
yot thine beart envy ſinners, but be thu ÞF 
ih the fear of the Lmrd all the daylong, 'Þ 
 Nirely there is a+ end, and thize ex- Þ# 
God wilt 
Vern all the day, but we muſt ſear 
Ein all the day. When fear on our part, 
attends Government on Gods part, 
there will be #n end of our carnal fears, 
ad a good iſſue of our hopes. The 
preateft deliveranices of his Church 
hive been when his People Has ſtood 
ſtil. Exod 14. 13. As that deliverance 
wa; a type of a'l facure ones, and aground. 
of Faith, ſo the carriape God enjoyned 
Was 2 rule to his people in all future 
ſtraights *'Tis againſt the Laws of }F 
COR Government for thoſe Hſted in his Þ}F 
tr without order. The, Þ 
Law 'is our*ſtanding Rule -& Dury.. | 
Providence cannot be a ſtanding vihible 
Rule, becaule of the variety and ſcem- 
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Divine Providence. 
jag croſneſs of it ſometimes: to our, ap- 
prehenfions: Do not preſume to lead 
God, but be led by him : Tis our fafety 
to follow him, *tis our fin and danger to 
prefime to be his Direors. We may 
loſe our ſelves when we are our own 
blind guides, and falf into a ditch ; but 
when we follow God; he hath 'wiſdom 


to foreſee the Precipites we may ſtum- 


ble into, and/goodnefs to divert us from 
them. By interpoſing carnal devices, 
men may perhaps have their ends, but 
with little comfort,” perhaps much bir-. 
ternefs to themſelves. Jacob by his 
haſty nfing his own and His mothers, ſin- 


I  fal' projet for the Bleffing, pot it” in-- 


deed; but a croſs too, for he was a'man 
of Sortows all his days, By waiting in 
Gads way, we ſhall have our ends with 
more ſweetneſs, b:caufe purely a fruit of 


] 95% cxre andgoodnes 


'2. Wiit patiently. How often are 
our Spipits troubled 'abour future events, . 
Jad" affraid of the evil which threa- 


”- 


 rehs us, as if 'we were in pain for God, 


:rd/inconbr'of his wiſe Condutt; Think 


F . thr Gods rime 'rop Jong. He waits as 
thuch for a fit opportunity to ſhew His 


Þ 


C'c 3 | Mercy 


4 Diſcourſe of | 
Mercy as you can wait for the enjoy- 
ment of it, Iſa. 13. 18. Therefore will 


the Lord wait that he may be gracious. 


wto yu ; bleſſed are all they that 'wait 
for him. *'Tis a part of our blefſedneſs 


to. wait for God, fince it is a. part of ©. } 
Go2s kindneſs to; wait for a fit feafon to' 1 
be gracious to us.. 'Tis not for us-to- #F 


preſcribe Rules to God, but follow the 
Rules he preſcribes. to us. . He hath 


freely made his. Promiſe, let him be | 


Maſter of his, own | time to make it 
good, He will ſhew as mich Wiſdom. 


1a accompliſhing, as he did mercy in de- 


claring-it. -God can do things in a. mo» 


ment, but it is his wiſdom to take time, F 
that | his people may have time toexer- | 
ciſe their truſt, their' hope, and. their pa- Þ 
| tience, He will take time in the ways Þ| 
of his. providence as well as he did in 'F 

the works of : Creation. He allotted 'F 
ſix days to that which' he could have' 'F 


framed in a minute. _He is Judge of z ; 


what is needful for us, and when F | 


It is 'needful for us. If God ſhould 


give- us. that, which is a mercy in ts 2 3 
own. nature, many times when we. de- ÞF y 


fire it, it might not be a mercy. If we F 


will truſt che $kill of bis Wiſdom forthe 
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Divine Providence. 
\ beſt ſeaſon, it cannot hut be a mercy, 

- for. he will-give it us with his onwglo- 
_. Iy and grace wrapt up in it, which will 
4 make it ſweeter to himſelf- when” his 
3 Wiſdom'is honoured, / and ſweeter 'to 

$ us when our good 1s. promoted . Gods 

F methods appear in the end+both- wiſer 
1F  and' better: than' our frames. ' Infinite 
- goodneſs. aims more at ' our welfare, 
than our ſhallow ſelf-love 3 and: infinite 
wiſdom can. condud&.things to our wel- 

fare better than our ſhort: fighted $kill 
He that knows all thei/moments of - time, 

F knows beſt how to time his actions. As 
+ God ſtaid for'a fulneſs of time to bring 
| - the. great Redemption by: Chriſt into - 
' the World; ſo he ſtays for'a+fulneſsof 
'F timeto bring all the great conſequences 

+ 21d appendices of it unto -his. Church, 
: Every thing is beantiful in kis. time.” In 
its own time, 1n Goos time, © not » IN * Ecclef 
F ours*.. ; 25102 3-11, 
3 2. Wait conflenily. Though. the 
Wheels of - providence, ſeem ſometimes, k. 
_ to ſtand ftill-*, and God'ſeems. t0-; pit, T 
F aperiod to. the care of his Churchg yet 
'F let not; us +negle& our- Cutys Waitra ; 
& 2 while, and: the Wheels will be put-upen | 1 
» £ o c 3 theix : JF 
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A Diſcourſe of . 
their former rolling. Some - particular 
paſlages of Providence may trouble ug 
for a while, but in the iſſue God may an- 
ſwer our dcfires above our expeQations, 


and thereby confute our fears. His "7 


Providences are ſometimes like Rivers Þ| 
that run under ground, out of fight; 
but will riſe again with a delightful | | 
Stream, with ſome new Medicinal qua- Þþ 
lity, contraGed from the Earth by the JF 
way- TJoſeph, a- Priſoner , waits upon 
God for his Liberty, and God gives him 
freedom with preferment. God 


bring about his Peoples fafety by unex. || 
peed ways. Who would have ima- | 


gined before, that his own Dream * 


thould make him a Captive, and Phe | 
reobs Dream make him a Favourite? | 
The chief Butler remembers him not, | 


till Pharaoh was in an. exigency, and the | 1 [ 


; diviniog Skill of the Wiſe men. of Egypt 


confounded. oſeph lolt nothing. by 4 1 


waiting upon God: who made fo many | 


circumſtances | concur to promote his | 
Honour, _ Wait therefore upon him F 
in the foreſt afflitions. The Church ig [ 1 
only afllited 1 in Mercy, but the Ene- | 
Lack of it are pulled vp by the wo 
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Divine Providence. 
: Jer. 3O- IN. 7 4# with theetoſuethees 
though I mike a full end of the Nations 
whizher T have ſcattered thee, yet I'wi-l 
 no0tmake a fulſ end of thee, but I will cor- 
red} thee in meaſure, . God deals with his 
People.as a Father, -who.carrects to- re- 
form, or to defiroy 3; but with his .ene- 
mies heideals. as a-Judge, 'God's Provi- 
denee, like Moſes's* Rod, may ſeem 
_ ſometimes a-devouring Serpent, but It is 
to convingethe Egyptian, and deliverthe 
Iſratlites. EIT j; 
3. _ #4 #ait in the vſe of lawful imeans for 
FF preſern&iov. Not to, ple means, js to 
3 ilight bis Providenee, not to tru(t it, 
UC It wems nat to confift with the wiſdom 
of God to arder things always {o as to 
FF -benereflitatcd to put forth an extraor- 
E I dinary power in things which his. ctea- 
'F tures 'by a common Providence can 
naturally accampliſh. God ſaves by 
natural means; when they will rot 
7 ſerve the:tarn, he will fave by ſuper- 
FF  aatara]., Goil:choſe an Ark to-preferve 
p Nauh'in, He did not want ſupernatu- 
ral \means {or his preſervation. He might 
. have catcu:d him up in a Cloud, and 
pontinued: him: there till the drying up 3 
- .C C þ of . J 


77 ; hs en ar "Wn 
>. ” . FLES 2. Xo OE po FX Sigh 4 wrty 
b » 
4f 
” 


A Diſcourſe of 
of the waters. Noah doth not diſpute 
the buſineſs.with "God, bur nes an 
Ark- according to his | order, and he }F 
was righteous 1n his. obedience, 'as well as | 
in his traſt. God would not preferve | our FF 
Saviour by a Miracle, when ordinary 
' means would ſerve the turn. - He 'com-. 
mands Joſeph by his Angel to flee intobgypt xF 
_” ?- with the Child *. J-ſeph defires not 1 
'? - 26 preſerve him by an extraordinary pow- 2? 
er, to ſave his pains of travelling; he ſub- 
' mits to Gods order, and Godquickly clears 
the way'for his return. Indeed ſometimes 
the wheels of Providence are lifted up: 
>" from the Earth, and do-not go 1n the or- 
$ FEzck x. dinary traQts *-; but” Miracles muſt be. 
| 19 left to Gods Pleaſure; for us to defire - 
[* them, is to Ce our" great Gover-. 


nour. __ 


The Seventh - Day. Pray for the 
Church. | 


"Tis an encouragement that our Suit in 
this caſe wilt not be denied. The deſire of 
the Churches" welfare: 3s © conforma- 
ble to his Counſel, which ſhall" ſtand © 
. notwithſtanding the Devices 'of men, 


His med in PERTE cqncerns of 
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bility of his counſe] for the church. 
He iis a God hearing Prayer in a way 
of common Providence, and a God 
hearing Prayer in' a way of ſpecial at- 


tention, Pſal. 6x. Hear awy cry, O 
God, attend niito ny Proger. David 


defires that God would \hear him', as 


- more particularly concerned in his caſe, 
He is ſo in the 6 Pe) of his Church. 


Will -he hear an Iſhmael crying for him- 
ſelf, and young Lyons roaring for their 
Prey ; and ſtop his Ears to the voice 
of his own Spirit in his People, plead- 


- ing for the Church, dearer to him than 


the whole maſs of Nature > We have 
preater Arguments/to uſe, than in any 
other caſe.” The Relation the Church 
hath to God; 'The affection God 
hath to the Church. Lazarns' whom thou 
lovest is fich, was Martha's argument 
to Chriſt. ' What | greater encoura 

ment to our Petitions , than Gods ao 


. tion, than Gods Relation God loves. 


to have our aff<tion comply . with his. 


* God loves othersthe better for ſoliciting 
its welfare... : Moſes ' had | the greateſt. 
| manifeſtation of Gods Love after be 


had 
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* Exod. he had prayed forthe Iſraelites * though 


32. 32- 


Exod. 33. it. God ſpeaks with: him 


face to face, as a mm ſpeaks to his friend z 3 ; 
and in the ſame chapter, and the begin» |} 


ning of Exod. 34. God 'ſhews him his 
elory as much as he was capableto bear. 
* Dan 9.7 24%4el was a great Petitioner for the 
3,21, Church *.'He was Gods great favourite 


in a caſe of ſin; and preſently after: in - 


Dan. 10. ypon that account, and had the cleareſt - 


7 andhighelt Revelations made to him of N 


the:courle of Providence inthe World. 


The-eightn Duty. When you receive 


any mercy for the church in anſwer of pray- Y 4 


er, give'God the glory of it. 


Hallelujahs to God do-we find upon the 
Ruin of Antichriſt! Re. 19. 1, 2, 3. God 
.calls:for Praiſe out of the Throne, ». 5. 
and the Church returns 'it, p.6, 7. 'Tis 


Gad rides upon the-Cherub, "tis Godthat i ] 


Pſal.13 1o (zeg upoa the wings of the Wiad; 4 tsGad 


whois inall faſteumentsto quickea their '- Þ 


Motions, and direct them to their ſrope, 
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"The Niath- Duty. Tmitate: God in his x 344 


effed ion to the Chyureh. | 

Chritt did what he did for the: good 
of hisChurch :. God doth-what he doth 
for the advantage of the (Church. Let 
the ſame mind:betn us that-was in Chriſt; 
Jet the ſame end ibeagurs which 1s the end 
of God. Thus we ſhall be'like DurCreator, 
thus we ſhall be like our Governour , 
thus we - 'fhall be. Jike our  Re- 
deemer. Mentake it kindly from: others 
that love thoſe they have a reſpe for. 
God loves all that love his people, and 
bletſes them that bleſs 'them, Ger. 12. 3. 
T will bleſ+ them that bleſs thee, and owrſe 
them that curſe thee. 

,The Teath Duty. Look efter ſincerity 
. before God. 

/Tis for the ſecurity of ſuch that Ged 
ſhews himſelf firong. - No man” that 
fully believes and nnderſtands this Do- 
arine, .but- ſhould be glad ts be of that 
happy Society, that Aſſembly (of the 
 firſt-bora, who are under the care of 
a watchful eye, and (the -mighty power” 
of the God of -the whole Earth. When 
God choſe 1/7ael, the very firmgers 
ſhould'for their own Intereſt joyn yaw | 
: t em 
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: *Ia.14.1them *. And to ſuch as take hold of his 
__ _ . Covenant he" Promiſes to give a name in 
” *Ia.56. his houſe that ſhall not be cut off *. Yea, 
E 45 - 


even to the Sons of the Strangers that 
ſhould joyn . themfelves to the Lord. v. 6. 
Let this encourage us tp Chriſtianity. 
God never encouraged men to be Chri- 
ftians by promiſes of Worldly great- 
neſs, but by Promiſes of a conſtant care 
of them for their happineſs, by Pro- 
miſes of making all things work toge-' 
ther for their good, If God will ſhew 
himſelF ſtrong for 'thoſe that are per- 
fet in heart towards him, then he 
hath no ſtrength for thoſe that are un- 
found and falſe in heart towards him. 
No man hath an intereſt ia his ſpecial 
Providence without Faith. The Pow- 
er, Knowledg, Wiſdom, of God, are all 
ſet againſt him. Though the whole 
World be in commotions, the earth be 
removed, and the Mountains caſt into 
the. depths of the Sea, there is no 
ground of fear to Faith 5 but what 
*Buckler againſt . them hath | Unbelief 
and/ Hypocrifie 2 What ſecurity againlt 
Wrath can Riches give you 2 What de- 


fence againſt his power can your Pot+ 
| | <a ſherd 
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Divine Providence. _.. 
ſherd ſtrength afford you > It was not 
for Jobs wealth that God made his 
boaſts of him , but for- his- lincerity,, 
Job 1. 8. Hait thou conſidered my Ser- 
vant Job, that there is none like | him in. 

earth, aperfe® and an upright man? 

_ And for: the want of this, he loaths. a - 
World: Labour therefore for 'fincerity * 
towards God ; beg it of God. | Getthe 
evidence of it, and preſerve it. 
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Books Printed and ſold by Thomas Cockee-} 
Till, at the Thice Legs over againſi: the 
Stocks-Mazket. ' (5's 


MH E Works of the late learned divine Stephen 2 
Charnoch,  B. ' D. being ſeveral diicourles 2? 
upon. the Exiſtence and Attributes of God. Vol. 1. 
to which is Added his Diſcourſe of Divine Provi- | # 
dence, Fol. | "0 
The Works of the late learned Divine Stephen . : 
"Charnock, B. D. being ſeveral diſcourſes upon 2? 
. various Divine ſubje&s. vol. 2 Fol. . 
Some Prifon Meditations and direQions on 
ſeverael ſubjeRs. viz. on the fall of Man, The ſuſ- 7 
 ferings of Chriſt, Repentance and Faith, Reprof 
andCovnfct;, The ;Praycr:Eoveto 
Mankind, fincerity, the" vanity of the World, 
the benefit of affliftions, Heaven and Hell. By 
Samuel Young. Miniſter of the Gofſpel.Small 8yo.. 
The MorningExnrefb\at C reaplegate of ſeveral 
Caſes of Conſcience, practically reſolved by ſun- 
dry Miniſters, in ©#arte. A Supplement to the 
Morning Exerciſe ac Criplegatr , or ſeveral more 
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dry Miniſters, in4ro. : | 
Speculum Theolegiain Chriſto : or a View of ſome 
XK / Divine Truths, whch are cither praQtically exem- 
Wh -Plified io Jeſus Chrif, ſet forth in the Goſpel, or 
-- . may bereaſonably deduced from thence z by Ed- 
ward Polhil of Burwaſh in Suſſex, Elq; in 4to. 
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